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Tories 


Bernie Ecclestone, the 
head of Formula One 
racing, made donations 
of £lm to Labour and 
tiOm to the Tories, 
topped up with a £4m 
loan. Anthony Bevins and 
Kim Senguptu examine 
charges of sleaze 
engulfing the parties. 


Both John Major and 
William Hague offered Mr Ec- 
clestone a knighthood following 
his donations to Tory coffers, it 
was alleged yesterday. Well- 
placed political sources said 
Mr Major entertained Mr Ec- 
clestone to lunch at Chequers 
before the election, and Mr 
Hague is said to have sent a let- 
ter to the Prime Minister, sub- 
mitting Mr Ecclestone’s name 
for a knighthood. 

The disclosure that Mr Ec- 
clestone had given £lm to 
Labour - now to be returned 
following the hi g hly unexpect- 
ed advice offered by Sir Patrick 
Neill QG chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Standards in Public 
Life - followed a day of specu- 
lation about the precise 
amount. 

Labour’s initial defence of 
secrecy was that the amount was 
private between the donor and 
the party, and could only be di- 
vulged try agreement. That pub- 
licity agreement had covered the 
£lm. donation made by 
Matthew Harding, vice-chair- 
man of Chelsea Football Club, 
before his death in a helicopter 
crash last year. 

Because Mr Ecclestone had 
handed over his money in Jan- 
uary, his name was not even in- 
cluded in the list of people who 
bad donated more than £5,000 
to the party last year. 

That list, which includes 
people like Jeremy Irons, Paul 
Hamfyn, Sir David Puttnam, 
Ruth RendelL, and David Sains- 
bury. and companies like late 
& Lyle , Sun Life Corporation. 
Kingfisher Group, and Mirror 
Group, part-owners of The In- 
dependent, could now come un- 
der more intense scrutiny. 

The Prime Minister’s office 
suggested that if a more gen- 
erous- than-expected national 
minimum wage was introduced, 
trade union donations might 


£1 m to Labour, and £l4m to the 
What did he expect in return? 


have to be sent back, and that 
if ministers decided to help 
ban fox-hunting, similar dona- 
tions from the Political Anim.nl 
Lobby might have to be re- 
turned. 

But the Prime Minister's 
spokesman added zest to the 
controversy by saying that do- 
nations and actions taken by the 
Conservatives might also have 
to come under scrutiny. 

The more substantial con- 
tributions made by the building, 
brewing and tobacco industries 
over many years - taken with 
ministerial decisions affecting 
those industries - could open a 
Pandora’s Box for the Conser- 
vative high command. 

Over the years, h has been 
alleged that lory ministers have 
been switched or sacked for 
“taking on” the tobacco lobby, 
and a 1989 Monopolies and 
Mergers Committee report on 
the brewing industry was un- 
doubtedly watered down. 

Paddy Ashdown said yes- 
terday that he had personalty re- 
jected the offer of a £lm 
donation before the last elec- 
tion. an offer which The Inde- 
pendent has been told came 
from Mohamed A1 Fayed. 

As for the offer of a knight- 
hood to Mr Ecclestone, a Ibry 
spokesman said last night: 
“There are matters on which we 
must deal with Downing Street 
on a confidential basis, as they 
fall under Privy Councillor 
terms." 

The mystery increased last 
night when The Independent 
was told that Mr Ecclestone’s 
name had been submitted to 
Number 10 for a knighthood by' 
Mr Major, but that it bad been 
struck off by Mr Blair. In fact, 
Mr Ecclestone’s name was not 
on any list put to Number 20 by 
Mr Major. 

The immediate result of Sir 
Patrick's ruling, apart from the 
return of the £lm by cash- 
strapped Labour, is an accel- 
eration of legislation to bring in 
greater “transparency" of po- 
litical donations above £5,000, 
and a ban on foreign funding of 
political parties. 

Over the longer term, how- 
ever, with Sir Patrick’s com- 
mittee about to embark on an 
inquiry into political fu n di ng , 
the odds are very much on a 
statutory limit being imposed on 
party election spending. 



Hands off: Bernie Ecclestone 


at a Formula One meeting yesterday 


Photograph: Paul Hackett/Reuters 




Health spending power will switch to GPs 


Billions of pounds are to 
: I be transferred to local 

4 ] >>ups of family doctors 

>; ' in a fundamental shake- 
up of the health service. 
Jeremy Laurence, Health 
i Editor, reveals an 
• . * ambitious plan to break 

. tfM ; down the barriers 
- between hospitals, GPs 
|| and community services. 

J An overhaul of the NHS more 
5? fradfcal than expected is pro- 
“i ^posed in a government White 
j iteer due for publication before 
I Tteend of the year, detailsof 
S3 ' wtadi have been leaked to The 


Independent. As well as ending 
the internal market and abol- 
ishing GP fundholding, the 
White Paper will begin a 
process of reshaping the NHS 
to reflect modern health needs. 

The drivers of the new ser- 
vice will be local collectives of 
GPs. which will control over 90 
percent of the NHS's £34bn an- 
nual budget. Each collective will 
number around 50 GPs serving 
about 100,000 population and 

will bold a single budget for hos- 
pital, primary and community 

Cai Tbe single budget will mean 
the GPS can decide whether to 
•hire more community nurses so 
people can be cared for in their 
homes or spend more on pre- 


scribing rather than sending 
patients to hospital. 

Ministers believe a model is 
provided by the strategy for im- 
proving cancer services drawn 
up by Sir Kenneth Caiman, the 
chief medical officer, in 1995, 
which aims to ensure ail patients 
have access to high-quality spe- 
cialist services. 

The aim is to break down the 
“Berlin walls” which separate 
health and community care, in 
Secretary of State for Health 
rank Dobson’s phrase, whose 
separate budgets mean patients 
cannot easily be transferred 
between them. This has led to 
hospital beds blocked by pa- 
tients who should be cared for 
at home.No timescale is put on 


the changes which are seen as 
evolutionary, not revolution- 
ary. 

The GP collectives, which 
will function as mini-health au- 
thorities, will vary in size ac- 
cording to local geography and 


EXCLUSIVE 


need They will have service 
agreements with local hospitals 
- contracts by another name - 
and may switch them if the ser- 
vice provided is not up to 
scratch. They will replace the ex- 
isting system of GP fundhold- 
ing, under which individual 


practices bold their own bud- 
gets, which has been blamed for 
increasing inequity in the NHS. 

Existing health authorities, 
whose number is likety to be cut, 
will be left only with the bud- 
get for “tertiary" services - 
specialist treatments such as 
heart transplants - which ac- 
count for less than 10 per cent 
of total NHS spending. They 
will be given a new role devis- 
ing health improvement pro- 
grammes with locally-agreed 
targets as part of the Govern- 
ment’s public health strategy. 

The abolition of the internal 
market and the loss of compe- 
tition between NHS trusts re- 
moves an important lever to 
efficiency in the NHS. In its 


place, the While Paper envis- 
ages tighter management from 
the centre based on measure- 
ments of hospital performance. 
Tough questions would be 
asked where hospitals deviat- 
ed significantly from the norm. 

An example cited is the 
Government’s response to the 
Exeter breast-screening scandal, 
in which mammograms were 
misread and some women de- 
veloped cancer that should have 
been detected. 

A National Institute for 
Clinical Effectiveness is also 
proposed to mastermind a dri- 
ve to improve quality and ensure 
doctors are kept up to date with 
latest developments. 

Leading article, page 20 


INSIDE TODAY 
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The Fast Show Is 
back. That’s nice 

FASHION/18 

Take home Kate 
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TODAY’S NEWS 


Woodward family pull 
down the shutters 

One day after walking free from the court that only last 
month had convicted her of second-degree murder and 
sentenced her to life, Louise Woodward found herself in 
a new sort of prison yesterday: a room at a Hyatt Hotel 
on the perimeter of Boston's Logan Airport 

The proximity to planes, however, seemed only 
poignant Freedom for Woodward was only relative. Her 
passport still in the hands of the state, she remains unable 
to leave the country or indeed Massachusetts. Meanwhile, 
the Woodwards and all their supporters were effectively 
ordered by her defence team to show restraint and limit 
contacts with the press. Last night, Louise broke her si- 
lence with a brief statement that thanked the judge and 
repeated her sorrow over the death of Matthew Eappen. 

At the same time, the defence and the prosecution 
pondered strategies for their appeals. Both sides are ex- 
pected to file their formal appeal notices with the Massa- 
chusetts appeals court as early as today. The entire 
process could take a year - during which time Woodward 
will effectively be marooned. 

Meanwhile, controversy over the judge’s actions 
mounted in Boston. One juror from the trial, Edward 
Welch, said that while the reduction of the verdict to 
manslaughter did not bother him, the time-served sen- 
tence most certainly did. Pages 4 and 5 


The cost of a £50,000 mortgage 
since Labour came to power 

Abbey National price afler base rate increases (C) 
am 



Pm Enaction May 


August November 
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Mortgage rate up 

A quarter point mortgage rate increase announced by 
Abbey National yesterday means the typical homebuyer 
will be paying £42 a month, or £502 a year, more on their 
loan compared with before the general election. Page 24. 

More talks on Iraq . 

Diplomats at the UN were still working last night on a 
resolution to force Iraq to end its obstruction of weapons 
inspection teams. Baghdad shows no sign of backing 
down. President Clinton’s strategy has been to combine 
fresh warnings to Saddam Hussein with attempts to forge 
a united front at the UN. Page 15 

Girl power goes too far 

The Advertising Standards Authority has warned agencies 
against a trend for so-called “Girl Power" ads that show 
women being violent towards men. Page II 
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Haliborange has always tasted great. 

Eveiy Originals tablet isn’t just bursting 
with the flavour of oranges though. 

It contains all of the Vitamins A, C 
and D you and your kids need to help 
you stay healthy." 

So make sure you chew yours each day. 
Before somebody else does. 
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COLUMN OMF. 

Court helps women 
shatter glass ceilings 


peopCe 




A court in Luxembourg struck a blow for women's right to jump the job- 
queue, shattering glass ceilings in offices across the continent. The all- 
male judges of the European Court ruled yesterday that positive 
discrimination was a Good Thing; that unequal treatment of job appli- 


cants was an acceptable means for achievin g “equal opportunity”. 

“A victory for women." proclaimed Karin Junker, a German Social 



Democrat MEP. Padraig Flynn, the Eli's social affairs and employment 
commissioner, purred with delight: “The Court has recognised that certain 
deep-rooted prejudices and stereotypes as to the role and capacities of 
women in working life still persist. It has concluded from this that priority 
given to equally-qualified women ... is not contrary to Conununiiy law “ 

It is all the fault of one man unable to come to terms with rejection. 
Three years ago, Hellmuth MaischalL, then 39-year old teacher at a German 
comprehensive school, applied for promotion and lost out - to a woman. 
Mr MarschaU took the regional authorities, the Land of North Rhine- 

Westpfaalia. to court The local judi- 
ciary were unable to unravel the 
complexities of the case, and passed 
the buck upwards. 

Everyone thought Mr MarschaU 
could not lose. IWo years ago, a civil 
servant from Bremen, Eckhard 
Kalanke, had won a similar case in 
Luxembourg against his employers. 
The judges then argued that the Mr 
Kalanke had been at the receiving end 
of “automatic job selection", which 
shut them out of promotions without 
a cursory glance at their CV. 

The now notorious Kalanke 
verdict caused chaos through Europe. 

From Ireland to Greece, employers 
promoting positive discrimination found themselves breaking the law. The 
European Commission declared it a setback for women’s rights and vowed 
to push for dearer legislation across the Community. 

How dear it is now will no doubt be a matter of protracted - and lu- 
crative - legal argument Unlike the Bremen case, the judges ruled, Mr 
M arse hall's employment were not operating an “automatic" selection 
system. The court decided the law was not unfair to men because, while 
it gave women candidates priority, it did not give them automatic, un- 
conditional preference. 

The affirmative action law only applied to the public sector, and only 
in cases where men outnumber women In senior jobs. The judges confirmed 
that EU law allowed governments to take action to redress inequality 
between men and women in the work-place, “provided that an objective 
assessment of each individual candidate, irrespective of their sex. is assured". 

“This is an historic day for women in Europe,” said Use Ridder-Mekh- 
crs. equal opportunities minister of North Rhine-Westpbalia. “The de- 
cision of the European Court of Justice finally draws a line under years 
of legal wrangling which has been to the detriment of women." 

That should come as a relief to her legal department, currently fighting 
109 sexual discrimination cases brought by men in local courts. There 
are eight other regions in Germany whose governments operate similar 
policies, and fighting similar court battles. 

Mr MarschaU is vowing to fight on, but so arc his adversaries. The 
all-male court which made yesterday’s landmark decision is one of the 
first targets. “Male rule, in Luxembourg must be brought to an end,” de- 
clared Ms Junker, the MEP. - . — Imre Karnes 
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Guard of honour: Mary McAleese at her Dublin inauguration yesterday Photograph: Reuters 


President McAleese plays a populist titne 


Tb the geotie sixains of Handel foe avowedly nationalist 
Maiy McAleese, who hails from the Ardoyne in 
Belfast, took office as Ireland’s eighth president on 
Armistice Day, pledging to burying hatchets of the 
past and make a virtue of her country’s diversity. 

Her inauguration was both regal and populist. 
On a bright, crisp autumn day beneath a cloudless 
sky she was swept in the elegant 1948 presidential 
Rolls Royce led by 36 army motorcyclists into a 
Dublin Castle courtyard crammed with 1,000 
children from around the island. 

They cheered every arrival, from the SDLP leader, 
John Hume, author Brian Keenan and poet Seamus 
Heaney, to Geny Adams, the Sinn Fein President, 
and Mo Mowlam, the Secretary of State for North- 
ern Ireland. They cheered the disgraced Prime Min- 
ister, Charles Haughey, weeks after he was booed 
here after lying to a judicial tribunal. They even 
cheered an empty car. 

After fanfares and drum rolls in the gilded 


grandeur of St Patrick’s HaQ, hung with flags of Ire- 
land’s great families, Ms McAleese launched an 
equally grand holy quest, for peace through part- 
nership “as a wonderful ntiDenhimii gift for the child 
of Bethlehem". 

A new dynamic Ireland was now ‘Tantalisingjy 
close to a golden age of affluence, self-assurance, 
and tolerance _ our forbears dreamed oE prospering, 
accomplished, educated, at the heart of the Euro- 
pean Union," she daimed. Conceding “distrust goes 
deep and the challenge rs awesome," she invited 
Unionists on Armistice Day to lode to Europe 
“where once biller enemieswork. conscientiously for 
each other as friends and partners”. 

Her presidency’s theme would be “building 
bridges", she said. But her words were missed by 
invited Unionist leaders such as John Taylor, who, 
though supportive during her election, evidently saw 
attendance in person as a bridge too far. 

: — A/on Murdoch 


Vicar sacked 
arid defrocked 
'after affair 


Mr Janusz Goral 


In a photomontage on the front of “Your Money” last Saturday, we 
used a photograph of Mr Janusz Goral which had been altered to 
appear as if Mr Goral were a Cbutts bank doorman. Mr Goral was 
in fact a doorman at the Savoy hotel for 25 years before retiring in 
1996. We apologise for any distress caused. 
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An Anglican vicar is to be sacked 
and defrocked over his affair with 
a married parishioner. 

The Rev Gifford Williams, 
49, is the first cleric in the Church 
of Wales to be stripped of his of- 
fice. Rev Williams, who has three 
children, has also been given no- 
tice to leave the rectory at Benl- 
lech. Anglesey and wiD lose his 
£13,000 annual income. 

But last night he said he would 
fight to dear his name and added 
that he was taking legal advice on 
whether to seek a review of the le- 
gality of the church’s proceedings 
by a high court judge. 

Announcing his decision, the 
Bishop of Bangor, the Rt Rev Bar- 
ry Morgan, said: “I believe that if 
he were to exercise a public min- 
istry in the church, Mr Williams 
would be a danger to those en- 
trusted to his care." 

Last month, a church provin- 
cial court, the first to sit in SO years, 
found him guilty of adultery after 



BBC rolls back 
the years for 
Lottery show 


a three-week hearing. His former 
lover. Iris Green, said Mr Williams 
pursued her three times after she 
ended their relationship. His wife, 
Gwenda, said she wanted a divorce. 

Biti Mr Williams said last night: 
“My immediate aim at the moment 
is to dear my name. That is what 
we are working for and aiming for". 

Mr Williams is being hacked by 
his union, the Manufacturing, 
Science and Finance Union. Its 
North Wales regional officer Pe- 
ter Levezton said: "The bishop is 
using very extreme and unwar- 
ranted language in suggesting 
that Rev Williams is a danger to 
the public.” 

— Kate Watson-Smyt/r 


Never let it be said that the BBC 
can’t squeeze a little more out of 
a light entertainment formula that 
was set in stone in 1973. 

Ten years of continuous revo- 
lution under John Birr and com- 
petition from satellite and cable 
mean nothing in the fantasy land 
where sets are made of chipboard. 

In a revolutionary revamp of 
the Saturday night National Lot- 
tery show the BBC has announced 
that it is to be hosted by a line up 
of rotating “big name entertain- 
ers”. So far signed up is Bruce 
Forsyth, Ronnie Corbett, Shirley 
Bassey and Dame Edna Everage. 

In an effort to give the show a 
more contemporary feel Eighties 
comedians Hale and Pace get a 
show and Nineties children's en- 
tertainers Ant and Dec have a go 
too. 

But we can only cross our fin- 
gers that they never find little Lena 
ZavaronL 

— Paul McCann 
Media Correspondent 
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HEALTH 

Complementary medicine urged 


The Government is being urged to encourage complementary medicine 
in the NHS after a survey found that barriers remain to its usage. 

A study for theTOJS=Cdtrfederatibn found that in one area L Le , lces ~ 
tiasfaire, treatments such as aromafoaapy and reflexoto©'- once efisma^ 
as the work of cranks by doctors -wSe how widely used within theTJHS. 

The survey affi51 health professionals showed a willingness to intro- 
duce compkmentarymedkine af “grass roots"level in the rfflS. 

But there were finn-ritoaa.baraeis.to further CM usage: -lack of knowfc 
edge of praojtiaoeis for refetraLlai of available fends, 
die competence Of practitioners and therapists, and lack of effectiveness 
evidence. Only a Government programme could address tbesejssu^be- 

rausehealthauthbrities and trusts hadinsufficieot resources, said the Con- 

authorities and trusts. . 
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Parents* drink threat to children 
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Hearty one million children are likely to be living with a parent whose drink- 
ing has reached harmful or risky levels, according to two reports. 

The charities Alcohol Concern and CWdUne called for a national cam- 
paign cintlfar to campaigns against drink-driving to help children whose 
parents have drink problems. 

Both charities published reports which showed children were coping 
with parents who abused them physically and sexually, neglected them emo- 
tionally and failed to feed and dot he them property. Many children had 
seen their mother or father unconscious, injured and bleeding, vomiting, 
or incontinent 

Marie, aged 14, said her alcoholic mother drank a bottle of vodka every 
day. “I have to tell her when to go to bed. 1 have to undress her. She is 
covered in cuts and bruises and never knows where she gets them - she 
fans down the stairs, “she says. 

# Alcohol Concern report £7 from Mtoterbridge House, 32-6 Loman St 
London SE1. ChfldLine report, £5 (plus 50p p&p) from Royal Mail Build- 
ing, Studd St London NI OQW 

— Glenda Cooper Social Affairs Correspondent 


CONSUMERISM 

Cosmetic surgery clinics warned 


Clini cs performing cosmetic surgery were ordered yesterday not to play 
down the risks of such operations in adverts. 

The Advertising Standards Authority also warned them not to iayelaim 
to being a “leading" establishment without being able to support it 
A “Harley Street" address should only be used in adverts if consulta- 
tions or operations were actually carried out on the prestigious. London 
street Adverts should not gloss over painful, invasive surgery which will 
require a long recovery time as a “minor procedure”. 

Nor should they claim that liposuction on one area of the body will ■ 
prevent overall weight gain, or that tattoos can be removed without trace . 
or that surgically replaced hair will last permanently. 

The moves follow three complaints upheld against clinics this month: 


TOURIST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 

234 

Italy (lira) 

2,758 

Austria (schillings) 

19.68 

Japan (yen) 

206.6 

Belgium (francs) 

57.84 

Malta (lira) 

0.62 

Canada ($) 

2.31 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.15 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.82 

Norway (kroner) 

11.45 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.73 

Portugal (escudos) 

2843 

France (francs) 

9.38 

Spain (pesetas) 

23S.7 

Germany (marks) 

231 

Sweden (kroner) 

1232 

Greece (drachmei) 

443.3 

Switzerland (francs) 

239 

Hong Kong ($) 

12.63 

Turkey (lira) 

295,926 

Ireland (punts) 

1.08 

USA($) 

1-65 
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TURN FRIENDS INTO CLOSE FRIENDS THIS WINTER. 
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3/LEADING STORIES 


Picasso erotic dream 
breaks art record 


The sale of the Ganz 
collection in New York 
has marked a return to 
the cricket-score art 
prices of the late 1980 s. 
Geraldine Norman saw the 
hype translated into 

spectacular prices 


^casso’s portrait of his micrr^ 
Marie-Therese Waiter titled 
The D ream was sold at 
Christie’s in New York on Mon- 
day night for $48.4m (£2&5 m ), 
the highest price paid for a Pi- 
casso since the market crash in 

3990 and the second highest 
ever; another painting took 
$51m at the height of the boom. 
Prices went crazy at the heavi- 
ly publicised sale of 58 paintings 
from the modern art collection 
of Victor and Sally Ganz. 

The Dream is one of a series 
of eight portraits Picasso 
of Marie-Therese in the early 
1930s - last on the market was 
The Mirror which made only 
$20m in 1995. It is unquestion- 
ably an erotic dream. Maria- 
Therese sleeps in a chair, her 
softly smiling head tilted back. 
And Picasso has split her face 
in two, making the upper half 
echo the sbape of a penis. 

Hie winning bid on the 
painting was placed, very 
anonymously, by the sales derk 
standing beside the auctioneer 
-this is the beat trick for a bid- 
der who wants to conceal his or 
her identity at auction. 

The second highest price of 
the evening— and third highest 
for a Picasso - was the $31m 
paid by London dealer Libby 


V 


At one session on Monday, 
Christopher Burge of 
Christiefc knocked down 
lots for a total of $207m 


Howie for one of his 1932 se- 
ries of eight paintings titled 
Femmes d'Aigpr- it had been ex- 
pected to make between SlOm 
and 512m. Howie is believed to 
act as agent for a Middle East- 
ern potentate. This complex and 
highly coloured image of Al- 
gerian women would be just the 
ticket for that market 

New York art lovers were 
celebrating their own when 
they bid the 58 lots from the 
Ganz collection to $207m at 
Christie's, almost twice as much 
as had previously been realised 
by a single session sale from a 
private collection. Victor and 
Sally were modest New York- 
ers who bought art for love not 
for investment He had a cos- 
tume jewellery business and 
she had four children and a pas- 
sionate amateur interest in 
Russian literature. 

Victor died in 1987 and Sal- 


ly, earlier this year, so the four 
children and the US taxman will 
split the proceeds. Virtually 
the whole Ganz fortune was tied 
up in art, so the tax man will 
take about 5120m, leaving the 
children some 520m each. Not 
bad, considering their parents’ 
total investment in art was less 
than 52m. Kate Ganz, now . a 
London art dealer, said the 
family was "overwhelmed - 
over the moon”. 

For 20 years, from 1941 to 
1961, Victor and Sally bought 
only Picasso. Then they 
branched oui into contemporary 
Americans, most notably Jasper 
Johns, Robert Rauschenberg 
and Frank Stella. 

America has gone crazy over 
the sale. A queue of people 
waiting to get into the exhibi- 
tion ran right round the block 
over the weekend - despite 
torrential rain. Some 25,000 
people managed to see the pic- 
tures. For the first time, 
Christie's turned four galleries 
into sale rooms and crammed 
in 2,000 people; with 70 tele- 
phone bidders. 

The hype was translated into 
spectacular prices, particularly 
on the less expensive pieces. Lot 
3 set the tone for the evening; 
a rectangle of paper, roughly 2ft 
by 3ft, inked a uniform black by 
Brice Marden which sold for 
$420,500 a gainst an estimate of 
5120,000-5160,000. The fast 
Jasper Johns, Corpse and Mir- 
ror, of 1974, secured $8362^00 
against an estimate of $33m- 
$4.5m. The top price for Robert 
Rauschenberg was 56,382300, 
for Red Interior of 1954-55, a 
combine painting using velvet, 
newsprint and rocks. 



Rich colour: Picasso’s The Dream sold for $4&4m (£2&5m) at Christie's in New York this week. The painting is 
one of 115 being auctioned from the collection of the late Victor and SaHy Ganz Photograph: AJYChristiels 
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Why all the fuss 
over Tibet? 


A FAMILY 
TRAGEDY 

One twin was kicked 
and punched to 
death protecting his 
father. A year after 
his murderers’ were 
jailed, his brother 
committed suicide 
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Blue Nun: can we ever return to a Seventies habit? 


It joined prawn cocktail 
and black forest gateau 
as symbols of the decade 
that taste forgot, ft was 
the wine that everyone 
loved to hate. 

Just when you thought 
it was safe to go back to 
the disco, Glenda Cooper, 
Consumer Affairs 
Correspondent, reports 
on the return of that 
Seventies favourite — 
Blue Nun. 


It was the 18th-century Ftench 
gastronome Anthelme Brillat- 
Sayarin who once wrote that a 
meal without wine is tike a day 
without sunshine. Presumably, 
he bad never Odnrak Blue Nun. 

The mainstay of the 3970s 
dinner party and national joke 
is back, now costing £3.99, al- 
though its makers claim it has 
never been away. 

Butt of gibes it might have 
been - the comedian Barry 
Ibok once joked that if had 
been withdrawn the British 
would have nothing to dean 
their hubcaps with -yet in the 
1970s the wine was the market 


leader- and we gulped down a 
million cases a year. % the mid- 
1990s this had fallen to fewer 
thah 100,000. • 

• “Obviously it had been 
around for a long time but the 
product had never really gone 
away.” said Julian Eggar, mar- 
keting manager for Ehrmanns. 
“The brand had declined quite 
considerably since the 1970s and 
it was dedded it needed up- 
dating." 

But food writer Annie Bell 
was unsure whether it would 
succeed: “It’s going back to 
that fondue, German wine and 
chicken kiev era of the 1970s. 


There is this retro trend at the 
moment but the difficulty for 
. Blue Nun was that when it was 
popular in the Seventies there 
wasn't a lot of competition. 
Now there are an awftii lot of 
wines around that are and Fm 
not even sure if sweet wine has 
come back into fashion.” 

lb find ont we asked a dis- 
cerning panel of Independent 
journalists to blind taste Blue 
Nun, Riesling and Chabtis 
(Ihey were marked A, B and Q. 

- Yeans of practice meant Lhat 
Barrie Clement, Labour editor 
managed to name them all cor- 
rectly (and drink them). In 


record-breaking time: “A, Blue 
Nun, - too sweet and all sher- 
berty, B, Riesling - disgusting, 
tastes like something in an at- 
tic. C - this is Chabtis.” 

Independent legal manager 
Louise Hayman was equally 
forthright in her analysis: “Ur- 
rgh. A is disgusting. It takes me 
back to disgusting flats in Put- 
ney and worrying about getting 
the nigh thus borne. B is a bit 
better (the Riesling) . But 1 re- 
ally like C (the Chablis).” 

But the two younger mem- 
bers of the panel had not de- 
veloped as sophisticated 
palates. Louise Hancock 


dithered between the Riesling 
and die Blue Nun: “B is mar- 
ginally worse than A I think _ 
oh no. I’ve smelt A again and 
that’s worse ” But Paul Mc- 
Cann, media correspondent, 
topped the lot: “They all taste 
the same,” be proclaimed, 
adding “but then I never drink 
wine that costs less than £18 a 
bottle, usually.” 

• But Mr Eggar had a salutary 
word for people who were too 
snotty. “For all people say that 
. they don’t drink it, 120 million 
bottles of German medium 
sweet wine are sold each year 
so someone is drinking it.” 


NEW IMAGES FORTHE NAFF 

The rebirth of Blue Nun is just the latest in a long list of 
attempts by companies to shake off an outdated image by 
undergoing a drastic make-oven Thanks to a successful 
relaunch, drinks such as Lucazade and Guinness, are now 
fashionable with the trendy and streetwise. The suede desert 
boot has also made a dramatic return: once worn by rebellious 
beatniks but more recently favoured by tramspotters, ft is a 
cult accessory again after pop idols, including Liam Gallagher 
and the Spice Girls, were seen sporting them. 

One of the biggest transformations in recent times has 
been that of the Labour forty. But there have been 
embarrassing disasters. The sparkling drink Babycham has 
undergone three relaunches in five years without shaking off 
its ‘'naff” image. In 1993 its BambMBce logo was dropped from 
the bottles and a television advert featuring a macho man was 
introduced as part of a drive to make it trendy. But the 
attempt failed and the emblem was reintroduced earlier this 
year to try to reattract former drinkers. 

— Amanda Kelly 
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Prosecution and defence prepare appeals, 
turning against the au pair? Did the judge 


THE FIGHT GOES ON 


Louise Woodward 
yesterday enjoyed her 
first day as a free woman 
for nine months. But her 
freedom is not yet 
complete. As David 
Usbome explains, there 
remains a long and 
windy path ahead as 
both sides in the case 
launch their respective 
appeals. 


Lest anyone gets carried away: 
the Woodward trial may be 
over, but ibe case is still open. 
This morning, both sides are ex- 
pected to file their respective ap- 
peals to the Massachusetts state 
court and a new drama will be 
opened. It is a process that 
leaves Woodward in a kind of 
legal — and continental - limbo. 

And it may not be over 
quickly. While the procedures 
of the state appeals court, based 
in downtown Boston, can on oc- 
casion be mercurial, if this case 
joins the normal queue and is 
forced to wait its turn, both ap- 
peals are likely to take a year. 

For Woodward and her fam- 
ily, this is depressing news. 
Unless negotiations are 
arranged between both sides to 
alter it. the decision of the 
court on Monday was that she 
will have to stay in Massachu- 
setts throughout the appeal 
process with her passport con- 
fiscated from her. In that sce- 
nario. headlines that have 
Woodward home for Christmas 
are ovcr-optimistic. Unless we 
are talking Christmas 1998. 

While members of Wood- 
ward's defence team refused yes- 
terday to speculate on their 
strategy, the prosecution camp 
was leaving no one in doubt of 
its determination to push at 
every appeals door that is open 
to it This is not a decided case,” 
insisted Martha Coaklev, the co- 


prosecutor during the triaL As 
a first step, the prosecution is 
likely to demand a stay of the 
two dramatic decisions an- 
nounced by Judge Zobel - the 
reduction of the verdict on 
Woodward from Murder Tivo to 
manslaughter and the passing of 
the minimal, time-served sen- 
tence. If it were to succeed, the 
stay would eolaB Woodward be- 
ing sent straight back to the 
Fr amingham prison she has be- 
come so familiar with. Even 
prosecution sources admitted 
yesterday, however, that the 
tactic was a long-shot and al- 
most doomed to failure. 

Then there win be the pros- 
ecution's appeal proper. Of the 
outcome of Mondays events, 
Ms Coakley said that the sen- 
tence especially was “totally 
out of proportion, even with the 
judge's own finding that Louise 
killed this child”. 

The appeal, however, cannot 
be aimed at the sentenoe but 
only at tire changing of the ver- 
dict. Here too, however, the 
prosecution lawyers face an 
uphill struggle, if only because 
it was they, at trial that tried to 
force Judge Zobel to keep 
manslaughter as an option for 
the jury when it retired to con- 
sider Woodward’s fate. 

The defence, meanwhile, is 
expected to clarify its appeal ap- 
proach cither today or later this 
week. What seems certain is that 
it will attempt to overturn the 
manslaughter verdict and have 
Louise acquitted and her name 
cleared- This too. however, 
seems like a tall order. 

There is also another option. 
In its motions to Judge Zobel 
post-trial, the defence asked for 
a re-trial on the grounds that the 
first trial was prejudiced on 
various counts, including by 
the late disclosure of important 
photographic evidence. It could 
appeal Judge ZobePs denial of 
a new trial. It is doubtful, how- 
ever, whether the defence 
would be ready to go to a relriaL 



Is America 
get it right? 

WAS ZOBEL RIG HT? 


There was some surprise 
but little criticism 
among lawyers off the 
nine-month sentence 
handed out to Louise 

Woodward. As Afehod 
Streeter, Legal Affairs 
Correspondent, 

discovered, sentencing 
for manslaughter can 
vary enormously in both 
Britain and the United - 
States. 


Two Bostonians reading a spedal edition of the Boston Globe following WoodwarcFs reduction in sentence Photograph: Reuters 


THE AMERICAN BACKLASH 


A rumble of anger rolled across America 
yesterday as disbelief over the conviction 
of Louise Woodward was replaced by a 
sense of bewilderment Chat she was sen- 
tenced to just 279 days for manslaughter. 

Support for the British au pair during 
her courtroom ordeal evaporated as Amer- 
icans asked bow a judge could find her gu3ly 
of killing a child one minute, and then free 
her the next 

The feeling was best expressed by Jay 
Leno, the American television presenter, 
who told his audience: “Looks like OTs got 
a new golfing buddy.” 

A poll in the USA Today showed that 
52 per cent of Americans agreed with Judge 


Hiller Zobel’s decision to reduce Wood- 
ward's sentence from murder to 
manslaughter. Bid 52 per cent also thought 
he. was wrong to free her immediately. 

Stephen Colwell, one of the trial jurors, 
said he was convinced Woodward had killed 
the baby. T was not unhappy with the 
judge’s ruling for some form of manslaugh- 
ter, but to foDow that up with nothing for 
a sentence seems unduly lenient to me,” 
be said. “It’s interesting that the time she 
has served is about as long as the baby was 
alive; I don’t think that's appropriate.” 

Another juror, who did not wish to be 
named, said: “I don't think any of us 
thought she intentionally murdered 


Matthew. Bui . . .fomething happened to that 
baby and it happened when Louise was tak- 
ing care of him." 

Matthew Storin, editor of the Boston 
Globe, said sympathy had switched to Deb- 
orah and Sunil Happen- “The initial response 
after the verdict was predominant^ sympathy 
to Louise Woodward ... But ... the nega- 
tive opinion towards her has been growing.” 

Boston radio reporter Flo Jonic, who cov- 
ered the case for WBZ radio, said: “People 
are largely disgusted with this ... Three to 
five years would have put some value on this 
baby's life. This girl now has the rest of her 
life to look forward to and Matthew is dead.” 

— Dovjd Usbome and Steve Boggon 


While marry lawyers, on both 
sides of the Atlantic, had been 
expecting a sentence of be- 
tween two and five years for 
Louise Wbodward, there was lit- 
tle feeling that Judge Zobel had 
gone “off the scale”. 

Bruce Holder QCagreed the 
sentence had been mereflui; bad 
the teenager been given sever- 
al years, “no one would have 
been very surprised” But it was 
not oat afhncwtib expectations 

“Tbe sentence was certain- 
ly at the merciful end of the 
scale, but not unduly lenient, not 
one that would be susceptible 
to a prosecution appeal in tins 
country,” he said. He also 
doubted whether the judge had 
been influenced by the media 
clam our surrounding the trial. 

American lawyer Nadine 
Radford QC a criminal defence 
barrister based in London, said 
the sentence was lenient, but be- 
lieved the judge bad been in- 
fluenced not by the media 
pressure on him, but instead the 
pressure on Woodward. “Sbe 
has been under a great deal of 
pressure at a young age. The 
judge probably factored that in.” 

Judges in Britain, as in the 
United States, have great dis- 
cretion in what sentence they, 
hand out for manslaughter cas- 
es. In Britain, sentences can vary 
from the lower scale of proba- 
tion, or suspended prison sen- 
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tences for defendants - for 
example, where the accused 
has endured tremendous bul- 
lying- to a life sentence. In the 
US, the options are similar 
though in some states, such as 
Massachusetts, there can be a 
15 or 20-year maximum. 

Irwin Rochman, a defence 
lawyer and former prosecutor 
in New York, said there some 
“surprise” among legal col- 
leagues at the level of Wood- 
ward’s sentence. But be added: 
“For surprise do not read crit- 
icism. Most lawyers are so- 
phisticated enough to know 
itnifrgg they have sat throughout 
the whole trial and heard all the 
evidence you do not have a feel 
for what the case Is afl about.” 

Judges were experienced, of 
a high standard and in a petition 

to Isten to all the frets and mate 
decisions accordingly. “That’s 
what they are paid to do.” 

Another British barrister, 
Jonathan C-aplan QC, who has 
experience of the US system, 
said there was no such thing as 
a “normal" sentence for 
manslaughter. “In some cases a 
probation order will be appro- 
priate, in another only a life sen- 
tence might fit the bfll.” 

Lawyers agreed that the 
judge would have taken into ac- 
count Louise Woodward’s state 
of mind, her age, and the fact 
tha t, as Mr Rochman said, she 
was “a young girl far away from 
home”. 

Paul Cavadino, principal 
officer of the National Associ- 
ation for the Care and Reset- 
tlement of Offenders, agreed 
that in a similar case in this 
country such a sentence would 
have come as “no surprise”. 

Last September, Julia Wans, 
31 , was given an 18-month sus- 
pended prison sentence at Man- 
chester Crown Court after she 
killed her severely handicapped 
baby daughter by removing a 
breathing tube from her throat. 
She had been convicted of 
manslaughter. 
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The Eappens’ anger and anguish. Will Louise be home by 
Christmas? How coverage of the trial compares to OJ. 


The world was shocked 
when Judge Hiller Zobel 
reduced Louise 
'^odward’s verdict to 
manslaughter. Shocked, 
however, does not get 
dose to how the parents 
of baby Matthew feel. 
David Usbome hears about 
the anger and the 
anguish of Deborah and 
Sunil Eappen. 


Vbu would not expect otherwise, 
hut their words are none the less 
heart-rending. Sunil and Deb- 
orah Eappen remain certain 
that Louise Woodward caused 
ihc death of their little boy at just 
eight-and-a-half months. He is 
dead; she. on the other hand, is 
free and eating chocolates. 

All they have now is ques- 
tions. How did it happen that 
the person who was a convict- 
ed murderer 10 days ago is now 
free and rejoicing? How can a 
judge say in the morning that a 
defendant is guilty, albeit of 
manslaughter and not murder, 
and let her go in the afternoon? 
How did it come about that 
they, the bereaved parents, 
have been receiving the hate 
mail since all this began and not 
Woodward? 

One more question that is of 
overriding importance to the 
Happens s why won't Wbodward 
now. at lasL acknowledge re- 
sponsibility - even just a slither 
of responsibility - for Matthew’s 
collapse on 4 February and his 
death five days later? Then, at 
least, they, the parents, would 
know what happened 

“One day, if not in court, she 
will have to admit what she did 
to Matty. We hope she believes 
that, too. If only she would say. 
T did this. I’m sorry’. We could 
go on with forgiveness, without 
bitterness," Mrs' Eappen told 
the Boston Globe. “Louise 


*$38? 


Woodward has denied us that 
option." 

The anger of the Eappens to- 
day, however, is directed less at 
Woodward and more at Judge 
Zobel for what he has done. At 
the bench on Monday, he 
insisted that he did not mean by 
his decisions to “denigrate the 
death of Matthew Eappen”. 
Apparently, however, the Eap- 
pens do not believe him. 

“What is Judge Zobel think- 
ing? What does that say about 
justice? Does it say that you can 
fake a few tears and you are for- 
given? Does it say that you can 
kill a baby and that your youth 
and inexperience with cranky 
babies counts for more than a 
child's life?” Mrs Eappen asked. 

Sunil Eappen voiced similar 
disgust with Judge ZobeL “He 
mentioned in his decision that 
he was a grandfather. What if 
Matthew had been his grand- 
son? Doesn’t he get it? Some- 
one killed Matthew. He 
acknowledges on the one hand 
that someone killed Matthew, 
and on the other hand he frees 
her. It makes no sense." 

And nor was there sense, for 
the Eappens anyway, in Judge 
ZobeFs reasoning that it was 
time to bring the whole affair 
to a “compassionate conclu- 
sion”. “Compassion for whom? 
For Louise?" asked Mrs Eap- 
pen. "For a defendant who 
didn't ask for compassion? For 
a defendant who didn't take 
responsibility, who denies what 
she did, who is in denial about 
the seriousness of her actions?” 

Since Monday, the Eappens 
have stayed out of the glare of 
the cameras. They are reported 
to be preparing to the leave and 
sell the suburban bouse where 
Matthew once lived. Then, says 
Mrs Eappen, she will focus on 
educating people about child 
abuse. “The judge doesn’t un- 
derstand the prevalence of child 
abuse. I wish I could be as igr 
noranl as he is, but Matty fa dead 
so I had to learn the truth.” 



Parents’ case: Sunil and Deborah Eappen talking to CBS News anchor Bryant Gumbel on the Public Eye programme 

VICTORY GREETED WITH RESTRAINT 


The rowdy joy of Monday oight was 
replaced by restraint on both sides of the 
Atlantic yesterday as the Woodward family 
and their supporters concentrated on 
showing quiet respect for Matthew Eappen. 

With a sense of anger mounting in 
America over Judge Zobel s decision Lofree 
Louise came the realisation in Britain that 
cheers and smiles suddenly felt completely 
inappropriate. 

In Boston, Louse and her parents, Gary 
and Susan, were locked away in a hotel 
room. There were comfort and treats for 
Louise in the confines of the Hyatt at 
Boston's Logan Airport - but it was a form 
of confinement nonetheless. 

Wbodward issued a statement last night 
to thank Judge Zobel for freeing her and 
to mourn baby Matthew. "I have been 
deeply saddened by Matthew Eappen' s 
death. I pray that further investigation into 


the scientific evidence convinces the Eap- 
pen family that I did their son no harm.” 
. she said. 

In Elton. Cheshire, supporters heeded 
the advice from America and limited their 
comments to expressions of sympathy for 
the Eappen family. Jean Jones, the family 
friend who started a campaign fund with 
just £22, said she would like any surplus to 
finance a children's charity in Matthew's 
name. Last night, with the proceeds 
exceeding £300,000, it seemed there would 
be plenty left over. “I would truly like to 
see some good come out of this tragedy,” 
she said. “When I said that there are no 
winners in this case, there haven't been. Brr- 
haps with the help of the money there could 
be. There has been a lot of pain and hurt 
on both sides. No one thinks badly of the 
Eappens.' no one thinks badly of Louise, it 
is just a terrible thing that has happened. 


“If they could accept it in the way it was 
• given, that would be wonderful. We just 
want the Eappens to know we feel their 
pain.” 

The Rev Ken Davey, vicar of Ince and 
Elton, was at pains to say that the cheers 
that greeted Louise's sentencing in Boston 
were not triumphant but “a shout of relief. 

“Matthew was placed on our All Souls’ 
Day list and we will continue to think of 
him and pray for him and his family as we 
have done since February,” he said 

Louise’s sister, Vicky, who has remained 
at home to study psychology at university, 
also went to ground Steve Collins, a 
family friend who has been looking after 
her throughout the trial said the 18 year 
old is “distraught” and needs some privacy. 

She will continue her studies but mil stay 
at the family home until her parents and 
Louise return, said Mr Collins. 


American journalists are calling 
the Louise Woodward case 
“Daughter of Of because of its 
domination of the media. 

On both sides of the Atlantic 
television, radio and newspapers 
reacted to the au pair’s release 
by tearing up their programme 
schedules and news pages and 
devoting all of their energies to 
the case over the past two days. 

Yesterday all of America’s 
national breakfast shows 
devoted their entire pro- 
grammes to the case, using 
experts and talking heads to fill 

out their coverage. 

Although some newspapers 
were unsure about freeing the 
19-year-old so soon, the tabloid 
Boston Herald summed the 
majority feeling across Ameri- 
ca with its punning headline 
“Saved by Zobel”. 

It had only been a big story 
in Boston until the moment 
when Wbodward was convicted 
of second degree murder. Her 
weeping at the guilty verdict 
made it a truly national story. 

The usually aloof star 
evening news anchors from New 
York and Washington moved to 
Boston to await the judge’s ver- 
dict and were forced to kill 
time on air as he took a recess 
before announcing the sen- 
tence. The networks dropped 
the usual fare of afternoon 
soaps and advertising to stay 
with an empty court room. 

After the overkill of the OJ 
Simpson trial the American 
public had lost some of its ap- 
petite for courtroom dramas. 
Even the Oklahoma bombing 
trial of Timothy McVeigh failed 
to spark the American public's 
interest like the Woodward 
case. 

However, American jour- 
nalists are now feeling frustrated 
that the British media is mak- 
ing the running on the story. 

Woodward's parents, Gary 
and Sue, spent much of the tri- 
al with two producers from 
Carlton Television's The Big 


Story, which ran a sympathetic 
documentary about their 
daughter before the case start- 
ed. The two producers act like 
bodyguards, shielding the 
Woodwards from photogra- 
phers, and another documen- 
tary is expected soon. 

American journalists are 
also frustrated because the deep 
pockets of the Daily Mail, Hel- 
lo! magazine or the Sun are like- 
ly to buy up access to the family. 

This hasn't stopped the rest 




Louise Woodward: Her 
case became cult viewing 


of the British media leaping into 
the stOTy head firsL Indepen- 
dent Local Radio stations 
bought up news packages from 
JTN yesterday that re-played the 
entire tale in key soundbites. 

For Sky News the trial has 
been what the Gulf War was for 
CNN. The news chann el is nor- 
mally seen by at most 70,000 
viewers. On Monday night, as 
the sentence was passed ft is 
estimated that 1.7 million peo- 
ple were watching. It is hardly 
surprising that for the past two 
days Sky has played little else 
but “Daughter of OJ”. 

— Paul McCann 
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Snap It Up! 


The New Viqleix PIC 233 

233MHz Pentium® II Processor based system 
with FREE Digital Camera worth £349. 
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We heard you wanted ... 


£1399 


the costs swallowed 
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■« » Viglen PIC 233 features the newly launched 

m* II Processor - the fastest and most 
'ul PC processor on the market today, 
lat’s more, for a limited period only, we 
.luding a FREE Casio digital camera (worth 
it retail), a PC connection kit and photo 
- software. 

i the perfect family PC combination. You get 
he power you and your family could possibly 
>d and a camera that lets you see pictures 
Instantly. And with the PC 
connection kit. you can transfer 

your captured photographs onto catenae*, greeting carts, postcards, desktop publish.™ 
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when you move your 
business account. 


To help business customers who feel trapped with an inefficient bank. 
Midland has ensured that moving your account won’t cost a fortune. 

You’ll receive 6 months free banking, your current borrowing rate will be 
matched (or even bettered) plus any arrangement charges and security set-up 
fees will be swallowed. 

Midland also promises that the whole process will be overseen by a dedicated 
manager at your local branch. 
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On average, a stag hunt 
lasts 3 hours and covers 
around 12 miles. 

When the stag is finally 
caught by the hounds it is 
at the point of total 
exhaustion. 

Scientific analysis of 
blood samples taken from 
hunted stags reveals a 
litany of suffering. 

In the early stages of 
the chase, glycogen and 
blood sugar levels fall 
sharply. 

As the hunt progresses, 
fatty acids in the blood 
rise, indicating high physi- 
ological stress levels. 

Red pigment in blood 
plasma increases, caused 
by ruptured blood cells. 


In the later stages of 
the hunt, high levels of 
muscle enzymes appear 
in the blood, indicating 
life-threatening muscle 
damage. 

Despite its name, stag 
hunting is not confined to 
the male of the species. 

Hinds are hunted too, 
sometimes when they are 
pregnant or with a calf at 
heel. 

Stag or hind, the end is 
the same. A free wild 
animal is hunted to death. 

The RSPCA has long 
campaigned against all 
hunting with dogs. 

In areas where deer need 
culling it is more efficient 
and more humane for them 


to be shot by a marksman. their constituencies. 

We believe that the We want you to persuade 

hunting of wild animals is them to stay in the House 
cruel and unacceptable in and vote to end this cruel 
a civilised society. ‘sport’ once and for all. 

And the vast majority of You can write to your 
the people in this country MP direct at the House of 

agree with us. Commons, or call the 

A. Private Member’s Bill RSPCA on 01403 223284 

seeking to ban hunting (9-5 weekdays) and we’ll 

with dogs comes before send you a campaign 
Parliament on November pack. 

28th. And if you need further 

A MORI poll taken in motivation, look again at 
October 1997 shows that the stag in the picture. 
73% of people support Look him in the eye. 

the Bill. We want to turn And tell him you can’t 

that overwhelming weight be bothered, 
of public opinion into 
legislation. 

The 28th is a Friday when R8LOWHTYZI9»9. 

many MPs will be back in Ban hunting with dogs 

THE AIM5 OF THE RSPCA ARE TO PREVENT CRUELTY AND PROMOTE KINDNESS TO ANIMALS. 


RSPCA 


REG. QtfRflY 29M9. 
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7/HEALTH NEWS 


Alternative 
therapies aid 
pregnant 
women 



$ 


Midwtves are turning to 
complementary 
therapies to help womer 


in pregnancy and 
childbirth. Jeremy Laurance . , 
Health Editor, looks at 
the trend to replace 
pamkilling drugs with 
aromatherapy oils and 
massage. 


The demand for □aiural child- 
birth is fuelling a growing 
interest in alternative reme- 
dies in maternity care for 
women who may be unable to 
use pharmaceutical drugs for 
fear of harming the baby. 

Midwives are offering seem- 
ed oils, massage and techniques 
such as reflexology (manipula- 
tion of the feet ) to help women 
cope with problems in preg- 
nancy and labour. 

A survey of the use of com- 
plementary therapies in the 
National Health Service found 
that midwives were the most 
likely of all professional groups 
to have incorporated the tech- 
niques into their practice. 

The survey, published yes- 
terday by the NHS Confedera- 
tion and conducted in Leices- 
tershire, found examples of the 
use of the therapies in GP surg- 
eries, health dinics. hospices and 
old people's homes. However, 
there was a lack of funds for the 
treatments and concerns about 
safety and effectiveness. 

Denise Tiran, a midwife and 
lecturer in complementary ther- 
apy and midwifery at the Uni- 
versity of Greenwich, said the 
demand for the therapies in ma- 
ternity care was coining from 
the women. “Women want con- 
trol. It is the one time in their 
lives when they are involved in 
a genuine partnership over their 
health care. They are taking a 
greater interest in their own 
health because it affects the 
health of their baby.” 

Aromatherapy and massage 
are the chief treatments in use 
because they are quickly learnt 
and easier to incorporate into 
midwifery practice. Some mid- 
wives offer homeopathy and a 


few practise acupuncture. Ms 
Tiran, who practises reflexolo- 
gy in the maternity department 
of Queen Mary’s Hospital, Sid- 
cup, and who is chair of the 
Complementary Therapies in 
Midwifery Group, said: “What 
mosr of us are doing is symptom 
control - for things like morn- 
ing sickness, heart burn, back- 
ache and constipation. 

“These are problems the 
obstetrician would not see as an 
abnormality and it is the re- 
sponsibility of the midwife to 
help women over them. So of- 
ten the physiological disorders 
of pregnancy and childbirth 
cannot be treated with drugs. 

“One of the major benefits 
is relieving stress. A lot of my 
time is spent talking to'women. 
They feel here is someone who 
has got 20 to 30 minutes, who 
is knowledgeable about mid- 
wifery and who they can discuss 
things with.” 

There are dangers. Some oils 
can stimulate uterine contrac- 
tions, raise or lower blood pres- 
sure or induce epileptic fit& Ms 
Tiran said: “There is a lot of con- 
troversy over lavender oil. It is 
extremely useful and versatile, 
but it may induce uterine bleed- 
ing. Raspberry leaf tea. a herbal 
remedy which can help tone the 
uterus, should also not be given 
until the last three months of 
pregnancy. It is not enough for 
mkiwives to use oQs simply be- 
cause they smell nice and are re- 
laxing. They must know then- 
effects and what the contra- 
indications are." 

There are an estimated 200 
raidwrves in the complementary 
therapies group and many more 
are believed to be been to use 
the techniques. Although nurs- 
es and physiotherapists are also 
interested in providing alter- 
native remedies, midwives have 
more professional autonomy, 
work independently and have 
the scope to introduce them. 

The NHS Confederation, 
which represents health 
authorities and trusts, has called 
for a government funded 
national programme to look at 
the effectiveness of comple- 
mentary medicine and the train- ; 
mg of practitioners. j 
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Cancer patients 
suffer shortage 
of specialists 


. Cancer patients are 
receiving inferior care 
because of a shortage 
of doctors and nurses 
skilled in the speciality. 
Jeremy Laurance says that 
the situation is likely 
to get worse. 


lancer is becoming more 
■wnmo n. but specialist staff 
ained to treat it are not. Ur- 
snt action is needed ro fill 
ips in services and ensure 
iat the care of cancer pa- 
ents is not left to chance de- 
sndirrg on where they live,* 
report warns today 
Studies show that less than 

df of cancer patients are re- 
xred. to a cancer specialist 
id over a quarter are treat- 
i by consultants who have 
file experience in dealing 
their condition. The 


:o worsen because the 

iber of people with can- 

is forecast to rise by war 

cent over the next decade. 

[Tie Cancer Collabora- 
, study, produced jointly 
be King's Fund, the Can- 

Reseaxdb Campaign an d 

anillan Cancer Relief, 

; there is a shortage of 
e than 120 radiothera- 
5 and more than 70 med- 
oncologists, as well as 
ical nurse specialists. 
Jnder the 1995 Caiman 

josals, a network of can- 

tmits linked to special^ 
*r centres was proposed 


to ensure that all patients had 
access to high-quality treat- 
ment. To achieve the aim of 
creating 150 units and 40 cen- 
tres, there will be further 
demands on staff. 

An extra 500 medical stu- 
dents should be trained each 
year, 450 new consultant posts 

created and more nurses, sur- 
geons, radiotherapists and 
GPs specialising in cancer 
should be appointed, it says. 

Professor Gordon McVie, 
director general of the Can- 
cer Research Campaign, said: 

“It is very worrying that if 
someone in Britain develops 
a type of cancer such as bow- 
el or lung, their chance of sur- 
viving the disease is worse 
than if they lived in the Unit- 
ed States, Germany or 
France.” 

Christine Farrell, director 
of the King’s Fund clinical 
change programme, said: “It 
seems inevitable that the re- 
quired numbers of trained, 
experienced nurses and doc- 
tors will not be available in 
the short term unless the 
Department of Health can 
find some short-term and 
long-term solutions to the 
cancer workforce problems.” 

Professor George Alber- 
ti, president of the Royal 
College of Physicians, said it 
was not only cancer patients 
who were suffering from a 
shortage of specialists. 

“We have a whole mourn 
tain range of medical condi- 
tions to treat, and only 
e&ough consultants to reach 
the foothills.** 


i \ 
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Healing hands: A pregnant 
woman is given an 
abdominal massage by 
midwife Denise Tiran in 
the maternity department 
of Queen Mary’s hospital in 
Sidcup yesterday. Ms Tiran 
said the demand for 
alternative therapies is 
coming from women, who 
are ‘taking a greater 
interest in their own health 
because it affects the 
health of their baby* 
Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 
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Introducing an incredibie, impossible to 
ignore, once in a lifetime offer. 

The amazing fixed rate mortgage from 


Alliance & Leicester. 


Are we asking 6%? Are we asking 5%? 
No, at Alliance & Leicester a!i you pay is 
4.25% ( 4.4 APR ), not a penny more. 

And for the light sleepers amongst 
you, the rate is fixed until 1 January 
2000 or, if you prefer, you can fix your 


■ ALLIANCE 

■ LEICESTER 

h ft p :// w w w. a ii'ian ce-Jeicester co. l k 


mortgage right up ro 2003. 

Yes, ladies and gentlemen, with a 
refunded valuation thrown in, Alliance & 
Leicester really bring you the mortgage 
of your dreams. 

To find out more, come on down to your 
locai Alliance & Leicester branch, or call 
0800 412 214 for more information. 

But remember, all good things come to 
an end. So hurry, hurry, hurry. 
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Stalker convicted 
of harassment 


One of the first men to be charged under 
a new law protecting victims of stalking yes- 
terday admitted following and harassing a 
married woman. Wayne Garrett, 29, from 
Reddircb. Worcestershire, told police that 
he became besotted with Leona Sadler, 44, 
after seeing her walking through the streets 
of Stratford-upon-Avon. 

He told officers that he was unable to 
pluck up the courage to talk to his victim 
and instead left a note on the windscreen 
of her car inviting her to meet him, writ- 
ing: “I know what you're up la” 

At Stratford magistrates’ court Garratt, 
a married man, admitted a charge of 
harassing Mrs Sadler between 25 and 25 
June this year, in a case brought under the 
Protection from Harassment Act 1997 
which came into force on 16 June. Sen- 
tencing was adjourned for reports. 


irf/lp 


Rhino out to grass 


A rhinoceros called Dick is set to retire to 
Scotland at the age of 28 because he is too 
old to breed. Dick, who is currently housed 
at the West Midlands Safari Park in Be- 
wdley, Worcestershire, is due to be trans- 
ferred to BJair Drummond Safari Park near 
Stirling. Two other rhinos from Bcwdley. 
52-year-old Maggie and Alice, 28, have al- 
ready' been transported to Blair Drummond. 



**** . c ^ rr j* s ^message from the Campaign for the Protection of Hunted Animals, at the 
oy cnael Foster MP of a national advertising' campaign to ban hunting with hounds Photograph: Andrew Buurman 
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FORYOU. 


By offering you the choice of the Escort 
4 door saloon. 5 door hatchback, or the estate 
with e ! ,6i or f .Si engine, ail for one price", 
we've made sure you can get the car chat 
ideally suits your needs at a price you can 

afford. 

in addition wo offer you the choice of the 
luxury Escort LX or the sporty Si now available 



at the same price. 



0% FINANCE AND 







*•» MK 


FREE INSURANCE 


NOW AVAILABLE on all escorts. 


SSCOR? 


Visit your local Ford dealer now. 


Si L6 5 door 







j& ir^&r - ,S *1 

i . 



. .W : 





f;A- 




...i 




LX 1.6 4 door 


Fnre. refers ro recommended retail price Valid for model shown: Metallic paint extra cox option. : '12 months free insurance subfect to availability. age. itactc and conditions. Finance and Insurance programmes apply to vehicles registered by 31 01 98 
On the road price £13.550 is the manufjeturer's recommended retail price. VAT w 17.55; and £W5 covering delivery to dealer, 12 months read fund licence and estimated cost of number plates. Written quotations are available on request from 
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roro Credit Europe ptc. PO Box 46. Brentwood. Essex CM 1 3 JAR. Finance is provided subject to status. Certain categories of business users are ineligible. One price estate programme excludes Ford Privilege. 
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British green 


label for 

eco-prod ucts 


Britain may need to 
develop its own ‘ecolabel’ 
for environmentally 
friendly products and 
abandon the flawed 
European version, 

Michael Meacher, 
environment minister, 
said yesterday. The hope 
is that it will succeed in 
boosting greener 
consumption where 
Brussels has foiled, 
writes our Environment 
Correspondent, 

Nicholas Schoon. 


Five years ago, after exhaustive 
argument and much delay, the 
European Union's ecolabelling 
scheme was created. It was in- 
tended to bring reassurance 
and simplicity to “green mind- 
ed" consumers who wished to 
buy products which did the 
least harm to the environment. 

The plan was to have just 
I one, trustworthy, label across 
the entire union. Companies 
which felt their products did the 
minimum of environmental 
damage in manufacture, use and 
disposal, were invited to apply 
for the label. A panel of experts, 
government-appointed, would 
set the “green" criteria for dif- 
ferent types of products, then 


dedde which brands 

The scheme is widely per- 
ceived as a failure. It has been 

sl^todevelopsfcwfinmhave 

put forward their products for 
the Euro-ecolabel and most 
countries in the union have 
iheir own ecolabelling schemes 
which have more authority and 
recognition than that of the EU. 
Only Portugal. Greece, ^tand 
and the UK lack national labels. . 

Until now, Britain has stuck 
firmly with the European ver- 
sion, which can be found only 
on a few Stands of kitchen pa- 
per a handful of washing ma- 
chine models, one detergent 
and a clutch of paints and var- 
nishes. Very few consumers 
recognise the labels. 

••We've tried harder than 
any other country to make it 
work," environment minister 
Michael Meacher told a con- 
ference on ecolabels yesterday. 
Now tbe Government would 
consider setting up a British eco- 
labeL making a decision in tbe 
next few months. "We can't dfl- 
ly daily any more." 

This dismayed Riu Bjerre- 
gaard, the ElTs environment 
commissioner, who was also 
speaking at the conference. Af- 
terwards, she said: "I was very 
surprised. I thought the new 
government was feeling more 
kindly towards European solu- 
tions, but this is in the opposite 
direction." 


DAILY POEM 


Autumn Crocus 

By Ruth Fainlight 


Anomalous bright blossom 
in late afternoon shadow. 


Mercury-pate stems 
surging out of the dark 
earth: Hallowe'en candles. 


Mauve flowers with amber 
ydlow pollen-swollen anthers. 


Each clump is bordered 
by a halo of rotting 
petals like votiw objects 
around a damaged ikon 
or a martyr's statue. 


This poem comes from Ruth Fainlight's new collection, 
Sugar-Paper Blue (Bloodaxe, £6.95). whose long title poem 
combines memories of her New York childhood with echoes 
of Russian histojy and culture. 
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Island’s gay rights campaign runs into stormy waters 








Sea change: Gays in Guernsey daim they live in an atmosphere of bigotry and hatred. Many on the island, including Peter Bougourd, right, would be horrified by any liberalisation of the existing laws 


Photographs: David Rose 


Gay rights have erupted on to the 
political agenda in Guernsey, 
where homosexuality is still an 
unpalatable subject and sex is 
illegal between men under 21. As 
Kathy Modes discovered, a proposal 
to reduce the age of consent is 
meeting vitriolic opposition on 
the island. 


The young men seated around a table in 
Dix-Neut a stylish brasserie in Si Peter Port, 
the Guernsey capital appear the height of 
respectability. They are clean shaven and 
smartly dressed, fresh from their jobs in the 
finance industry. Some of them live at home 
with their parents. Their only brush with 
the law has been the occasional parking 
ticket. 

Yet all of them, according to the local 
penal code, are criminals. They are gay men 
who have had sex before the age of 21. 
Across the water, in Great Britain, their 
actions would be legal. In the tiny Crown 
dependency where they grew up. they could 
be put behind bars. 

Until recently, they resigned them- 
selves to this peculiar anomaly. It was hard 
enough being different in a dose-knit com- 
munity with ultra-conservative soda! val- 
ues, in a place where homosexuality was 
talked about only in whispers, where the 
gay population was fragmented and 
invisible. 


Last month, after Labour promised a 
free vote on reducing the homosexual age 
of consent to 16. a vote that will have no 
impact on self-governing Guernsey, these 
men finally lost patience. They founded the 
island’s first gay support group. Courage, 
and persuaded Carol Fletcher, a senior 
deputy in the States of Deliberation, the 
island’s parliament, to take up their cause. 

When Ms Fletcher announced that 
she planned to bring a private member’s 
Bill to harmonise the age of consent law 
with the mainland, the reaction was in- 
stantaneous. Peter Bougourd, a fellow 
politician, went on BBC local radio to de- 
nounce homosexuals as "people who breed 
by contamination'’. During an angry ex- 
change of letters in the Guernsey Evening 
Press . one correspondent wrote: “If I had 
my way, these people would be classed as 
third-rate citizens with no rights to social 
services, and struck off the electoral rolL" 

In a more sinister turn, liberal-minded 
politicians have been sent a venomously 
homophobic leaflet that lists in stomach- 
curdling detail the supposed sexual prac- 
tices of gay men. These include, according 
to the leaflet - which was published by the 
Family Research Institute in Colorado 
Springs - the consumption of each other's 
bodily waste products. 

Courage believes that such tactics can 
only help its campaign. Members are still 
anxious about being identified. One of the 
uglier consequences of their higher profile 
has been a spate of “queer-bashing”. Gay 
men have been chased, harassed and 


threatened. In one incident, a gang of 
youths Lrappcd a man inside his car, 
smashed the windows and turned it over. 

Jamie, 18, believes that the criminali- 
sation of teenagers breeds bigotry. “I 
grew up feeling like a freak, totally isolat- 
ed.” For people like him, loneliness is com- 
pounded by the complete absence of gay 
bars or clubs. A pub on the harbour front 
recently offered an upstairs room one night 
a week. But gay couples would not dream 
of strolling along the cobbled lanes of St 
Peter Port hand in hand. “People would 
keel over,” says Paul 27. 

It was only lOyearsago that sex be tween 
men was grudgingly legalised here, fol- 
lowing a debate in which one politician 
warned that Guernsey would become fa- 
mous as "the island where the pansies come 
out early”. 

Carol Fletcher, whose Bill will be de- 
bated in the New Year, hopes the climate 
has changed. She points to letters in the 
local press pleading for tolerance. “For me, 
this is a human rights issue.” she says. 

Fear and ignorance are fertile territo- 
ry for Guernsey’s numerous fundamentalist 
preachers, who have thundered from the 
pulpit about “unnatural practices” and is- 
sued dire warnings about the corruption 
of impressionable young men. 

At his fishmongers in St Sampson, Mr 
Bougourd, an affable man, says be has been 
misunderstood. “People are making me out 
to be some kind of homophobe,” he says. 
Tve got nothing against homosexuals; it's 
buggery that I can’t stand.” 


Museums told to go commercial 


The Labour 
Government wants 
national museums and 
galleries to take lessons 
from Harvey Nichols, 
the Knightsbridge store 
immortalised in the 
sitcom Absolutely 
’i Fabulous . David lister 
hears the arts minister, 
Mark Fisher, tell 
astonished museum 
directors to become 
. more commercial. 


The Government yesterday 
-signalled a U-turn on de- 
: manding free admission to 
.national museums. A stunned 
^conference of museum direc- 


tors heard Mark Fisher, the 
arts minis ter, say he now had 
to consider the success of the 
National Galleries on Mersey- 
side which has introduced 
charges with concessions for 
young people and had an in- 
crease in visitor numbers. 

He added, to the conster- 
nation of his audience, that 
museums and galleries should 
make money by "exploiting re- 
tail space” and learning 
lessons “from Harvey Nicbofls, 
Marks and Spencer and Tesco. 
It is not crass commercialism 
to say we can do better in these 
areas,” he said to some gasps 
from the audience. 

Mr Fisher was addressing 
a conference organised ty the 
Museums and Galleries’ Com- 
mission. He said afterwards 
that what he had in mind was 


art galleries and museums 
opening shops at airports, 
both in Britain and in places 
like Dubai and Singapore. 

A number of leading mu- 
seum directors commented 
privately that his speech 
sounded like many they had 
beard from Conservative min- 
isters daring the Jast 18 years, 
and there was little further 
scope for maximising market- 
ing and retail opportunities. 

Significantly, Mr Fisher’s 
speech was in stark contrast to 
Us statement to the House of 
Commons in the summer 
when he spoke out against 
charging, saying: “We do not 
want anyone to be charged en- 
try to national museums and 
galleries ... The Government 
believes that all members of 
the community should be able 


to enjoy our great national mu- 
seums and galleries: they 
should be for the many, not 
just the few.” 

David Barrie, director of 
the National Art Collections 
Fund, said: “Despite its earli- 
er promises, it now looks as if 
the government has per- 
formed a U-ruro. Mark Fish- 
er’s speech strongly suggests 
that they have no intention of 
discouraging the Introduction 
of admission charges” 

However, Alan Borg, di- 
rector of the Victoria and Al- 
bert Museum, which does 
charge, said: “Every survey 
shows the majority of museum 
visitors comes from the ABC1 
social category and tourists, lb 
give them free admission 
amounts to a subsidy for the 
middle classes and well-off.” 
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Demon offers unparalleled service 
and a wealth of experience. 

For a free 30 day trial CD and brochure— 

please fill in and return the coupon or rail- 

0345 666222 


No doubt you’re hearing a great 
deal about the Internet and the 
information it can bring you. 

Now that you have a PC and a 
modem , how do you get 
connected to the most reliable, 
innovative service provider? 

And most important, who is it? 

The answer is Demon Internet 

Why? Because no other Internet 
Service Provider can do ALL this for 
only £10 (£11.75 toe. VAT) per month: 

• Help when you need it Free support, 

24 hours a day, 365 days per year. 

• Unlimited email addresses. 

• ISDN access at no extra charge; if 
you've got it, just use it! 

• Connect to Demon Internet from 
anywhere in the UJC for the cost 
of a local call*. 

■ 5MB free Web space allows you to 
create your own Web Site. 

■ Free bi-monthly Demon Dispatches 
magazine to keep you up to dare of 
Internet developments as they happen. 

■ Demon Internet connects more 
people than any other Internet Service 
Provider. 
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Revealed: the sweet smell of ; 


rjrls’ success at exams 
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Sure® in erams may be something to be 

""^choto^bave di^vered that 
is a po»erfnl aid to mem- 

students, particularly among those 

Who are anxious or apprehen^e- 

The researchers found that students ex- 
cused to various unusual background 
Ss while trying to absorb large chunks 
erf text or data, were able to remember 
rouchmorc when expowd to the same smdl 
time of recall. When compared to 
£j performance of students who had not 
te^Sexposcd to such smells, the volunteers 
we re able to recall almost 20 per cent more 
of the text they had tried to remember. 

The research of Dr Rachel Here, re- 
coiled in The Psychologist this week, 
opens up a whole new area of opportu- 
nity for students. The aromas of pepper- 
U violet leaf and pine were used m the 
experiment- but Dr Her* of the MoneU 
Chemical Senses Center m Philadelphia 


says that smell-association will only Wort 
as a memory aid the odour is either tra- 

usual, like a new perfume, or out of 
text, like chocolate in a laboratory.? * 

“Sure it will work, but only if it is 
and unusual. Go to a perfume deparfinibqf^ 
pick out something you have never SmelL , 
before- put on the desk while you a ®fc : 

studying for your test, and then bring itM;.‘ xja p 
you a few days later when you are cio- V 
mg the test and it will work,” she sa^k ^ 

In a series of studies. Dr Hetz ^t-up/ 

experiments in which words werexead • ' 
recalled in the presence or absence of- | -jf '- ? ;< v " 

smell- “The subjects were taken 10 jv- ' 'V- ? :•''. 

room with an ambient odour and they. .-,' :> -/ 

learnt a series of words, they were then:'. J|l J. L"j8^Vk 

brou^it back to another room a few days k£. ^WBwIy 

or a week later and some were exposed. '.- 

to the same odour and some not What we •” 5 . £. 

found was that memory is significantly af- • J. *■ . -iflfeftdlSKX, ■.■^ 1 ' "- ? m? 'w 

fected by the specific 






tt.'j-c?' - 


«•*£ 
arg nOP 

tra* n cr * 


mm 


>■ f|| 


S>-_\ r •■ 








»*? 


in the exam hall 
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Labour fails 
to defuse 
2000 ‘bomb’ 


iJ3-* 


of your times? 


Ministers have admitted 
they are hopelessly 
behind schedule in 
preparing for the 
millennium computer 
bug. Fran Abrams reveals 
that the first official 
estimates say the 2000 
timebomb will cost the 
Government £1 bn. 
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Shelter National Opinion 


■ Please help us make this the widest ever survey 
I of attitudes to homelessness. Your contribution 
I will be much appreciated, and your answers 

■ treated in the strictest confidence. Pleas^ 


T HE HUMBER OF HOMELESS | 

families in the UK has almost | 

doubled in the last fifteen | Please help us make this the wides- 

years. Shelter thinks muen more ^ ^ much appreciated, and y< 
decisive action is needed. ■ treated in the strictest confide 

^lun,a. 0 .»thoo^.e«« I 

homeless people makes economic | Q1 Are you aged . 

sense in the long term. The | 18 _ 24D 25-34 0 35-44 □ 

savings on health care costs 45-54 □ 55-640 65-74 0 

alone would make it economically I 


Survey 


Homelessness 



& 


18-24 0 25-340 35-44 0 
45-54 0 55-640 65-74 0 


75+ O 


Q7. Do you think politicians are at present | 

sufficiently concerned about the plight ■ 

of homeless people? S 

YesD No □ Don’t knowD | 


worthwhile. And what price do | own your own home or 

you put on ruined lives? The | have a mortgage? 

children, for instance, who may - ren t privately? 
never know a real home— rent from a Housing Association 

It's not about politics, it's I or local authority? 

about getting homeless people | live m someone eise’s home? 

decent homes, and off the streets. | other 

But to tackle Britain's housing . QJ Do you share your home with: 
crisis effectively we have to keep chil dren? Yes c 

in touch with public opinion. I partner/husband/ 


Q8. Would you be willing to write a letter to | 
an NIP which might help to get homeless - 
people housed? • 

YesD NoD Don’t know O | 


Q9. Would you be willing to make a donation | 
to Shelter to help homeless people? . 


YesD 


No □ 


Name: 

Mr/MrsfMiwJMs_ 


{BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE! 


Please spend just two minutes | 


of your time completing this 
survey and return it as soon as 

you can. - 

If you can also make a 
donation of £15 (or whatever you 
can afford) we would be very 
grateful. Please let us have 
your answers 


■4 


children? 

partner/husband/ 

wife or anyone else ■ 
related to you? 

Someone not related 
to you? 


Yes □ No □ Address:. 


Yes □ No □ 


..Postcode:. 


Yes □ No □ 


Telephone No:. 


04 Have you ever been homeless or at 
' serious risk of losing your home 
yourself (through a tenancy ending, not 
being able to afford the rent or 
mortgage, break up of relationship, or 
other reason)? 


Thank you for your time. If you would like to make 
a donation, please complete the section below. 
We suggest £15, but any amount you can give 

will be greatly appreciated. 


Attempts to avoid a massive mil- < 
lennium computer failure will i 
cost the Government £lbn, ac- s 
cording to parliamentary an- < 
swers given to the Liberal - 
Democrats’ treasury spokes- : 
man, Malcolm Bruce. But ex- ■ 
pens say the figure is far too 
low, and that the real price will 
be three or four times as much. 

Only three out of 16 gov- 
ernment departments had com- 
pleted an audit of their systems 
by a target date of January 1997, 
and only seven had completed 
costed action plans by a dead- 
line of October 1997. 

The “millennium bug” aris- 
es because many computer sys- 
tems and chips in everyday 
equipment, including banking 
and hospital systems, store the 
year as a two-digit, rather than 
four-digit number. An unknown 
number of computers will crash 
at midnight on 31 December 
1999 because they will think the 
year is 1900 instead of 2000. 

Some of the worst affected 
government departments are re- 
fusing to say what they have 
done about (he millennium bug 
on the grounds that an official 
statement is forthcoming. But 
even among those that were 
prepared to give information, 
the picture was dismal. 

Costs have already risen, 
and experts believe they will go 
much higher. In July the De- 
partment of Social Security es- 


timated it needed to spend 

£30m, but now it says it will need • ■ 

£45 6m- U is believed the prob- 
lem will cost the NHS about. 
£2l0m and the Ministry of De-. ... 

fence £250m- ___ 

The private sector is way • . 
ahead in its respore*!? the I bug. 

BT will spend £300m and the 
four main clearing banks expect 
to spend £500m. • 

According to Robin Gue- 
nier, head of the Taskforce 
2000 group set up to tackle the 
problem, a similar spend by the 

Government would amount to 

£7bn. Even if it wanted to. , 
spend that amount it could not 
do so, though, because the - 
skilled labour would not be - 
available. Figures of between 
£3bn and £4bn are believed to 
be more realistic. - 

•This emphasises the need 
for senior people to start a 
process of radical prioritisa- • 
tion," Mr Guenier said. 

Mr Bruce is pressing David 

Clark, the Chancellor of the • 
Duchy of Lancaster, for an ear- 
ly statement on the issue. 
“There is dearly still too 
■ much complacency in Whitehall 
- and it really is time for some ac- 
i tion before it simply is too late 
> to sort things out," he said. 

\ Yesterday, one of the lead- . 
i ing experts on the problem, 
fi Maurice Fitzpatrick of 
ti Chan trey Vfellacott accountants. 

r said the Government had failed 

e to grasp its magnitude. 

“In many ways this is the 
d biggest single issue that the 
Labour government faces in its 
’e first term, although whether 
ig they are properly aware of that 
al at the moment is bard to say,” 
Lit he said. : 

re Mr Clark has said he cannot 

n. comment on details before his 
statement. However, a spokes- 
n, woman said the cost could be 
g,o met from existing budgets and 
>e- that the £7bn figure was too 
is- high. 


Peers rally 


Here is my gift of: £15 □ Other 


Mobile phones play 
games with sanity 


YesD NoD 


within 14 days. 


Thank you 



05 Do you know anyone else who is either 
‘ homeless or at serious risk of losing 
their home in such a way? 


At risk of homelessness Yes D No □ 
Actually homeless Yes D No O 


Please enclose your cheque / Postal Order | 
(payable to SHELTER) with this survey OR . 
complete the credit card authorisation below I 
and send it to: Shelter, FREEPOST, Room 44, | 
88 Old Street, London EC1B 1ND. 


□ Please charge the above sum to my 

MasterCard/Visa/CAF Charity card no: 


06. Bad housing can have serious long- 
term consequences. Please sho ™ h ® 
important you view these problems 
(tick one box only for each problem, 1 

being the most important): i g 3 
Children doing badly at school D D D 

People suffering asthma, 

bronchitis and other • - 

serious diseases D u 


Expiry date 


97/1/42 


Signature. 


People becoming more n 

dependent on social services □ U U 


Shelter 


Registered In London: 1088133 Charity Number: 383710 


dependent on socmi «i — — — » 

I 

.^numirattoft&olaasetk&tiuBbCRD __ mi 


I however, m may wnd 1 QUT nome I 

emituinicaU®* 1 *- ploasethi tWs bo* □ — m m m MB M mm 


As if the mobile phone was not 
a sufficiently irritating fact of 
modern life, a telecoms com- 
pany has linked the much re- 
viled device with another 1990s 
pariah - Lhc computer game. 

The latest executive toy, on 
sale in Januaiy, will have three 
games built in, allowing the user 
to annoy neighbouring com- 
muters with over-loud, single- 
ended conversation before 
infuriating them with incessant 
twitching and bleeping. 

The new phone, from the 
Finnish company Nokia, offers 
a game called “Snake”, in which 
the phone's keypad is used to 
direct the snake to eat on- 
screen “food”; “Memory", an 
updated version of the chil- 
dren's Pelmanism pairs game; 
and “Logic", which is similar to 
the Mastermind board game. 

The games capability of the 
new phone highlights the in- 
creasing sophistication of mod- 
ern mobiles. Electronic 
“business cards" can be ex- 
changed in seconds using the 


phone’s infrared connector, ’. 
and telephone lists can be prip^ 
ed out directly on die increas- 
ing number of infrared enabled • ; 
printers. The infrared coimec- - 
tor can also be used to link the 
phone to a PC 

The processing power in the > 
phone also allows for some 
dever telephone tricks.- It can 
ignore selected calls by reopgr 
nising and screening out Sn-; - t : 
coming telephone numbers-'.. ; 

It also allows the user to di- 
vert all calls to an arisweiptibfie ■ 
service and accept only caH&_. 
coming from, for examples && ; 1 
managing director’s phdde" 
□umber. ■■ 

Of course, if the boss fa gall' 
ing from a different phone,' 
that would be blocked out as 
well. But the potential for 
screening out previous^part- 
ners and annoying salespeople 
should' prove usefuL . .. 

Oh, and by the way, .’^ie 
phone is quite good for.making 
telephone calls '■ ‘ ■ . ’ 

— Steve Homer ; 
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Railtrack 
urges staff 
to snoop on 
train crews 


Railtrack is asking its employ- 
ees to snoop oo train crews to 
make sure it is not being 
unfairly blamed for delays. 

The infrastructure company 
believes that some drivers and 
conductors - possibly with the 
surreptitious encouragement 
of train operating companies - 
are taking the organisation's 
name in vain. 

Railtrack managers believe 
that train crews routinely use 
excuses like “signal failure" - 
which would be down to Rail- 
track - when in some cases ihe 
delay was caused by defective 
rolling stock, ostensibly the 
responsibility of tr ain operating 
companies. 

In a newsletter covering the 
southern area, Railtrack su gges ts 
that employees using trains 
monitor what passengers arc 
told, keep “correct records'" of 
what happened and report the 
information as soon as possible. 

In its advice to employees. 
Railtrack says: “When you ex- 
perience a delay on your train, 
we would like to know. This is 
especially so with incidents 
which stan as minor delays, 
stopping unusually between 
stations, or delays in platforms. 
Please let us know what you 
yourself see delaying a train, or 
reasons the conductors give 
for the delays." 

Railtrack insists that it will 
always put ils hand up when cul- 
pable, but has devised a series 
of euphemisms for the diffi- 
culties it encounters (it now 
prefers “adhesion problems" to 
the more risible “leaves on the 
line”). 

The RMT rail union is 
angry over Rail track’s plea to 
its employees and it argues 
that the company itself is 


capable of misleading passen- 
gers. 

Lawrie Harries, an RMT 
official, pointed out that the pri- 
vatised railway system is oper- 
ated on the basis of contracts 
which include compensation 
and penalty clauses for delays. 
“Delays caused by Railtrack 
cost it money.lt is not unknown 
for passengers to be told that 
delays are caused by bad weath- 
er when the truth is the condi- 
tion of the track or signalling." 

He added that mosi delays 
arc caused by track or sig- 
nalling problems which are 
Rail track’s responsibility. Train 
operating companies can also 
attempt to pass off rolling stock 
failures on maintenance staff or 
rolling stock leasing companies. 

Jimmy Knapp, general sec- 
retary of the union, said Rail- 
track's initiative was another 
example of a changing railway 
culture. “Privatisation has meant 
that we have moved from run- 
ning the railways by team effort 
to disjointed individual effort 
where the overall objective is 
sometimes forgotten," he said. 

“If Railtrack and the train 
operating companies put the 
same effort and ingenuity into 
providing an efficient, inte- 
grated service as they do in 
passing the buck, passengers 
would get the high-quality ser- 
vice they are entitled to expect" 

Railtrack said there was 
nothing “mischievous or sinis- 
ter" about its request to em- 
ployees. “It is simply a way of 
keeping in touch with what's 
happening on the ground. Peo- 
ple are anxious that they get the 
right information. If it’s our 
fault we will admit it" 

— Banie Clement, 
Labour ExStnr 



Treading on shaky ground: Although described by Lee as Tight- hearted*, this image still att r acted complaints to the Advertising Standards Authority 

Girl Power: Has it simply gone too far? 


The rise of female empowerment 
is reflected in adverts that show 
women inflicting pain on men, 
and the Advertising Standards 
Authority is worried that it may 
represent a trend. Paul McCann , 
Media Correspondent, asks if 
'Girl Power* has gone too far. 


The advertising industry’s watchdog has 
warned agencies against a trend for so- 
called “Girl Power” advertisements that 
show women being violent towards men. 

Tbe Advertising Standards Authority is- 
sued a warning in its latest monthly bul- 
letin after three advertisements that 


showed women causing men harm attracted 
complaints from the public. 

A campaign for Lee jeans showed a 
wo man ’s stiletto-heeled boot pushing on 
the buttocks of a prostrate naked man un- 
der the words “Put the boot in”. 

It was Lee Jeans who alerted the ASA 
to the ‘Girl Power’ trend in ils defence of 
the ‘Put the boot in’ campaign. Lee told 
the ASA that the advertisement was ac- 
ceptable because it reflected a prevailing 
mood of control and power for women in 
Britain -and because it was light-hearted. 

In another example Nissan, the Japan- 
ese car manufacturer, and its advertising 
agency TBWA Simons Palmer, worried 
some members of the public with an ad- 
vert under the stiapline “Ask before you 
borrow it” which showed a man in pain 


clutching his crotch after being assaulted 
by his girlfriend. 

In another advertisement that attract- 
ed complaints men were seen getting into 
fatal accidents because they had been dis- 
tracted by women dressed in Willis clothes. 
One execution, as they say in advertising, 
showed an Underground train guard about 
to be decapitated by a tunnel wall while 
ogling a woman. The slogan on the ad was 
“Dressed to kill”. 

The ASA says it received complaints that 
the advertisements were offensive, sexist, 
sadistic and likely to condone violence. In 
the case of the car and jeans adverts the 
complainants raised the point that the ads 
would not have been acceptable if they had 
portrayed such violence against women. 

While the ASA rejected the complaints 


because it did not believe they were like- 
ly to cause “serious or widespread" offence, 
the watchdog is worried enough to ask ad- 
vertising agencies planning to use such im- 
agery to call its copy clearance centre first. 

“We are not putting out a blanket ban 
on ‘Girl Power’ ads." said a spokesman for 
the ASA “But we would tike to consider 
on an individual basis the copy of anything 
that is risqud towards men or portrays abuse 
against them ... it may be that violence 
against men by women as less of a social 
problem than men abusing women is some- 
thing that the public worries less about 

“The complaints we’ve had serve as a 
reminder that suggestions of violence in ad- 
vertisements tend not to find favour with 
the public, whatever the victim’s gender and 
however humorous the intention." 


Peers rally to defend Oxbridge against ministers 


Members of the House of 
Lords will today rally to the de- 
fence of Oxbridge against a gov- 
ernment review of the fees 
which support their colleges. 

Conservative peers say they 
axe expecting support from 
Liberal Democrats and possi- 
bly Labour peers in a debate 


which aims to highlight the 
threat to an Oxbridge approach 
to teaching which has endured 
for 700 years. 

Baroness Blatch said yes- 
terday that the attack was part 
of “the mean politics of envy" 
characteristic of the Govern- 
ment. She spoke of strong ru- 


mours of a personal vendetta by 
Baroness Blackstone, the high- 
er education minister. 

She said: “We know people 
who have been to see ’tony Blair 
about this. We know that there 
is a division between the De- 
partment for Education and 
Downing Street" 


The department dismissed 
the idea of a vendetta as “lu- 
dicrous”. 

Ministers are examining the 
£19m paid to Oxford and the 
£16m to Cambridge in college 
fees each year at the suggestion 
of ihe Dealing review of high- 
er education which reported in 


July. The fees help fund tutors 
and college libraries. 

Last week, the Higher Ed- 
ucation Funding Council 
agreed a series of options as its 
advice to ministers on Oxbridge 
fees. One option might be to 
pay all or pan of the fees to the 
two universities rather than to 
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You wouldn’t hold 
the world’s greatest 
tennis tournament 
anywhere 
but Wimbledon. 


Just as the champions always choose to battle 
It out on Centre Court each year, some of the 
world’s top seeded business players keep 
returning to the International Convention 
Centre, Birmingham. Nowhere else would be 

quite the suns. 

For them, the superb facilities, 
outstanding quality of service, value for mono 
and accessibility of the ICC outvies the 
competition every time. 

For your next meeting, convention or 
conference, make sure you have 

die advantage. Call today on 
0121-200 2000. 

The Ultimate Convention Centre 

Broad" Street ' Bi^ngtm SM« 

www.necgroup.co.uK 
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It’s enough to make you 
lose interest 


in your Building Society. 
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\bu don’t need to save with a Building 
Society to get top interest rates that remain 
consistently high throughout the year. 

At 7.0096 gross,* you'll see our rate 
compares very favourably with the 
competition. Especially when you consider 
we offer instant access with no penalties 
or charges and free telephone banking. 

All this from the comfort of your own 
home 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
So there's never any need to waste time 
queuing at the Building Society. 


Save with Bank of Scotland Banking 
Direct, a safe, secure and profitable home 
for your money. 

For the low-down and an application 
form call us free on 0500 804 804. 
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BANKING" 

DIRECT 

0500 804 804 
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9 £35 m funding review 


individual colleges. 

Lady Young, chairman of 
the association of Conservative 
peers, said: “The expenditure 
is a drop in the ocean but to Ox- 
ford and Cambridge it is vital, 
especially for the poorer col- 
leges. If this money goes, my old 
college, St Anne’s, would lose 


three-quarters of a million a 
year.” Options for Oxbridge in- 
cluded charging top-up fees 
and taking only rich students, 
or Lhe end of the tutorial sys- 
tem and job losses, she said. 

Lord Beloff, a Tbry peer and 
former Oxford don, said- “The 
fact that not every university can 


operate this system does not 
make it less valuable." 

A spokeswoman for the de- 
partment said: “Ministers ... 
will look at what the funding 
council have to say and an- 
nounce their findings." 

— Judith Judd, 
Education Ecfftor 
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Blair advised against an appearance on Labour’s by-election campaign trail 


Tony Blair is ‘unlikely' to 

go to Beckenham to 

support Labour's by- 
election campaign. Colin 

Brown, Chief Political 

Correspondent, says the 
Liberal Democrats are 

claiming it is a signal 

that Labour doubts that 
it can win. 

Tony Blair broke with. tradition 
by incoming the first Prime 
Minister for decades to cam- 
paign in the Uxbridge by-elec- 
tion. but party sources sard 
yesterday that he was -unlike- 
ly” to repeat it in the by-elec- 
tion at Beckenham. 

William Hague, the Tory 
leader, made a brief appearance 
at a grant-maintained girls’ 
school in the constituency yes- 
terday and Paddy Ashdown, the 
Liberal Democrat leader, is 


due to arrive oh Monday. The 
Liberal Democrats claimed the 
Prime Minister's reluctance to 
go to Becke nham was 3 sign 
that Labour doubts it can win. 

“If be doesn't come here, it 
just shows they are are afraid 
of being beaten. He may have 
learnt his lesson from 
Uxbridge. He may have felt 
damaged by that,” said Edward 
Davey, the MP and “minder" 
for the Liberal Democrat can-' 
didate in the by-election, 25- 
year-old Rosemary Vetterlein. 

Mr Blair was warned that he 
was fashioning a rod for his own 
back by going to Uxbridge, 
which the Tories held, and it 
could be a handy weapon with 
which to beat the Government 
if he showed up in the leafy Ibry 
suburbs in south London now. 

The by-election, set for 20 
November, was caused by the 
resignation of Piers Merchant, 
the Tory MP, after he was caught 
on video under a “moving 


duvet” with a Soho dub hostess 
who was also a Tory supporter. 
But sleaze, could backfire foe 
Labour whfie ccuurovefsy is 
raging oyer Labour Party fimd- 
ing from the chiefs of Formula 
One motor radsg. 




sort of rqCk-aoSd Ttxy 
Labour cot44 not dreamirfwih 
ning before 1 May. Bob Hugh- 
es, who stood for Labour ntthe 


from the Tbriesof 15 petcaht, 
but stflLiaQed to win the suit. 
He 'shrugged off 


mined that he is encouraging 
tactical voting by LiberalDe- 
mocrat supporters, whose votes 
could bpld.the key to the itsulL 
. Jacquie Lait, the Tbtycan- ' 
didate, hetoa.two-minirte silence 
under a Spanish. Oak tree with 
11 suppoitexsrduii^ 
yesterday'. Tfkymjfyhave been 
privately praying for the Liber- 
al Democrat vote to hold up. 






On the hustings Lib Dem candidate Rosemary Vetterldn (right) canvassing - 


Starting up a small business? 


ZT wMi Hilary Gaster photograph: P^ter Macrfiarmid 

Beckenham yesterday with Hilary t * asce ^ 


Low-earner 


tax scheme 


under attack 


It's not just 


Nat West 


business customers who sag we 

understand 

the needs of small 

businesses. 


The Chancellor’s plan to 
replace Family Credit, the 
top-up benefit for low 

earners, with a special tax 

allowance for the low 
paid, has run into fierce 
opposition within the 
Treasury. Dkme Coyle, 


Economics Editor, 
reveals that officials are 
only too aware of the 
difficulties of the scheme 
Gordon Brown and his 
adviser, Ed Bails, want to 
introduce. 


Martin Taylor, the Barclays 
Bank chief executive, who 
heads the Government’s tax 
and benefits task force, is said 
by experts who have discussed 
it with him to believe that there 
is not much to be gained from 
abolishing Family Credit in 
favour of a tax relief. 

The row within the Treasury 
has been rumbling for some 
weeks, as officials draw up the 
consultative papers which will 
be published with Mr Brown's 
“Green Budget" later this 
month. Reform of the tax and 


benefit system will be a major 


focus of the statement 

In his July Budget, the 
Chancellor sent a dear signal 
that he favoured replacing the 
existing in-work benefit with a 
tax allowance that tapers off as 
income rises. It would draw 
upon the successful experience 
of the American Earned In- 
come Tax Credit which helps 19 
million lower-paid workers. 

Bui many experts believe the 
disadvantages would outweigh 
the benefits. Pamela Mead- 


stead of a benefit like Family 
Credit has not been made.” 

Her view is in line with a ma- 
jority of the evidence given to 
the Social Security Select Com- 
mittee in its recent hearings. 

The proposed tax allowance 
would have a key benefit. It 
would reduce the tax paid on 
extra pound earned by 


drawing the allowance gradu- 
ally. This would contrast with 
the poverty trap that exists for 
those whose income rises just 
enough to disqualify them en- 
tirely for Family Credit 
However, it has a number of 
disadvantages. The main one, 
over which the Conservative 
scheme was blocked in the 
House of Lords, was the ad- 
ministrative burden it- would 
place on employers. In addition, 
employers would gain a lot of 
additional information about 
the financial and family cir- 
cumstances of their employees. 

Furthermore, Ramify Cred- 
it is mainly paid to women, 
whereas men would be the 
main recipient of a tax al 
lowance. A tax credit scheme 
would also require joint taxa- 
tion of couples, rather than in 
dependent taxation, because it 
would be calculated od a house- 
hold rather than an individual 
basis. Many people in the 
I Labour Party campaigned 
against the scheme in 1985 on 
i precisely these gender grounds. 

; Research carried out for 
r the Joseph Rowntree Founda- 
: tion has also indicated that 
- the American Earned Income 
? Tax Credit has drawbacks in 
practice. Not the least of these 
; is that it is thought to be very 
i prone to fraudulent claims. 

However, officials say the 


ows, director of the Policy 
Studies Institute, said: “The 
consensus is that there would 
be great difficulties in switch- 

Chancellor and Mr Balls are ab- 
solutely determined to press 
ahead. One said: “They want a 
big idea on tax and benefits, and 

ing. The case for a tax credit in- 

this is the one they want” 


Ex-MP ‘crushed’ by party 


When it comes to storting up o ^moli 
business, NotWest is the people's choice. 

And here's just o few of the reosons why. 

Free Business Start-Up Guide. 

Free Bonking for up to 18 months. 

Free help and guidance from o NotWest 

Small Business Adviser. 

Free Businessline - c 24 hour, telephone 

banking service. 


BANK THAT UNDERSTANDS i HE 
NEEDS OF NEW BUSINESSES. 


NATWEST 

BARCLAYS 

LLOYDS 

MIDLAND 


25% 

; 5% 
1 5 c "c 


And if uou open q Smoll Business Account 
before December 31st 1997, there’s even more. 

Free 'Year 2000 Computer Problem' Guide. 

25% Discount on registering the name of 
pour new business.' 

10% Discount on Business Insurance.' 

For more information, talk to the Small 
Business Adviser in your high street branch or 
coll 0800 777 888 today. 


Proposals to break up the Hen 


don North Conservative Asso- 


ciation arc directly related to a 
Commons revolt that embar- 
rassed the Government before 
the election. Sir John Goist, the 
former MP, protested yesterday. 

The National Union of the 
Conservative Party decided last 
week that it was “minded” to 
expel the association following 
allegations of irregularities re- 
lating to membership, nomi- 
nation of candidates, the 
appointment of an agent, and 
the retrospective use of £19,000 
from the party's property fund. 


But Sir John, who embar- 


rassed the last Government by 


voting against it in protest over 
broken promises relating to a 
local hospital, told The Inde- 
pendent: “If you can’t muzzle 
and regiment an MP, then your 
only alternative is to undermine 
his constituency support, be- 
cause you can crush him by un- 
dermining his power base. 

Complaints against the man- 
agement of the local party were 
brought to a head in October, • 
after it expelled two women 
parliamentary candidates. 

— Anthony Bevins 


NatWest 

More than just a bank 
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Ecclestone revelations put parties on a collision course 


Part * Political funding began to 
unravel last night after it was 
Revealed that Formula One’s 
Bornie Ecclestone gave £lm to 
Labour, and £10m plus a £4m loan 
*° the "lories. Anthony Bevins and Kim 
Serrgupta report on an issue at the 
heart of democracy. 

S e ^- < f*^ uences of Lhe decision of 
Sir Patrick NeD, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Standards in Public Life, to force 
the return of Labour’s Lira, were slowly 
sinking m at Westminster lak night. 

Not only could it reinforce an expect- 
ed cap on election spending for all parties, 
but it could also lead to the exposure of 
controversial Conservative funding. 

The Prime Minister’s Office suggested 
that if Mr Ecclestone's donation was to be 
returned because of the decision on tobacco 
sponsorship of Formula One racing. Con- 
servative government decisions, and relat- 
ed funding, would also require examination. 

A spokesman said: “The logical con- 
clusion is that you now have to trawl 
through every government policy in the past 
and the future. And that applies to the last 
Conservative government as well.” 

Giving a further illustration of the log- 
ical consequences of Sir Patrick's ruling, 
the No 10 spokesman said that trade union 
funding of the Labour Party might be 
brought into question if the Government 
decided on a higher-than-expected mini- 
mum wage for low-paid employees, rep- 
resented by unions like Unison! 

One immediate result of the ruling is 
that the expected legislation on party 
funding - separate from Sir Patrick’s 
longer-term inquiry into the question - is 
to be accelerated. That Bill, currently be- 






ing drafted by the Home Office, includes 
the registration of political parties, the iden- 
tification of people who donate more 
than £5.000 to parties, and a ban on 
foreign funding. 

But Sir Patrick's intervention could also 


force the parties to declare the amounts 
paid by donors. As Labour’s proposals 
stand, Mr Ecclestone’s £lm donation 
would be included in a group of those mak- 
ing donations of more than £5,000 - giv- 
ing no clue as to the scale of the gift. 


As for state funding of the parties, 
William Hague, the lory leader, said be did 
not favour it, adding: U 1 do not think that 
the taxpayer should pay for political par- 
ties. They should have their own cam- 
paigns.” The Downing Street spokesman 


said Mr Blair also was not persuaded that 
it would be right. 

“One of the reasons he is not per- 
suaded,” be said, “is the taxpayer might le- 
gitimately think, why should we be paying 
for politicians to tear lumps off each oth- 


Share of the cake: Bemie Ecdestone 
celebrating Michael Schumacher’s 100th 
Grand Prix with Ferrari tsannwte 
Eddie Irvine, left, and team boss Luca 
Di Montezemolo Photograph: Afisport 


er al election time? The public don't like 
either of these things. They don't like it that 
we have to go out and gel this money, like- 
wise they are not going to be terribly keen 
00 funding political parties." 

Paddy Ashdown, who said earlier that 
he had rejected the offer of a £lm dona- 
tion before the last election - thought to 
have been offered by Mohamed Al fayed 
- said last night that there might have to 
be a core of slate funding but that Lhe bulk 
of party money should come from private 
donations, which should all be itemised and 
identified in full. 

Professor Anthony King, a member of 
Sir Patrick's committee, said that in his fore- 
word 10 the Ministerial Code of Conduct, 
that the Prime Minister had said ministers 
should not accept gifts, hospitality or oth- 
er services which might, or which might 
seem to, put them under an obligation. 

“If that goes for individual ministers it 
might go for political parties ... Mere dis- 
closure of names of the people who give 
donations is not going to prove adequate". 

Mr Ecclestone - the man in the im- 
mediate Hring line - said he would put the 
returned Elm in the bank. A Labour 
spokesman said the party would have no 
difficulty in returning the cash, suggesting 
that Labour had enough of an overdraft 
facility to back the cheque. 

Briefly interviewed on BBC Radio 4’s 
World at One, Mr Ecclestone said his do- 
nation had nothing to do with tobacco ad- 
vertising. “This was well before anybody 
started talking about tobacco advertising," 
be said. 


TORY MINISTER WHO TOOK ON THE TOBACCO GIANTS AND LOST 


It was somehow fitting that on 
her retirement. Lady Thatch- 
er should become a consultant 
for Philip Morris at around 
£550.000 a year. She was. af- 
ter all, carrying on the tradition 
of Conservative Party’s long 
and lucrative links with the 
tobacco industry. 

The tobacco lobby and the 
sporting bodies it sponsors 
have always had influential 
friends at Central Office, and 


Tory politicians, even ministers, 
who cross them did not survive 
for long. The Independent can 
tell the stoiy of how one min- 
ister, Richard Tracey, was 
forced out when he tried to 
take on these vested interests. 

In 1985. Mr Tracey, the 
member for Surbiton and, at 
41. a rising young star of the 
party, was made minister of 
sport by Margaret Thatcher. . 
He was soon being told by var- 


ious bodies and individuals, in- 
cluding television producers, 
that the tobacco companies 
were bending the rules in the 
televised sports they spon- 
sored especially snooker and 
motor racing. 

In snooker, BBC producers 
complained, the tobacco com- 
pany sponsoring events had 
even started painting the sets 
in the colour of a ' cigarette 
brand. Mr Tracey instructed his 


civil servants to txy and nego- 
tiate voluntary restrictions with 
the tobacco industry. Warnings 
soon followed; be was told the 
industry had “powerful sup- 
porters al court”- He was also 
presented with the scenario of 
the sports abandoning Britain 
with consequent job losses, 
just as the Labour govern- 
ment is now facing over 
- Formula One. 

However, Mr Tracey pur- 


sued the reforms. He was told 
again, by some senior Tories. 
that he was doing his career no 

good. 

The beginning of the end 
came, said a senior Tory 
source, when the party was 
made an offer during the 1987 
election campaign that they 
could not refuse. Just a week 
before polling day, the fortunes 
of Neil Kinnock and Labour 
suddenly seemed to rise. There 


was panic at Central Office at 
what became known as 
“Wobbly Thursday”. 

A last-minute advertising 
blitz was planned by the cam- 
paign organisers. However, the 
cost looked and prohibitive. 
Tory sources have revealed 
that a senior figure represent- 
ing the tobacco industry then 
stepped in and offered assis- 
tance amounting to around 
£2m, in return asking for the 


head of Mr Tracer. It is claimed 
the tobacco lobby offered lo 
make available not just cash, 
but billboards sites, which 
would not have been easy to 
book at that late stage, and 
newspaper advertising space. 

After the election triumph, 
Mr Tracey was expected to be 
promoted. He was acknowl- 
edged to have carried out his 
main task well - combating 
football hooliganism after the 


Heysel disaster. Instead, he was 
demoted to the back benches. 

Mr Tracey said yesterday: 
“When Margaret told me she 
wanted me to relinquish my po- 
sition. I was shocked and dis- 
appointed. Of course I have 
often wondered whether my op- 
position to the tobacco lobby 
played a part. 

“Others who have stood 
up to the tobacco lobby have 
suffered." — Kim Sengupta 
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Three good reasons to ' find out more. 




and plays 
likea real piano 

Advanced Yamaha technology 
combines with 100 years of 
traditional piano craftsmanship lo 
create an instrument that sounds 
and plajs just like a real piano 

and ofiers so much more. 
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practice on 
headphones 

Unlike a traditional piano, the 
Clavinova's headphone socket 
allows you to practice at any time 
of the day or night* without 
disturbing family and neighbours. 




?j$tytonwve, 
never needs tuning 

The revolutiooary Yamaha 
Oavinova is moch lighter and 
easier to transport than 2 
traditional piano, and never 
requires tuning. 
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Free from charges 


Banking with First Direct is free because we do not 
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday banking 
transactions, even If you're overdrawn. And all our 
customers automatically receive an overdraft of £250 
- also free of any fees. So compared to other high street 
bank accounts you’re better off with First Direct from 
day one. We're a member of the HSBC Group which is 
one of the largest banking and financial services 
organisations in the world, and in the course of a year 
you’ll find we offer more cost effective current account 
banking. And the service we provide means you benefit 
In many other ways too. 


By telephone, 24 hours a day 


We provide the ultimate in convenience. You can bank 
with us at any time, 365 days (and nights) of the year, 
from wherever there's a telephone, in your home, office 
or car. And all UK calls are charged at local rates. 


Personal and professional service 


Every, call is answered by our Banking Representatives. They have all 
they need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day banking 
needs. And when you require more specialised assistance, such as a 
loan, they can instantly refer you to someone who can help. 


Getting cash is easy 


Every Cheque Account customer receives the 
First Direct Card. This allows you to 
' j withdraw up to £500 a day from 
over 12.500 cash machines around 

P the UK, including those of Midland. 

it also guarantees cheques for 
£100 and includes the Switch 
payment facility. 


So is paying bills 


Our service includes a free bill payment service. Simply call, tell us 
who to pay, how much and when, and we do iL This means you can 
arrange to pay your bills at the most convenient time without the 
need to keep having to remember to organise l L 


A full banking service with more benefits 


As wefl as our Cheque Account we offer saving, borrowing, travel and 
insurance services cost effectively by telephone. Take saving; our rates 
are always competitive, we offer transfers to and from your Cheque 
Account So your money is always working hard without the 
need tor you to do the same. 


Why pay to 
bank when 
First Direct 
is free? 
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Annual current account charges 


If you re paying more are you with the right bank? 

2 ? 0800 24 24 24 

Call free anytime quoting reference BB832 


We v/ork hard to maintain the service 


The best people to demonstrate the quality of a banking service 
are Its customers - 8796' of ours have recommended us to their 
friends and colleagues in the last 12 months. 


Transferring your account is straightforward 


We appreciate how daunting changing bank accounts can be. 
So we help you to make it more straightforward. We can save you 
time by completing the application form with you over the phone, 
and giving you a decision, subject to a couple of further checks, 
almost Immediately. Then we help you to make transferring your 
salary, tfreet debits and standing orders as simple as possible 
too. But first we make it easy (and free) to find out more. Call now on 
0800 24 24 24 or complete the coupon. 


or complete the coupon and post to: i 

I First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds LS98 2RF, 
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I fsHsnsfci 1 
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1 postcode □□□□□nnn i 
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US struggles to find allies as Baghdad stands firm 


Diplomats were still 

working last night on a 

resolution to force Iraq 
to end its obstruction of 
weapons inspections. 
Mary Dejevs ky in 
Washington says the US 
is combining fresh 
warnings to Saddam 
with attempts to forge a 
united front at the UN. 


Speaking at the solemn national 
commemoration of Veterans 
Day in Ubshiogton yesterday. 
President BUI Clinton warned 
Iraq not to persist in its defi- 
ance. UN weapons inspections, 
he said, had “discovered and 
destroyed more weapons than 
in the whole of the Gulf War . 
Iraq’s interference with UN 
weapons inspections, he said 
,was “unacceptable". 


The inspectors, he said, em- 
phasising every word, “are do- 
ing what they should be doing. 
They must go back to work”. 

E arlie r, William Cohen, the 
Defense Secretary, said there 
would be no concessions. He 
had postponed his planned 
visit to China and the Far East 
in case “any sort of military ac- 
tion” was necessary. 

The new warnings came af- 
ter Iraqi officials turned away' 
Americans participating in UN 
weapons inspection teams for 
ninth day. Speaking in the cor- 
ridors of the UN yesterday, 
Tariq Aziz the Iraqi deputy 

prime minister gave no hint that 

Iraq will change its position. 
Having insisted the previous 
day that Iraq had complied with 
UN requirements, but also bad 
grievances which needed to be 
addressed, yesterday he con- 
tested UN and US figures for 
Lbe composition of UN teams. 


Iraq maintains that Unseam 
-the UN commission set up to 
oversee the disarming of Iraq 
after the Gulf Mr - and the 
weapons inspections teams in- 
clude a disproportionate num- 
ber of Americans. 

The arithmetical arguments 
appear trivial, but they display 
tfe depth of Iraqis irritation, the 
detail into which the depute has 
descended, and the hair-split- 
ting that could weffl become part 
of mevrotnalsettlraient if mil- 
itary force is averted. 

^hile Washington was still 
holding the military option in 
reserve, it was giving priority 
yesterday to.keqjingtoeinbers 
of the UN Security Council on 
its side. Any appearance of a 
united front crumbled three 
weeks ago, when the US made 
its first attempt to punish Iraq’s 
recaldtrancCcrverWeapbnsin- 
spectiohs by augmenting sanc- 
tions with a travel ban on Iraqi 


officials. Although that mo- 
tion passed, France, Russia 
and China abstained and the 
ban was never implemented. It 
is now part of the draft resolu- 
tion being jointly formulated by 
the US and Britain which is ex- 
pected to be placed before the 
Security Council today. 

In London, British officials 

predicted the joint US/British 
resolution would be passed 
unanimously, and with only 
slight modification. - 

France and Russia, howev- 
er, were said lo be unhappy with 
another aspect of the draft 
which threatened unspecified 
“serious consequences" if Iraq 
continued to reject UN in- 
spections. 

While an eventual solution 
migh t indude shifting the com- 
position of inspection teams to 
include more non-Americans, 

it was hard yesterday to see any 
more room for manoeuvre. 



Hropowerr A US fighter prepares to 


^offfron, the USS Nhnhz .n the An*- Sea yestenUy 


Photograph: AFP 


"MY DAD'S CAR IS BETTER THAN 

YOUR DAD'S CAR."* 


Azeris celebrate^ 
turning on the oil 
tap to prosperity 

_ A 1 



Azerbaijan is predominantly 
Muslim. But today, any re- 
strictions that the faith may im- 
pose are likely to be set aside 
as the country takes a day off 
to celebrate a decisive moment 
in its troubled history, along with 
a bevy of international digni- 
taries, including a Foreign Of- 
fice minister, and the top brass 
from British Petroleum. 

The reason why the world’s 
power brokers have descended 
on this former Soviet republic 
is oil, and lots if it. That, and a 
political contest between the 
planet's biggest, and roughest 
plavers — from Russia, to Iran, 
Turkey and the United States 
- for access to the next centu- 
ry's energy reserves. 

Today Azerbaijan will cele- 
brate the first flow of oil from 
the Caspian, produced by the 
Azerbaijan International Op- 
erating Company (AIOC), a 
consortium of ofl companies led 
by BP, but dominated by the 
US. It is the first reward from 
the so-called “Deal of the Cen- 
tury” - the rights, shared by five 
consortia, to extract or explore 
for Azerbaijan's huge Caspian 
oil reserves. 

lb mark the occasion, the 
President, Haidar Aliyev will be 


flown by helicopter to an AIOC 
oil platform, Chirag-L 80 miles 
out in the Caspian where, 

watched by a party of ministers 

and top oil executives - in- 
cluding the Foreign Office min- 
ister, Derek Fatchett and BP’s 
chairman, Peter Sutherland - he 
wfll symbolically turn on the oil 

Today’s oil will be but a trick- 
le when compared with the 700- 
800,000 barrels a day that 
Azerbaijan expects to extract 
from the Caspian by 2010. It wifl 
be routed through the first of 
two “early” oil pipes, a refur- 
bished Russian system that 
runs through Chechnya (where 
Moscow hopes it will act as a 
political lubricant! to the Black 
Sea. 

The second early oil route 
runs westwards to the Black Sea 
through Georgia, although that 
pipeline will not be repaired un- 
til the end of next year. The un- 
resolved issue is the path of a 
far larger pipeline which will 
carry Azeri oil to the west. 
Research is under way into 
three possibilities put forward 
by the AIOC: the same routes 
as the early ofl, or via Georgia 
to the southern Turkish port of 
Ceyban. 

— Phil iteeves, Baku 
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You’ve just 
spotted a low cost 
personal loan. 
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MAGAZINE VOTED THE FIAT BRAVA FAMILY CAR OF THE YEAR.) 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday: 
wvwAwlliiimdi Please quota rat 1ND IT 


Because you wan. your kids to enjoy the best of everything, you reaily uaust 

take a look at the Fiat Brava. _ 

After all. BBC Top Gear magazine rate it this years Top Famiiy Gar- Tha 

partly because die Brava doesn’t look l ike yonr run of the mill family car. 

. ‘ Bravo *”2^ 


Brava 

1-8ELX 

(Matd Br j 


Brava 

1.8ELX 

twto fik l 


(Pat a cardboard box nest to the photo above. See, no resemblance whatsoever.) 
It’s also because the Brava’s interior combines all the features you could 
want in a family car, with the style you expect to find in a sports car. 

Add to that finance deals which mean you can own a car and still afford 

to buy new shoes for the kids, and E ^ 


Direct Line FImmU Service, Umted. 150 Sc Vincent Street; CtngDW. G2 SSH. 
YOU mutt be aged 22 or over. Uma tarn a ,000 id £15,000. subject to ttMXtS. 
Wrtarei qomthms on request. Cals may bo recorded. Direct line and tfao red phone 
are trarimm s/ ta of Direct Lino Itmirwoco pk. iwed whti ta p w ns b rton. 
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■Mtfr £155.00 £207.00 


to buy new shoes for the Bias, ana Brava ELX 

• • Chore* of 1 A 1.8 or 1.9TO engines, 

there’s only one family car to go for. windows and 

The one that's better than your kid’s 


Win the full set of MGM Bond Films and a 
Sony SLVE220 Video Recorder 
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Do not miss this one opportunity 
to win the full collection of seven- 
teen films, all featuring the infa- 


T? CSSS this competition simply 
dial 0930 564 007, answer file 
following question on line leaving 
your name and full address : 
Which film saw Pierce Brosnan’s 
debut as Bond. 


0 ^ £5,662.00 fflWMS "* 


Amount __ M £11^242,00 £14,925-63 

YEARS Baanc ‘ d £S>580 ' 00 gs 


The one that’s better than your kids #6f ^ rodio _^ 

friend's dad’s car. - Remote control central locking. 

„ • Power steering. ■ Driver's airbag. 

Call 0800 71 7000. bttp:/Avww. . Kg y 

fiat.co.uk” or visit your local Fiat 


mous breath-taking stunts, deadly 
weapons and sexy women - all 
unique to Bend, James Bond - the 
most famous secret agent in the 
world. 


dealer for more information. 


, Brava rang* start 5 ot £11,242 OTR. 


DRIVEN BY PASSION 


Fi HA • 7 


Wc have one set lo win which 
includes: On Her Majesty’s Seem 
Service; For Yoor Eyes Only; 
Otto pussy; A View to a Kill; The 

Living Daylights; licence lo Kilt 
Thu oddball; The Mu With The 
Golden Gun; The Spy Who Loved 
Me Diamonds Are Forever; %w 
Only Live Twice: Goldfloger; 
Moonraker; Front Russia With 

Love; Live and Let Die; Dr No and 
Goldeneye. 



With this prize comes a iop of tile 
range Sonjr SLVE220 Video 


— . © 0 •• m 


C<f GOING TO PP£5S IE, 1057. 


Recorder - including multi-band 
remote control ana Vtdeo+ to 


remote control anti Video+ to 
name just a few of its features. 
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Trial to look inside 
mind of America’s 
most wanted man 


The trial of the Montana 
Hermit Identified as the 
Unabomber opens 
today. The argument 
will not turn on whether 
he is guilty of conducting 
a 17-year bombing 
cam F»*gn, but on 
whether he is mentally 
ill. 


“To get our message before the 
public with some chance of 
nwking a lasting impression, 
we've had to kill people." 

So wrote the Unabomber in 
his 35,000-word manifesto, in 
which he advocated revolution 
against the industrial system 
and claimed to be part of a 
shadowy group called “FC". 
FC, or Freedom Club, as the 
FBI claims the letters stood for, 
was stamped in metal on parts 
of some of the 16 bombs dis- 
patched by the Unabomber. 

But FC never existed, it is al- 
leged, except in the writings of 
55-year-old Theodore Kaczyn- 
ski, a former Berkeley maths 
professor who goes on trial in 
Sacramento today. Mr Kaczyn- 
ski is charged with the murders 
of computer store owner Hugh 
Scrutton in 1985 and timber 
lobbyist Gilbert Murray 10 
years later. He is also charged 
with sending two bombs in 
1993 that injured a Yale com- 
puter scientist and a Universi- 
ty of California geneticist. 

Prosecutors say they will 
also tie him to 12 other bomb- 
ings that made the Unabomber 
the subject of the FBI's longest 
manhunt and accorded him 
near-legendary status in the an- 
nals of US crime. He is also ac- 
cused of nearly downing a 
passenger jet 

The American media has af- 
forded Mr Kaczynslti not the 
merest glimmer of doubt. The 


BY TIM 
CORNWELL 


trial is expected to turn large- 
ly on the question of whether 
his lawyers, backed by his fam- 
iky. can persuade jurors to spare 
him the death penalty. Prose- 
cutors say Mr Kaczynski is con- 
demned by his own words. A 
hand-written autobiography, 
journals and a numeric code, 
which “together contain ad- 
missions or inculpatory state- 
ments to each of the. 16 
bombing incidents’', were 
found in his Montana cabin. 



Kaczynski: His lawyers admit 
he confessed to bombings 

His attorneys admit they 
are his. Just as Mr Kaczynski 
meticulously hand-crafted his 
lethal parcels, so he carefully 
recorded the results- They 
prove that from as early as 1966, 
the chronically shy Mr Kaczyn- 
ski. a young prodigy who 
dropped out of a promising aca- 
demic career, formed a “desire 
to Idir, the government says. 

“Experiment 97. 11 De- 
cember 1985. 1 planted bomb 
disguised to look like scrap of 
lumber behind Rentech Com- 


pute Store in Sacramento.” 
This was the entry marking Mr 
Murray’s death. “According to 
San Francisco Examiner, Dec 
20, the ‘operator’ (owner? man- 
ager?) of the store was killed, 
‘blown to bits’." 

In 1981 a bomb was discov- 
ered and defused at the Uni- 
versity of Utah. “1 attempted a 
bombing and spent nearly 300 
bucks just for travel expenses, 
motel, clothing for disguise, 
etc," the journals read. “The 
thing failed to explode. Damn." 

In November 1979 an in- 
cendiary bomb exploded in the 
bold of an American Airlines 
jet en route to Washington, 
forcing an emergency landing. 

“In some of my notes f 
mentioned a plan for revenge 
on society,” Mr Kaczynski 
wrote a month later. “Plan was 
to blow up one airliner in flight 
Late summer and early au- 
tumn I constructed device.” 

The friendless Mr Kaczyn- 
ski lived in Montana in a tiny 
shack for 20 years, honing his 
arguments that industrial tech- 
nology was the bane of hu- 
mankind. 

In 1995, his manifesto was 
published by American news- 
papers in return for a promised 
end to his bombing campaign. 
It led his suspicious younger 
brother, David Kaczynski, to 
turn him in. Agents also re- 
covered a handwritten draft of 
the manifesto and a carbon 
copy of the type-written version 
sent to the New York Tones. 

With jury selection expect- 
ed to last up to a month, David 
Kaczynski leads those pleading 
for mercy, arguing that though 
his brother bad an IQ of 170, 
he was disturbed. The defence 
are expected to argue that Mr 
Kaczynski, if not insane, is 
worthy of compassion. But he 
has not helped himself by re- 
fusing to be examined by gov- 
ernment psychiatrists. 



Big country: FBI agents in body armour keep their distance during the Freemen siege in Montana last year 


Photograph: AP 


Montana’s vast badlands make a state fit for misfits 


If there was ever a natural 
habitat for Theodore Kaczyn- 
ski, it was the state of Mon- 
tana, a vast, empty sanctuary 
for misfits, misanthropes and 
fugitive scoundrels from 
almost the very birth of the 
United States of America. 

For one thing, everyone 
minds their business - and who 
wouldn't in a place three times 
the size of England, where the 
nearest neighbour to snoop on 
might be 50 miles? Montana 
is where you do your own 
thing. 

Alooe of US states, it abol- 
ished all speed limits (though 
that vas not ofinuch interest 
to Mr’Kacaynksi whose pre- 
ferred method of travel from 


his shack in the woods to pick 
up the mail and groceries in 
town was an ancient bike). 

In Montana you can drive 
at 80mph down razor straight 
B-roads slicing across the high 
plains, and not see a souL Only 
a scattering of seedy, faded 
towns with names like Paradise 
bteaks the monotony. 

Ebr dropouts, recluses and 
misfits like Mr Kaczynski, par- 
adise is what Montana was. 
From the earliest days of the 
West, men on the run were 
attracted to its hills, forests and 
ranges, and its proximity to 
Canada. A hundred years 
later, Vietnam draft-dodgers 
gravitated there for the same 
reason. 


Butch Cassidy and the Sun- 
dance Kid chilled out in Mon- 
tana for a while. More recently 
the .selection of residents has 
become even more bizarre, 
not just eccentrics and an al- 
leged criminal genius like Mr 
Kaczynski, but far-right mili- 
tiamen convinced that just 
across that C anadian border 
black-clad troops in heli- 
copters were massing, about to 
take over the US in the name 
of the United Nations. 

Then there were the 
Freemen. They holed them- 
selves up with a small arsenal 
of weapons in a ranch at the 
opposite end of the state, 
around the same time as the 
Unabomber was caugbL 


So idiosyncratic were the 
Freemen than even the Mili- 
tia of Montana regarded them 
as seriously unhinged. They 
threatened to hang the local 
sheriff, issued their own cur- 
rency and finally “seceded" 
from the “Satan” of the Unit- 
ed States before giving them- 
selves up. Not surprisingly, 
bumper stickers began to 
appear around Montana, pro- 
claiming “At Least Our Cows 
Aren’t Mad." 

Maybe the climate has 
something to do with this pro- 
liferation of the bizarre. Mon- 
tana may have lately turned 
wacky, but it has always been 
a hard place to live. Farming 
is mainly a drought-plagued 


hardscrabble affair. The plains 
are blazing hot in summer, but 
icy cold in winter, scoured by 
mighty blizzards sweeping out 
of the Rockies. 

But suburbanisation and 
Western chic arc an even 
greater threat to the land 
where the buffalos and 
cowboys roamed. Today, cities 
like Billings and Missoula are 
strip mall-sirewn specimens of 
anywhere USA. Out on the 
range. Media glitterati such as 
Ted Turner and NBC News 
anchor Tom Brokaw have 
ranches. However much true 
Montanans detest it, the Big 
Sky Country is becoming the 
Big Dude Country. 

— Rupert Cornwell 
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First train to 
Serbia keeps 
Balkan peace 
on track 


The first trains in six 
years started rolling 
between Serbia and 
Croatia yesterday. 

Marcus Tanner says this 
marks a milestone in the 
slow reconciliation 
between the two former 
Yugoslav republics that 
went to war in 1991. 


In che days of Josip Tito, Yu- 
goslavia s Communist leader for 
35 years, the Belgrade-Zagreb 
railway w as one of the busiest 
lines in Europe. 

BuQl under the Habsburg 
dynasty to bind their sprawling 
and restless Slav domains with 
Budapest and the great impe- 
rial metropolis of Vienna, the 
railway under Tito evolved into 
one of the great thoroughfares 
of the continent, ferrying trav- 
ellers between the old Yu- 
goslav (and Serbian ) capital of 
Belgrade to the Croatian cap- 
ital, Zagreb, in luxury express 
trains in less than four hours, 
as well as transporting passen- 
gers from Italy and Germany 
and northern Europe towards 
Greece, Turkey and beyond. 

When the line closed in the 
summer of 1991 amid heavy 
fighting around the city of 
Vukovar in Croatia, it was a sure 
sign that the fierce quarrel be- 
tween Serbia and Croatia over 
the direction post-Tito Yu- 
goslavia should take was rum- 
bling towards an all-out war. 

Yesterday s reopening was a 
more humble affair - a mere 
three carriages trundled the few 
miles from Vinkovct in eastern 
Croatia to Sid, on Serbia's 
western border. The train was 
expected to make the return 


journey after a brief ceremony 
hosted by Serb, Croat and UN 
officials. 

The" event was histone, none 
the less. Since war broke out be- 
tween the Serb-dominated Yu- 
goslav army and the forces of 
the breakaway Croatian re- 
public, Serbs and Croats have 
lived almost hermetically sealed 
off from one another. 

The road border between 
the two states was, until re- 
cently, closed to ad except UN 
peacekeepers patrolling the 
war-devastated and disputed, 
Serb-occupied stretch of east- 
ern Slavonia. In Croatia, mo- 
torway signs that pointed to 
destinations in Serbia were 
taken down or painted over. 

Buses and rail passengers 
wishing to reach one another's 
capital cities were forced to take 
vast detours through southern 
Hungary and even Austria. Tele- 
phone lines were similarly cat. 

The slow resumption of ties 
and rail and land traffic, is, in 
a sense, an admission of defeat 
by the Serbs. It suggests they 
recognise the border between 
Serbia and Croatia is fixed and 
final and have given up any 
hope of annexing the Serb-pop- 
ulated Krajina region. After 
Croatia reconquered Krajina 
with relative ease in August 
1995, those hopes were dashed, 
and the two eventually recog- 
nised each other in 1996. 

Trains connecting Zagreb 
with Belgrade are expected to 
be restored by 199& “Step by 
step, and well have again a 
four-hour journey to Bel- 
grade," said Veljko, 33, whose 
private firm is working on 
restoring business ties with 
companies in Belgrade. “With 
passports in pockets this time,” 
he said. “But that's life." 



Members of the Wtesungen Carnival Club in Thueringen, Germany; which has been holding an annual carnival since 
1534. The town's SBJy Season officially begins at II. 1 1 am in II November each year . Photograph: AFP 


Riot fears prompt Belgian 

town to ban gatherings 

. Belfflu 10 issu^ a special de- 

The mayor of Lokeren m n gathering in groups of none 

eree yesterday banning unrest in Brussels spiked 

than five. The m<rn i i ° Moroccan dings dealer on 

off after police fatally shot an alleg 

Friday. „ . , ,r rtr . h African immigrant youths have 

police with stones and overturne pa — _neueers^ Brussels 

It’s good to talk in Finland 

mobile phones in the awW® 50 000 a month, said Mikael 

people at the beginning of October, touow j 

^ Other countries in Europe with more than 20: mobile ; phomes 
per 100 people are Denmark and Iceland. Britain hasl3, Ger- 
many nineand France about 7 ■AnnpdmpCT 100 peapj s. Aib- 
tralla had 28- mobile phones per 100 people, the United States 
20 and Japan 19, according to the ministry. 

Albanians weep for Diana 

A magazine devoted to the life and death of Princess Dana went 
on sale in Albania yesterday and was snapped up with pasacm 
by Albanians eager for a momento of the “People s Pnncess . 
“It’s selling really fast Women almost start crying in the shop 
when they open the magazine," one shop owner said. The British 
princess never visited Albania. 

y — Reuters, Tirana 


Hissing billions blow Germany’s EMU target off course 


Gennatyis40bndeutschmaik5 
short of achieving the goals laid 
down by the Maastricht Treaty 
for European Monetary Union. 
In their half-yearly report, ex- 
perts estimating the govern- 
ment's tax revenue yesterday 
uncovered a hole that is 
DM173bn deep this year, and 
they said another DMZL4bn 
would go missing next year. 

The shortfall is the result of 
slower tha n expected econom- 
ic growth in the first half of the 
year, and, cansequentfy, larger 


than projected state spending 
on the growing number of un- 
employed. Nearly half-a-nnUion 
more Germans are. art of work 
now than this time la& year. 

The new hole, which , was 
predicted by opposition parties 
months ago, comes as a severe 
embarrassment to the govern- 
ment and especially to’ Tbeo 
Waigeh the finance mimster. He 
has staked his poti&cat future 

on the pledge that Gcxmaitywill / 

fulfil to the last decimal point 
the Maastricht deficircriteira. 


. ' With no chance of fulfilling 
the requirements on total pub- 
lic debt the government is 
committed to keeping the bud- 
get deficit under 3 per cent of 
GDP, Having placed the bud- 
get on course for a “point 
landing?; Mr Waigel urgently 
.needs To find the missing 
money.;-! 

, ,.v,?rfejpitfi expected tax rev-_ 
, eone shdrtMs, it will be pos- 
sible tohcfc.tbliieMaastridbt 
■Beaty’s 3 per cent criterion,'’ 
Mr Whigei declared yesterday. 


That has been the mantra all 
year, amid deteriorating eco- 
nomic conditions. 

Although decimal points 
are largely academic, the three- 
point-nought goal has become 
a totem of commitment to a 
hard euro; a symbol of Ger- 
many's determination to allow 
no slacking off. 

Yesterday’s estimates come 
in the wake of a series of crises 
over the budget, each of which 
threatens the survival of Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl’s govern- 


ment and the prospects of the 
euro. 

Six months ago, when the 
same experts uncovered the 
fust of the budget holes, Mr 
Waigel was forced to fly cap in 
hand to the gnomes of Frank- 
furt. 

His scheme to convert the 
Bundesbank's hoard of gold 
into government assets was de- 
feated by the bankers, and Mr 
Waigel had to sell off shares of . 
some publicly-owned compa- 
nies instead. 


In spite of the setback, the 
finance minis ter has not yet re- 
nounced alchemy. “Interest- 
swaps”. the withholding of debt 
repayments and other financial 
trickery are likely to feature in 
his arsenal in the last two 
months of the year. Such mea- 
sures. coupled with yet more 
cuts in public spending, should 
ensure that, come 31 Decem- 
ber, the books will show the 
• numbers that everybody in Eu- 
rope wants to see. 

— Imre Karocs, Bonn 
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You could take Kate Moss home 
if you’re feeling charitable 




'Kate, 1997*, by David Sims, for ‘Harper’s Bazaar* 



Top: *Carotyn on All Fours’, by Kim AndreolB, for German 'Marie Claire’. 
Above left Sandro Sodano’s image for ‘Yisionajre 2000*. Above right: 
‘Ladies’ tights’, by Katerina jebb 


Some of the best fashion 
photographs anywhere 
are for sale, says Tarnsfn 
Blanchard, for a good cause, 
but for one day only. 


It is not often that you get the 
chance to own your own Kate 
Moss. On Friday, the annual 
charity exhibition Fashion Ex- 
posures opens to the public, giv- 
ing you a one^iay opportunity to 
buy original prints by fashion 
photographers. One of the high- 
lights is this fabulously natural 
shot of la Moss, taken by David 
Sims for Harper's Bazaar last 
year. 

Each year, fashion photo- 
graphers donate a print to be 
sold in aid of the industry’s 
charity. Fashion Acts. Last year 
you could pick up a portrait of 
Ossie Dark by Barry Lalegan, 
a laiger-than-Ufe Steven Meisel 
or a Patrick Demarcheber. This 


year's photographers include 
Jeanloup Sieff, Linda and her 
daughter Mary McCartney, 
Steven Klein, and Katerina Jebb. 
Followers of fashion pages will 
also be familiar with Sheridan 
Money’s shot of a sun-dappled 
model Tizer Bailey, as seen in 
the Independent on Sunday Re- 
view, Gavin Bond’s girl on a 
swing, taken for 1-bgueAustndia, 
Sandro Sodano’s picture of 
Michelle Hicks and Honor Fras- 
er for Visionaire’s fashion 2000 
book, and Garth Meyer’s images 
of Africa. 

If you are interested in fash- 
ion or portrait photography, not 
only is this a rare opportunity to 
start or stock up a collection, it 
is also a chance to sport some 
stars of the future. Last year. Tim 
Walker’s image sold for a snip at 
£50. He had just finished a stint 
assisting Richard Avedon. Now 
he’s shooting for British Vogue. 
You never knew whose picture 
may turn out to be an investment 


- and you do not often see so 
many photographers’ work un- 
der one roof. 

If you are more than just a 
window shopper, you have the 
bonus of knowing that your 
money is going to a worthy 
cause. Fashion Acts* causes this 
year include Devon HTV and 
Aids, The Food Chain, a meals- 
on-wheels service for people 
living with HTV and Aids, and 
Infant Aid, which helps support 
children in Romania. Last year 
Fashion Exposures raised 
£28,000. This year, they are aim- 
ing for £30,000. 

If you see a picture you really 
like but can't afford, don't be 
afraid to make an offer. The bad 
news is that the show is for one 
day only. 

‘Fashion Exposures’, at the Royal 
Society af British Sculptors, Dora 
House, 108 Old Brampton Road, 
London SW7, Friday 14 Novem- 
ber, noon-7pm. 



Give the man some Manolo’s 


Manolo Blahnik famously 
makes shoes for women 
to die for. Now, says 
Damian Faxe, he is making 
shoes for men to five for. 


Ssch is the wizardry of Manolo 
BlabmVs fantastical footwear, 
that If he had been plying his 
craft in the 16th century he 
would surely have been buret 
at the stake. If stilettos are the 
work of the devil, then Blahnik’s 
shoes are evfl little miracles: 

Women will gasp “must 
have” and “ter die for” at the 
mere mention of his name. 
But ask most men, and they 
won’t have the least idea who 
or what you’re talking about. 

AD that is about to change. 
Blahnik, who became famous 
for his sexy women's shoes 
throughout the Eighties and 
Nineties, in fact opened his 
London shop in 1973 making 
shoes for men. Next February 
he wilt return to his brogue last 

with aa entire menswear col- 
lection, incorporating 15 styles 
of shoes and sandals m a colour 
palette befitting Brighton’s 
biggest rock candy shop. Prices 
of sandals start at £200, and for 
shoes at £275. 

“SO many men keep pes- 
tering me to make them shoes, 
and now seems like the right 
time to do rt,” says Blahnik. In 
fact, the designer has always 
kept his hand in the men's 
market, creating a small num- 
ber of made-to-measure shoes 
for select customers, including 
his three male employees. 

“I bought my first pair be- 
fore I even started working 
here,** ex plains Jamie Prieto, 
who works at Blahnik’s London 
boutique, “and I have honestly 
never found anything better- 


We had one customer who 
came in and ordered nine pairs 
of the same shoe, all m the same 
colour.” The reason? He had 
discovered what he considered 
to be the perfect pair of shoes. 

However, Blahnik’s collec- 
tion may not be to every man’s 
tastf? from the flights of 
fancy which he so brilliantly 
creates for women, his styles for 
men all start from a classical 
base, with Oxfords, brogues, 
monk straps and even desert 
boots havinga major influence. 
Neat, uncluttered, immacul- 
ately finished, every pair begs 


English understatement and 
Continental sophistication. 

“Men care more about cut 
and comfort, and creating a 
sense of harmony,'* ex plains 
Blahnik. Above aD, however, he 
claims that they want quality. 
“Men like shoes to be an old 
friend that will last for ages.” 

Eventually, Blahnik hopes 

that his male customers will be- 
come as adventurous as the 
women. “For next season we 
will incorporate even more un- 
usual styles, perhaps using bro- 


cade for evening, and intro- 
. during colours such as dusty 
to appear in a Merchant Ivory - pink and arid green for day.” 
adaptation, all olde wo ride In the meantime, however. 



Role reversal: Manolo Blahnik’s sketch (top) for 
a modem-day Oxford shoe; traditional Lobb 
styling (above) for classic women’s shoes 




t 


Blahnik has opted for a care- 
fully measured approach to 
the unpredictable men's mar- 
ket, manufacturing only one 
pair of each style in every size 
and half size. “Unlike women, 
who will try anything new,” he 
claims, “you never knerw exactly 
what men are going to do.” 

Conscious of this predica- 
ment, John Lobb, which holds 
the royal warrant for bespoke 
shoes for men, has made an un- 
precedented move into the in- 
creasingly wealthy and always 
adventurous women’s market. 
T Blahnik, John Lobb has al- 
ways produced a small number 
of shoes for the opposite sex, 

and has mainlair uvi an 


following who are prepared to 
pay highiyfor the privOege.This 
season sees Lobb's first-ever 
collection of women’s ready-to- 
wear shoes . though at prices 
from £230 per pair they are not 
ready for everyone to wear. 

As with Blahnik’s new men’s 
collection, John Lobb has 


favoured a traditional, approach 
to design, achieving feminin ity 
by narrowing and elongating 
the toe instead of raising the 
heeL Like the men's collection, 
they are made in Northampton. 

Shoes this price have to be 
seen as an inves tment. For the 
princely sum of half a month's 
salary, you can secure yourself 
a hand-crafted, hand-stitched 


and hand-finished pair of per- 
fectly executed shoes which 
will only get better with age. 


Manolo Blahnik men’s collec- 
tion, available from February at 
49-51 Old Church Street, SW3 
(0171-3523863) . 

John Lobb, 88Jermyn Street, 
London Wl (0171 930 8089) 

Damian Faxe is fashion writer for 
Tone Out’. 


IN FRANCE, 
A BOTTLE OF 
CHAMPAGNE 


(iijnmi'Durlicne 


IS OPENED 
EVERY 10 SECONDS. 
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Let’s have no more bleating about the Bush 


P'1 


of* 


Yes, London’s premier new- 
writing venue has just suffered a 
-ant cut. But ifS also just won 
this year's Empty Space Award, 
tones Christopher celebrates 25 
years of dramatic innovation atop 

a West London pub. 


The Bush Theatre will celebrate its 25th 
birthday on 30 November by presenting ex- 
tracts from 14 of its greatest bits performed 
bv the original casts. It’s an important piece 
of back-slapping, not because you wfllbe 
able to see Lynda La Plante and Simon Cal- 
low fluff their lines in Sooo -Wilson’s The 
Soul of the White Ant. Bui because 25 years 
of digging rough diamonds out of the fringe 
has made the Bush one of the most expe- 
rienced prospectors of raw talent in Europe. 

I was shocked to discover that this pub 

theatre was actually founded by Brian Mc- 
Dermott a maverick who has been tout- 
ing his transvestite solo turn. The Ado# Hitler 
Show, indiscriminately around the hinge for 


promises, he was sriQ a surprise choice when 
theatre's most famous football haircut Do- 
minic Dromgoole, resigned two years ago. 
“You’ll never get it in a milli on years,” said 
Dromgoole when Bradwell phoned to ask 
whether he should apply. Bradwell out- 
talked his young opponents and duly got ■ 
the job. 

Bradwell has a remarkable perspective. • 
on the place he calls home. Some of it is ... 
contained in the introduction to The Bush • 
Theatre Book (Methuen Drama, £9.99). 
Other parts of it have passed into thespi- 
an folklore. The list of those who gave to 
the cause reads likea Who’s Who of British 
theatre, ranging from directors like Jenny 
Topper and Nicky Fallot to writers like 
Stephen Poliakoff, Snoo Wilson, Doug Lu- 
cie, Sharman MacDonald and Jonathan 
Harvey. 

The Bush's proximity to some of the 
most unlovely streets in London has 
played its own part too. During Billy 
Roctm’sBk^^I?ii^,adrunksiaggered 
up the fire escape (the only way for the ac- 
tors to get to the dressing-room), -walked 
across the set and out the door on his way 



Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


decades. For many years I thought, "There 
but for the grace of God goes most of the 
fringe". I must now eat humble pie. Mc- 
Dermott, wbo was regularly arrested for his 
inflammatory speeches at Hyde Park Cor- 
ner, ran the Bush with the inspired aban- 
don of an Edinburgh festival impresario. 
Between 1972 and 1974 the Bush produced 
a staggering 77 productions. The Bush s new 
writing policy was boro here. 

Shows opened morning, noon and 
night and featured everything from nudi- 
ty to performing rats. The only discernible 
pattern was a commitment to new waters 
like John McGrath, John Arden, David 
Edgar, Howard Barker, Edward Bond and 

a certain young hotshot called Una Brown. 

You couldn’t have invented a more way- 
ward past. 

Now the Bush has grown up. The an- 
nual programme is a modest nine pro- 
ductions and a thousand new scripts hit the 
doormat every year. What does it feel like? 
“It feels like an awfully long time," says the 
current artistic director Mike BradweH And 
so it should. Bradwell was first here in 1974 
with Hull Truck in a piece he devised called 
The Knowledge. And he’s been coming back 
with supernatural regularity ever since. 

Despite knocking up 24 shows on the 


to his next pint This year, when Culture 

Secretary Chris Smith turned up for a per- 
formance of Joe Penhall’s Love and Un- 
derstanding, a Bulgarian heavy- metal 
guitarist high on drugs had to be prised 
from the dressing-room before the show 
could go on. 

Bradwell makes the challenges for the 
next 25 years sound as simple as Tim Roth 

fallin g through an open window and plung- 
ing to his death in the Goldhawk Road 
every night during Nick Darke’s The Oven 
Glove Murders. “People think I’m malting 
this up but the only criteria at the Bush is 
to find good new plays and put them on 
to the best of our ability. That’s it. That’s 
the agenda. We’ve currently got five 
women writers on commission not because 
we think there’s a political point to be ad- 
dressed, but for the simple reason that they 
are writing the best plays. Most of the 
scripts that come through the door are pas- 
tiches of Mark Ravenhfll’s Shopping and 
Fucking. Last year it was Mojo. And next 
year it will be Princess Diana.” 

Money, as ever, is a major priority as 
is “a space to kick new plays about . But 
despite an exemplary application for half 
a million pounds from the Lottery-fund- 
ed Arts for Everybody scheme, the Bush 


has been unceremoniously knocked back. 
They, along with Greenwich Theatre, the 

Gate and BAG have just suffered dramatic 

grant cuts after having been told by their 
respective funding bodies that the money 
vitas almost certainly in pLace.The winning 
of the 1997 Peter Brook Empty Space 
: Award last night will have taken some of 
the sting out of the financial disappoint- 
ment. But new writuig policies cannot sur- 
vive on £ 2,000 prize money alone. 

“Hence the fuss over the Gala, the book 

and the 25 years,” explains Bradwell. “The 
money from that, and the Empty Space 
Award, will hopefully shift us up another 

- gear. We already have a writers’ group but 
; Fm lo oking for more, interaction. They’re 

not very good at h,” he notes drily. “Tm par- 
ticularly keen on ‘mentoring”: pairing writ- 
ers like Doug Lucie with first-timers. 

“It’s too easy to see the Bush as a step- 
ping-stone for writers on the way to 
greater glory," muses BradweU. “It’s bound . 
to look like that. After all, hew writers go 
on and do other things- But ffs not all about 
discovery. It’s about nurturing too. In that 
respect we’re as important nationally as the 
Royal Court 

“The other thing we’re working on,” be . 
continues, “is establishing a circuit of new 
writing with theatres in America. We’re. ’ 
y nftmg l me and Understanding IQ the Long 
Wharf Theatre (an old sausage factory) in 
New Haven and they’re sending us David 
Rabe’s/i Question of Merry. Hopefully we 
can set up a regular exchange like Max 
Stafford-Qark at the Court had with Joe 
Papp's Public Theatre inNew York.” 

So much for the future. What of the pre- 
sent? “We are in a culture of winners and 
losers,” argues BradweU- “Reactions are 
extreme. You're either Mark RaveriMI and 
fabulously successful with your first play 
or you cstn curl up and die. There isn’t the 

same venue loyalty as there used to be. Peo- 
ple don’t come to see new writing per se. 
They come if the play is an event. Long 
gone are the days when you could look at 
the bookings list and see the same names 

* coming back. You can never tell who or 

- what the Bush audience is. now. It’s the 

- same everywhere. Our kickback is that we 
I do get younger audiences prepared to sam- 
i pie something different after seeing, say, 

* Kate Beckinsale in Gocfa and Whistles [by 
Samuel Adamson] because she’s in and 

e she’s sexy." 

h What happened to that glonoas layal- 

<- ty? “Theatre has become expensive,” says 
d BradweU. “And there’s a lot more com- 
n petition. The culture is dominated by 
g marketing. The West Yorkshire Playhouse 
is has people doing jobs that didn t exist 10 

n years ago: there’s a head of corporate enter- 
’s tainment, a head of marketing, a head of 
fe fundraising, and people running about with 
je degrees in photocopying. Needless to say, 
i- the fuckers still manage to spell your name 
sy wrong in the programme." 
ie Some thing s seem destined never to 

s- change. 


Happy hour, bdow, 

^^brsamon 

Callow and Lynda La 

Plante, who will be 
resurrecting Snoo 

the White Anefo** 

the theatre s 25th 
birthday celebration. 

Far left, a scene 

from joe Penhalft - 

■Love and 
Understandings 
soon to appear in a 
disused sausage 

factory somewhere 

near you (if you 

in New Haven) 


The Bush’s latest commission, Helen Blake- 
mans Caravan', opens this Friday at the 
Bush, Shepherds Bush Green, London W12 
(booking: 0181-7433388). Its 25th Birthday 
Gala is on Sun 30 Nov at the Royal Court 
Theatre Downstairs, St Martin ’s Lane, Lon- 
don WC2 (booking: 0171-602 3703) 
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The road to hell is paved with good intentions, all the way from Thessaloniki 


A lost play by Euripides 
has been brought back to 
life by Kenneth McLeish. 
Robert Hanks talks to 
Nick Philipp ou, artistic 
director of the Actors 
Touring Company, about 
his efforts to resurrect 
ancient myths for today. 


has been done as a surreal, play- 
ful tragedy of mirrors and 
dreams in Jean Cocteau's poetic 
film Orph&r, as a colourful slice 
of Brazilian carnival life, with a 
tram driver killing his girlfriend 
nnd himself, in tbe film Black Or- 
pheus. Tennessee Williams 
brought us hell on earth in a 
Mississippi town in Orpheus 
Descending. You could even ar- 


Stop me if you’ve heard this 
one: Orpheus, son of the muse 
Calliope and the sun-god 
Apollo (or, if you prefer it the 
Thracian king Oeagrus), was 
tbe greatest poet and musician 
of all time. When his wife. 
Euiydice, was killed by a snake, 
be descended into the Under- 
world, and used his music to 
charm Hades into letting him 
lake her back to the world of 
the living. Hades agreed, on 
condition that Orpheus didn’t 
look at Eurydice until she was 
safely in sunlight. She followed 
him up towards the surface; but 
as be arrived, he looked over his 
shoulder to check she was still 
there, and she vanished. Sub- 
sequently, Orpheus was torn 
apart by maenads. 

The myth of Orpheus has 
been retold many times, in 
many forms. Musicians, natu- 
rally, have been particularly 
fond of it - Monteverdi's and 
Gluck’s are tbe most famous op- 
eras, but if you include the 
many parodies the tale has in- 
spired, there have been more 
than 70 other versions, front 
Peri’s Euridke of 1600 (the first 
extant opera) to Harrison 
Birtwistle's 77ie Mask of Orpheus 
in 1986. The 14th-century poem 
“Sir Orfeo" made it a charming 
(and happy) Celtic romance. It 


sort tf inspired by it (wbat is the 

t umb le down the rabbit-hole but 
a descent into the underworld? 
And Cocteau's mirrored fanta- 
sy must owe something to 
Through the Looking-Glass). 

All of a sudden, Orpheus 
seems to have come into his 
own, with productions of 
Monteverdi's opera and Bal- 
anchine’s ballet an Orpheus 
symposium - featuring 40 
Orphic events - taking place in 
Athens this month, and ATC s 
staging of a new verson by Ken- 
neth McLeish arriving at the 
Lyric, Hammersmith, after two 
months touring Greece, North- 
ern Ireland and England- 
Dearly, this is a myth with 



*A template for how we feel 


about grief and loss,* says Nick Philippou, ATC* director of ■Orpheus’ 


Simon Annand 


— same time, the Greek one vis- grict ioogiog IJSZSZZZ.ZS& 
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we should recognise h our work, because we The final result has been 


hod, however, few obvious links 
with either Marlowe or Goethe. 

Philippou defends the ap- 
parent tenuousness of this 
Faust's connection to the story 
we know: “I think we felt that 


and I felt that, really. I don't 
think we felt that optimistic 
about the world.” 

But thrusting modernity is 
not what he wants to achieve. 

In answer to the question of 
commissioning contemporary 
plays, he says: “This is an at- ■ 
tempt to use the past. 1 think 1 
one of the great problems with 
some new writing in this coun- 
try at the moment is that it 
wants to be new. it wants to ' 
break forward... It’s very rare 
that new writing tours exien- • 
sivcly. New writing has its home 
at the Royal Court, it's lauded 
there, it will then have no oth- 
er significant productions. Very 
few plays tour because there 
isn’t a kind of universality Ln 
them, cither in Lheir philoj- 
sophical framework or lheir for- 
mal framework." ! 

Universality doesn’t neces- 
sarily imply universal appeal: 
“One of the things that thes$e 
old stories do,” Philippou reck- 
ons, “is they create an alienatiiig 
effect, they distance an aut^i- 
unce from lheir immediate 
concerns.” So Kenneth 
McLcish’s Orpheus is written las 
a straightforward Greik 
tragedy, with all the attencUilnt 
apparatus - chorus, long 
speeches, prologue spoken |by 
a god. The project began, ! in 
fact, as an attempt to “dti a 


pidous of that sort of thinking, 
an attitude he developed while 
working on ATCs previous col- 
laboration with McLeish, a 
Tr ansl ation of a little-known 

pfeiyhy Euripides. Ion— The Los 
Boy Found. Tbgether with the 
Greek theatre company Pira- 
matiki Skini, ATC put on two 
productions, one in Greek, one 
in English, both louring at the 


Horn this experience, Phflq>- 
pou “got Slightly disenchanted 
with the idea of the universali- 
ty of theatre - the idea that you 

can do Hamlet and it can mean 
everything to people now.” 
Myths he describes as “a kind 
of template for the way that we 
might feel and think about cer- 
tain issues, like death, loss, 


now are irrelevant Fm saying mg, and the man hired by th 
that there’s another way of ap- BBC 


preaching those myths and 
those plays. I'm saying, actually 
we can make the bloodlines be- 
tween the plays and our audi- 
ence stronger and dearer by 
actually intervening in the tart.” 


BBC in its ultimately unsuc- 
cessful attempt to keep This Life 
going). This Faust mixed cam- 
corders, the Internet and 
Michel Foucault witii drugs 
and gay sex in California motels 
a clever and witty drama which 


couldn't write a Faust about 
God.” He adds: “It’s very in- 
teresting that young people 
found Faust very effective, be- 
cause it seemed to talk in a pes- 
simistic way that Goethe would 
not have recognised. Goethe’s 
[play] was such a paean to hu- 
manism, and I don't think Mark 


through a number of filters, 
though. Using money from !the 
European Commission’s Kal- 
eidoscope fond, established to 


The look of the production - 
which Philippou describes as “a 
kind of peasant arcus" - was 
determined by the Greek de- 
signer Aposiolos Vfettas (who 
also worked on ATC’s Ion), 
while the score is a salmagun- 
di of Thracian sounds on Irish 
instruments, composed by 
Kostas Vomvolos. 

The finished play, premiered 
in September in Thessaloniki, 
the current European City of 
Culture, shouldn't be easy to pin 
down to any one culture: “What 
we wanted to do was try and find 
a way of telling the story in the 
most potentially fluid way, so 
that an audienoe can come to 
it and say, ‘This play is for me 
about grief, another membra’ of 
the audience can come to it and 
say. This play for me is about 
loss’ or This {day is fra me aboulA , 
belief, faith'.” 

So that’s, perhaps, why 
myths endure - not because 
they contain some eternal truth, 
but because they avoid any 
definite statements at ail: 
they're vessels waiting to be 
filled. And Orpheus is a myth 

about music -the most abstract 
art of all, eternally evading in- 
terpretation - and hence even 
more suggestive, more open- 
ended. Perhaps that’s what 
Kenneth McLeish Is getting at 
in the final lines of his. play, 
when the nymph Dryassums it 
all up: “It’s myth. Myth’s all 
there is. ( Welcome the unex- 
pected. It’s up to you:” 

Kenneth McLeish’s “Orpheus’: 
13 Nov, Medina Theatre; New- 
1 port. Isle of Wight (01923 
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workshopping the piece ijvith 
young Irish actors in Dustin. 


Theatre Hammersmith f London 
(0181-7412311). 
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divorce 





«SrMh fh ^u Bl,1 ? iy ' Bustcr “d me, in a last-minute 
Sui^,S e ^ eather *“■* dissoIves into terminal grev 
? lnl!j 11118 may Seem ,ike QO Wg deal to you, but 

of a reef knmEf^ und f rwear inU) a good approximation 
*“? «? re w efu Krause it. was the first time I 
had taken the tads abroad on my own. 

t s not that 1 was bothered about Lhe language barrier 

20 words of m y °- level French, so I'm 
practirally fluent. It was the driving on the other side of the 
Toad that worried me. 

. ?? e I! B f l .°^ ed and 1 used lo go on holiday to France, 
he did the driving. Because with him twitching in the pas- 
sengerseat, and stiffening every time I went round a cor- 
ner. I began to believe that I was far too emotionally unstable 
to dnve anywhere hut down deserted eountiy Janes in dear 
old Bughly. And only then with someone walking in front 
with a red flag. Driving Abroad became something that only 
Terribly Successful People who could have passed the co- 
ordination tests to become RAF fighter pilots were capa- 
ble of. The fact that ancient French persons with single eyes, 
wooden legs and three goats on the passenger seal seemed 
lo manage it totally escaped me. 

So by the time we drove off the ferry into a bright, spark- 
fy French autumn, 1 had Bunny and Buster chanting “right 
hand side, right hand side" in the back seat in case 1 sud- 
denly lost my marbles, drove on the left and killed us all (there- 
by proving to Beloved that i truly wasn't safe out on my own). 

But I didn't. I just tootled off the ferry and on down the 
road, just as if it were something everybody did every day. 
“Oh.” I thought, “driving. Like what I do all the time. Hun- 
dreds of miles of iL Only on the other side of the road.” 

That’s how I discovered that I could have been a) Veiy 
Successful or b) an RAF test pDou Which made me extremely 
happy, and I zoomed off through the countryside taking in 
freshly ploughed fields and dinky Breton houses, and feel- 
ing frill of new confidence and a conviction that I could drive 
to Vladivostok if 1 wanted. I began to plan selling the house 
and setting off around the world for the next 10 years, with 
Bunny and Buster as travelling companions. Perhaps we could 
even take a film crew and that nice Mr Palin with us. 

Ridiculously buoyed up by my discovery of a missed ca- 
reer in jet planes, I brilliantly negotiated all the little tests 
of a French holiday. 1 found where to turn on the water out- 
ride our gite; 1 got the heavy shutters off the windows; I used 
all 20 of my French words in one visit to the supermarchi . 
We really began to enjoy ourselves, cycling to the village to 
buy croissants, ordering chocolate ice-creams and coffee at 
cafes, scrounging at street markets. For the first rime since 
. Beloved bunked off, the three of us felt like something ap- 
proaching a unit, rather than three bruised cabbages thrust 
into a dark sack. 

Thar’s about when I started seeing Beloved and Bonk 
On first sighting they were drinking wine at a seaside brasserie; 
then 1 saw them pushing a supermarchi trolley together, after 
that they were regularly spotted in cars beside us at junc- 
tions and traffic lights. It took me a couple of days to work 
out that I wasn't hallucinating. It was just that every French 
man and his beautiful, chic wife looked just like them. 

I lost it in a big way after that All the BTeton houses and 
their jolly red remnants of summer geraniums stopped be- 
ing cute and started being irritating. Cooking on a single gas 
ring lost the charm of peasant simplicity and began to be a 
bloody hopeless way to feed two kids. Even the shower got 
on the at risk register when idiosyncra tic spurts of cold amidst 
the hot had me nearly pulling the entire unit off the walL 

Within two days the kids were reduced to silent fear in- 
side the car while I drove to the next tourist spot wonder- 
ing if British Consulates still existed, and if so would they 
take children for a couple of hours while their parent went 
off and lay on a railway line. 

Only the ferry home redeemed the holiday from being 
a week’s worth of miserable memories. It was full of homely, 
cardiganed Britons and their Crimplened wives. Not a 
Beloved or Bonk lookaHke in sight The sea was like a piece 
of stretched ding film, and we ate patisserie out on deck in 
lemon-juice sunshine. Hey, I thought Fve been travelling 
with mv kids. Vladivostok here we come. 


We went to Hull, we lived like legends 


ft was five years since 
they had graduated 
from the University of 
Humberside. It was time 
to go back, to confront 
the past and live for 
now. Marie Hayman raises 
a shaking glass to his 
Alma Mater (you what?). 


The words “Live Like Leg- 
ends” were daubed 3fL high in 
white paint across Lhe side of 
a petrol station on Grafton 
Street an omen for lhe week- 
end, or perhaps just a drunken 
action by some deluded student 

As I walked along Beverley 
Road, Hull, it seemed much 
smaller than I remembered. 
Perhaps it was the three years 
in London, or maybe I was just 
smaller then. Me and Macca. 
one of (he few college friends 
T had kept in touch with, were 
making our pilgrimage to the 
Mainbrace, the fulcrum of our 
college nights (and days for that 
matter). Memories of ADBs 
(all day benders), Aik (after 
time) and any other abbrevia- 
tions that come to mind, lb our 
disgust the place no longer held 
that individual mark and had 
been transformed into anoth- 
er “faceless & Firkin”. But who 
gives? We were here to drink 
beer, not discuss the ddcor. This 
was to be the starting-point and 
meeting-place for our first re- 
union m five years. 

The first Fd heard about my 
Humberside University re- 
union was a brief phone cadi say- 
ing, “Get your cheque in the 
post it’s going to be massive, 
everyone’s going to be there." 
Well, that was my initial worry. 
Did I want to see everyone? 

Questions had to be asked, 
eg were all the lads going, and 
which goddesses would make 
an appearance? I suspected 
all the former would turn up 
and very few of the latter. 1 
missed the train and wondered 
if that was going to be the only 
thing I missed on my trip back 
to HulL • 

Walking into the pub was 
like re-entering your bedroom 
at your parents’ house; it felt the 
same, but you knew someone 
had tidied up since you were 
last there; There in the corner 
sat the first of the re unionists 
— I’ve known Kev, Pete and Jon 
since sharing a ball during the 
first year. 

“Look at that fucking coat,” 
they yelled. I must point out 1 
was wearing a huge fur coat, 
looking like a cross between 
Huggy Bear and Ron Atkinson 
on a cold day. Butthen we were 
always partial to a spot of 
dressing up. Once, during one 
of our many “bad taste” out- 
ings, where we would trawl 
the second-hand shops choos- 
ing the worst matching attire, 
Pete wore a balaclava and red 
tracksuit bottoms with Speedos 
pulled over them. 

After several beers to top up 
those we had bad on the train, 
the slow flow of ex-students 
started entering the pub. It's a 
strange experience, seeing your 



past resur- 
rect itself in front of you over 
a tequila chaser. There were no 
formalities, no “how are you?”, 
“what are you doing now?” or 
“how are the kids?” Just lots of 
pointing and uncontrollable 
onslaughts of giggling. 

Either my eyesight had re- 
gressed to soft focus, or every- 
one looked exactly the same - 
putting aside various bulges, dif- 
ferent haircuts and more ex- 
pensive clothes. I was feeling 
the deja vu that would repeat 
itself throughout the weekend. 

However, one old friend 
seemed to have totally rein- 
vented himself. Neil, at 6ft 
something, was the scourge of 
the union, renowned far his pre- 
cise headbutts and the ability to 
lock hell out of rugby players 
twice his size. He turned up 
looking like a Calvin Klein ad- 
vert, with his broken nose, 
Dolce & Gab bans glasses and 
a black poloneck. Lucidly, I 
managed toqoel] my giggles for 
this encounter. It turned out 
that he was now lead singer in 
a band that supported Oasis, 
which I thought was reasonably 
cooL However, later I heard 
that his coolness did diminish 
rapidly in front of the girl he 
woke up with on Sunday morn- 
ing; to her horror, he was sit- 
ting up in bed holding an empty 
glass of water that he’d just 
drunk. Nothing strange in that 
except t ha t il had contained her 
contact lenses. Apparently she 
bad a rather dodgy drive home. 

After numerous pleas lo 
calm dawn from the DJ and 
bouncers, we decided to make 
oar way to the Union. When we 
arrived, the entrance was sur- 
prisingly people-free. Gone 
were the days of vast queues 
which led to clambering 
through skylights into the girls' 
toilets. A few of the security 
staff recognised me from my 
days as Union vice-president 
but their only welcome was 
“what the hefl are you doing 


clothes of people with incomes 
seemed to be greater for fe- 
males. In fact, another sweep 
of the room left me in no 
doubt that the gulf was not 
merely that of fashion- The girls 
had largely evolved into 
women, whereas the boys, lung- 
ing around the dance floor and 
cracking into old flames, had 
definitely remained boys. 

Questions such as “what 
are you doing now?" had been 
surprisingly thin on the ground 
I guess the surreal environment 
would have been tarnished by 
punctuations of reality. Jimmy, 
a beer monster extraordinaire, 
did find time to reveal his pre- 
sent vocation. After forays into 
an array of occupation's he'd 
settled on opening a sandwich 
shop in Sheffield. He suggested 
I should pay him a visit and 
sample his top-of-tbe- range 
collection: the “Armani saraf. 
a perfect example of post- 
student sophistication. 

The night began lo merge 
easily into the rest of the week- 
end. Had it not been for the 
welcoming bar of the Royal 
Hotel the evening would have 
been tragically cut short. 
“Speech, speech.” Macca had- 
decidcd it was lime he Lhanked 
everyone for coming, even 
though it had been 


Humbersiders formal, informal and legless: Mark 
Hayman was in grey for. People comment ed-Then 
reunion began and all judgement went for a burton 


back?” and suchlike. It was 
touching to know the respect in 
which I was held. 

The building itself had tak- 
en on a totally different ap- 
pearance since Its peak around 
1990. The black walls, dim 
lights and beer-sodden Velcro 
floor had made way for an al- 
together more sterile environ- 
ment. Nights spent trawling 
around. Snakebite Black in 
hand, smacking the lips on as 
many girls as possible, seemed 
an aU-ioo-distanf memory. Sur- 
prisingly, everyone forewent 
the opportunity to sample 
drinks such as blastaways, 
Snakey Bs and pints of white 
wine - drinks chosen purely for 
their lobotomising qualities. 
The sophisticated replacement 
was lager with gin chasers. 1 
stood on the balcony for a 
while, watching over the dance 
floor as the lads break danced 
and lunged at each other to 
Abba's “Dancing Queen". This 
was all watched with total be- 
musement by the teenage stu- 
dents, most of whom turned 
into the unwilling victims of a 
drunken advance. 

After renewing an acquain- 
tance with an old goddess with 
a view to correcting one of my 
few omissions, only to find out 


she was virtually engaged to an 
old flatmate, I decided to join 
the aged body-poppers on the 
dance floor. 

The helicopters could al- 
most have been flying overhead 
as I walked down Cottingham 
Road, aims outspread, singing 
Oasis's “All my people right 
here right now”, with the rest 
following behind me. I admit I 
had ran to the front to play the 
Red Piper. But who cares? 
That's howl bad remembered 
iL As I jumped into a Skoda 
(Hull’s impression of the black 
cab) with a girl I didn't know, 
a second feeling of deja vu 
rushed over me. 

After the third attempt, the 
magnetic key to her hotel room 
still wouldn’t work. I had a 
strange moment of clarity or 
maturity, call it what you will. 
During my college years, a 
locked door would never have 
halted our progress, but 2 only 
had to look down the hall to the 
pot plant in the corner to re- 
member. We had numerous 
balls in that hotel, and all 
ended with every nook and 
cranny being filled by couples 
in evening dress that disguised 
their unsophisticated inten- 
tions. This was the moment 
when I realised I really had 


changed. I made my excuses 
and caught another Skoda back 
to my place of residence. 

Saturday was to be an all- 
dayer in Hull’s old town, fol- 
lowed by the reunion proper 
held in a suite at LAs, probably 
the city's cheesiest nightclub. 

However, on meeting Fuzzy 
Duck, the amusement was re- 
newed. Fuzzy is so called be- 
cause of bis inability to play the 
drinking game of the same 
name. He’s partly deaf, and 
every time ft was his turn to say 
“frizzy duck" or “duck fuzz” he 
couldn't quite hear what was 
said before and just said, “abb 
fuck it" and downed three fin- 
gers of beer. 

As the neon blue of LA's 
ultraviolet danced off the feces 
from my past, I felt I’d entered 
my own twilight zone. Looking 
through the alcoholic- haze of 
the day I dimly recognised vet- 
eran after veteran of drunken 
encounters in the Union or reg- 
ular feces from around campus. 

I was struck by how well the 
women were dressed. The gulf 
between student attire and the 


Damien who had organised 
the event However, no soon- 
er had he raised himself on to 
a platform between two pot 
plants than he fell off. A fitting 
finale. 

“Let's stay another night.” 
“Let’s stay for two fucking 
weeks!” 

As we sat in the Brace on 
Sunday afternoon nursing our 
heads with a few comforting 
beers, the goodbyes and “let s 
do this again next year’s began. 

Finally we sat there alone, 
three sad amigos with train 
tickets for Monday. There was 
nothing else for it but to reflect 
on the weekend through the 
glass sides of yet another few 
pints. 

The train journey back was 
a depressing affair, with few 
words spoken and the onset of 
DTs. As I sat there, brain 
numbed, feeling as if I'd been 
to hell and back, not Hull and 
back, a broad smile crept across 
my face. 

1 closed my eyes and pic- 
tured those words. “Live Like 
Legends” staring m me three 
days earlier. It was nice to 
think they were still there, six 
years after I’d painted them. 


The tabloid casting couch of Lara Croft 




When people free 
associate on the subject 
of .Lara Croft, breasts 
are what come to mind 
- and the actresses 
made for the part 
choose themselves. 

But, asks Paul McCann , 
is it real? 


■ An unholy alliance has been 
formed between the dirty macs 

- in the national press and the 
efirty anoraks of the Internet 
Between them they have 
conspired to create a movie 
star bunfight story where none 

■ exists and given picture editors 
carte blanche to reproduce pic- 
tures of large-breasted actres- 

- esaodan even larger-breasted 

fictitious computer game char- 
aefer until we all die of boredom- 

Tbe siory in question is the 

- - ^apposed making of a movie 

‘veraioa of the hit computer 

' gam e Tbfflb Raider - and more 

importantly who will play 

.game’s over-inflated k 31 ’ 1 
Croft. . 

Croft, if you’ve been in a 

V percent vegetative state fora 

'Tear, is the first female star of 



Frontrunners 


for the Lara Croft role: Elizabeth Hurley and Sandra Bullock 


the computer games world. 

Unlike the speed-freak piz- 
za delivery man Super Mano, 
her popularity is based less on 
her antics than her attributes. 
As if proof were needed that 
computer game players spend 

an unhealthy amount of time 
gripping their joysticks, her 
popularity is built onthe^cr 
that she’s built. Really builL 
Way back in June a corn- 
outer game magazine ao- 

Lunced that Bdos, thenar 
of Tomb Raider, was in talks 
with a Hollywood studio about 

making a movie version of the 
game. Eidos already has a con- 


tract to make computer games 
out of MG M movie characters, 
so going back the other way 
didn't seem a bad idea -unless 
of course you’ve seen the movie 
version of Super Mario Bros 
starring Bob Hoskins. 

Since the original story of 
the movie negotiation started, 
the 150 or so unofficial Tomb 
Raider web sites on the net 
started slobbering over who 
might play a live action Lara. 

Liz Hurley was immediate- 
ly on the list her career has 
largely been based on the same 
two attributes as Lara Croft so 
there’s little surprise there. 


Then there were stories -again 
on the web- that Bruce Willis 
had bought the software com- 
pany to guarantee the role for 
Demi Moore. 

Next came a number of In- 
ternet polls about who should 
play the lots of flesh and blood 
Lara - with Sandra Bollock 
coming out ahead of Hurley 
and Rbona Mitra, the woman 
who Lara was based on, and 
who is alleged to have bad 
breast implants so she could, er, 
fill the role. 

These stories were all faith- 
fully repeated by the tabloids. 
In August the Sco ttish Sunday 


Mail reported that Ms Hurley 
was due to take the role and 
even that she was to fight a bad- 
die played by Sharon Stone. 
This did not slop The Sun slap- 
ping an exclusive banner on its 
stoiy yesterday that Hurley 
would play Lara. 

In feet Eidos is still negoti- 
ating rights with a number of 
US studios and is yet to even 
decide if Lara will be played by 
a person or by digital animat ion. 

“Every time the tabloids 
mention Lara and the movie it 
gives them the opportunity to 
print pictures of lovely ladies 
with large breasts,” says Larry 
Sparks, world-wide marketing 
director for Eidos. 

Mr Sparks hints that he is 
unhappy with such coverage. 
Lara has turned Eidos from a 
£13m loss to £3Jm profit ac- 
cording to Us last results and die 
has shifted 2.7 million games 
world-wide. He doesn’t want 
over-exposure to kill her off like 
the other flesh-revealing icons 
of contemporary adolescence 
who this week sacked their 
manager. 

But at the same time Tomb 
Raider II is released in a few 
weeks and breast-obsessed pub- 
licity probably doesn’t hurt 
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Under doctors’ orders - where the NHS belongs 



EDITOR ANDREW MARK. 

DEPUTY EDITOR: COLIN HUGHES. 
ADDRESS: I CANADA SQUARE. 
CANARY WHARF. 

LONDON EI4 5DL 
TELEPHONE: 0171 293 2000 
OR 0171 345 2000 
FAX: 0171 293 2435 
OR 0171 -34 5 2435 


Labour was elected to power on a promae 
to cut National Health Service red tape 
and end the inequity introduced by (he 
Toiy health service reforms. The internal 
market- condemned by the British Med- 
ical Association as an “infernal bazaar”- 
had set trust against trust, created a 
bonanza for managers and administrators 
and consumed forests of trees to produce 
the thousands of contracts dail y ex- 
changed between hospitals, GPs and 
health authorities. 

Seven months on, the new Government 
has devised apian that is radical in intern 
but which seeks to improve on the old 
order, not to overthrew it. Ministers 
recognise that a major shake-up would not 
be welcomed by the white coals in tbe front 

line. Evolution, not revolution, is the word. 

The internal market is effectively abol- 
ished although something dose to it re- 
mains in the form of the “service 
agreements" between the GP collectives 
and the hospitals with whom they choose 
to work. It is the end of GP fi»mhni/% g 
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but opposition from dis gruntled fund- 
holdeis is likely to be minimised by the vast 
»ew powers that are being handed to fam- 
ily doctors. 

This is the kernel of the new plans «"d 
they go further than anything that has so 
far been hinted at. 'The logic is impecca- 
ble; Putting GPs who are in daily contact 
with patients in the driving seat of the NHS 

ensures that the commissfonmg of services 
is anchoredin a grassroots understanding 
of patient needs, ■ 

But will the GPs have either the interest 
or foe managerial capacity to run the com- 
missioning process? Most GPs want to 
treat patients, not at on committees an d 
shuffle bits of paper.. Concern about the 
expansion of GP fundholding, which cur- 
rently covers more than half the popula- 
tion, centres on whether the remaining 
non-fundholders have the managerial 
nous to handle their own budgets. 

The GP collectives proposed in the 
White Paper will need extensive man- 
agerial support They will function as mini 


health authorities, and since there will bo 
more of them - perhaps 5004500 compared 
with the easting 290 health authorities - 
it is hard to see how this will contribute 
to the oft-promised reduction in grey suits. 

There aie questions too about incen- 
tives to efficiency and improved perfor- 
mance. Under the existing market system, 
competition provides the lever. GP fund- 
holders can shop arouad for the best deal 
from their local NHS trusts (or even dis- 
tant ones) and get to keep any savings they 
make on their annual budgets for rein- 
vestment in their practices - a powerful 
individual incentive which will be lost in 
the new system. 

Nor will the abolition of fundholding 
end inequity. The charge is that GP fund- 
holders with their superior bargaining 
power have been able to negotiate ad- 
vantageous deals for their patients which 
have ted to queue jumping of hospital wait- 
ing lists and the introduction of a two-tier 
service. Critics point out, however, that 
switching budgets from fundholders to GP 


collectives will simply 

the local practice level to the level of th 

^Themost radical aspect of 
the dedsian to merge hospital and GP bu£ 
gets so that the GP collectives can decide 
how care is to be provided. Budgets for 
drugs, health viators, community nursing 
and hospital services can then be balanced 
against one another to provide person- 
centred rather than institution-centred 
care. 

The scheme has something in common 
with American health maintenance or- 
ganisations which have a fixed budget to 
provide all necessary care to their mem- 
bers. By ensuring members remain 
healthy, costs are reduced mid when care 
is needed there is an incentive to provide 
it as dose to people’s homes as possible, 
where it is cheapest. In the same way the 
aim of the GP collectives will be to pro- 
vide services in the most cost-efficient way 
with an emphasis on out-patient and day- 


lathe longterm, budgets mfete be cre- 
£££*» between GP, hospital and 


case care. 


q important feature or me wtmc 

r is that it lays down potane-s^ for 

iSoduction oftheplan. Labour bebeve 
theywill be around for some 

^tobeleisurely.There^it^^ 

“v£ng bids under the bealfo action zone 
to raise health-care standards® 
S5ved inner cities does not envisage 
^nation until after the nextetecum. 

Under the market system, the NHS has 
lacked strategic direction. It has grown by 
accretion, with extra services bolted onm 
response to demand. The benefit has been 
return the health service from a mono- 
lithic, inward looking institution into a re- 
spo drive, outward looking organisation. 
The test for the Governments new 
proposals w01 be whether they preserve 
thatresperasiveness while adding new 
purpose. 
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Threat to the ENO 

Sir: I served as the honorary 
secretary of the board of di- 
rectors of the English Nation- 
al Opera in the 1980s, and for 
a short period as a member of 
the board. 1 am well aware of 
the financial and other consid- 
erations that have led the Cul- 
ture Secretary to propose the 
merging of the Royal Opera 
and the ENO at the redevel- 
oped Royal Opera House. 

However. I have no doubt 
that this would quickly destroy 
the ENO’s distinct identity. As 
a third company sharing the new 
Covent Garden Theatre it 
would be impossible for it to 
maintain the audience and the 
mission that h has so success- 
fully developed at the Coliseum. 

This mission is both artistic 
and social The artistic one is to 
present opera in a stimulating 
form in the language that its au- 
dience can understand. The 
social one is to make opera 
available at reasonable prices 
(the top price at the Coliseum 
has been held at barely 25 per 
cent of the top prices at the Roy- 
al Opera House) to as wide an 
audience as possible. Inevitably, 
because of the costs of touring, 
this has been mainly an audi- 
ence from London and sur- 
rounding areas. But anyone 
who has regularly attended the 
Coliseum, or has taken part in 
the educational and communi- 
ty activities of its Bayliss Pro- 
gramme, can endorse what I say. 
I still have vivid memories, for 
example, of the rows of school 
children from Hackney, at- 
tending an opera performance 
for the first time, who sat en- 
thralled during the hypnotic 
performances of Aktmaten. 

It would be a tragedy to sac- 
rifice these achievements by ef- 
fectively abolishing the ENO as 
a distinct opera company. I very 
much hope, therefore, that be- 
fore any final recommenda- 
tions are made. Sir Richard 
Eyre, despite the veiy difficult 
financial issues involved, will 
consider every possible means 
of preserving the ENO (in my 
view, preferably still at the 
Coliseum site) as a separate 
entity. 

Sir BRIAN UNWIN 
Luxembourg 

Sir: Chris Smith. Secretary of 
State for Culture, Media and 
Sport, has come up with the 
right solution for the Royal 
Opera House. The idea that the 



Royal Opera, the Royal Ballet 
and the English National 
Opera companies could not 
share the same building is non- 
sense. The ballet could perform 
at 230, ENO could perform at 
6.45, and the Royal Opera 
could perform at 9,00. 

It wiQ be argued that operas 
cannot be done in two hours. 
Cut them, then. Most operas 
are far too long anyway. The 
Crush Bar could be lured out 
to corporations, who could 
then still come to Covent Gar- 
den but without having the in- 
convenience and boredom of 
sitting through an opera. 

Smith’s ideas could be car- 
ried over to the Royal Nation- 
al Theatre, where there are 
three theatres. What a waste! 
Let the RNT keep the Lyttel- 
ton, but give the Olivier to the 
RSC and the Cottesloe to the 
Royal Court The classics are 
extremely expensive. Savings 
could easily be made. Instead 
of Three Sisters , have Two Sis- 


ters . Instead of The Cherry Or- 
chard have The Cherry Tree, in- 
stead otA Month in (he Country 
have A Day in the Country. In- 
stead of Romeo and Juliet have 
either Romeo or Juliet. 

Nor does London need so 
many art galleries. I visited 
the Royal Academy, the Tate 
Gallery and the Hayward 
Gallery the other morning. 
There is a terrible waste of 
space below, above and be- 
tween the pictures. Not one 
gallery used the ceiling. If the 
ceiling was good enough for 
Michelangelo, then the ceiling 
should be good enough for 
everybody else. Keep one 
gallery. Scrap the other two. 
ROBERT TANTTCH 
London W2 

Foxy arguments 

Sin The arguments put forward 
by those who support foxhunt- 
ing get sillier by the day (Let- 
ters, 7 November). First they 


argued that hunting was nec- 
essary to control fox numbers, 
then they claimed it was criti- 
cal to the rural economy and 
that it had the support of most 
country people. Now that these 
claims have been disproved we 
are told that the real purpose 
of hunting is to provide a 
vulpine-friendly euthanasia ser- 
vice to relieve the suffering of 
elderly foxes in distress! 

Hunting does not control fox 
numbers, it merely accelerates 
the turnover of the fox popu- 
lation -both the death and birth 
rates are increased, and most 
faces are killed when barely ma- 
ture. Thus hunting greatly in- 
creases fox suffering not only 
because the method of killing 
is cruel in the extreme, but also 
because the death rale is un- 
naturally high. 

TERRY SESSFORD 
Wincanton, Somerset 

Sir I live in a village with three 
fox hunts in the vicinity. I do not 


support hunting or tear living 
sheep to pieces on Sunday. 
Nor do most of the other 
“squeamish town dwellers” in 
this particular village. We are 
unfortunately plagued with rab- 
bits, which seem to have few 
predators these days. 

F. KAY 

Weedott, Northamptonshire 

Unfair to Hamilton 

Sir Your leading article (7 No- 
vember) is right to point out 
that Neil Hamilton, although 
perceived to be unpopular, is 
entitled to a fair trial. That, he 
manifestly has not had. 

You have little to say, how- 
ever, about the role of the press 
in the whole “sleaze” affair. An 
unrelenting campaign has been 
waged against Nefl Hamilton 
and his wife, based upon the as- 
sumption that be was guilty of 
corruptly accepting payments 
from Mr AJ Fayed. 

Had there been a proper ju- 


dicial process, Mr Hamilton 
and Mr AJ Fayed would both 
have had to answer questions 
on oath and any witnesses 
could have been cross-exam- 
ined. Even more important, 
prejudicial pre-trial publicity 
would not have been permitted. 
MURIEL TURNER 
(Baroness Turner of Camden) 
London NW6 

Remembrance 

Sin Simon C Allen (Letteis, 1 1 
November) is entitled not to 
wear a Remembrance Day pop- 
py but I wonder whether he has 
ceased to mark Christmas and 
Easter (and possibly his own 
birthday) simply because he 
“cannot turn back and re- 
member a time I did not know”. 
JOHN DOUGH 
Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire 

Sin At the age of 43, 1 also have 
many reasons to remember the 


Second World Wit. The reason 
I wear a poppy is to not only to 
remember those who died dur- 
ing that war but also those who 
died during the Falklands war, 
the Gulf war and Bosnia for the 
sake of freedom. In years to 
come, there will be further 
wars, and those that suffer dur- 
ing these wars also have a right 
to be remembered. 

JAN GREEP 
Stodcbridge, Hampshire 

American justice 

Sir There is no essential dif- 
ference between a Massachu- 
setts jury being influenced tty 
the feelings of the Eappens, a 
Saudi court taking notice of the 
opinions of nurse Gilford’s 
family and a British Home 
Secretary being swayed by the 
anger of James Bulger’s par- 
ents. If Justice needs her blind- 
fold, she needs it everywhere. 
PJ STEWART 
Oxford 


Passports, canal boats and Afrikaans - a moral maze of modern fables 


Early Baconians 

Sin The most effective form of 
censorship is for the orthodox 
believer to label heretics as 
snobs, self-advertisers, or lu- 
natics. Shakespeare is such a sa- 
cred myth in Ed gland that all 
discussion of the authorship is 
habitually tilled in this manner. 
Thus Terry Eagleton cannot re- 
sist the tired old jibes at 
“Looney” Oxfordians and mad 
Baconians called Bacon in his 
review of The Genius of Shake- 
speare (1 November). 

However, be is wrong in sug- 
gesting that nobody questioned 
Shakespeare’s identity until 
200 years after his death. The 
identity of many writers in that 
era was regularly disputed by 
contemporaries such as Robert 
Greene, Thomas Nashe and 
Thomas Puttenham, and 
Shakespeare was no exception. 
In 1597 Joseph Hall published 
V’irgidemiae, in which he iden- 
tified the author of “Venus 
and Adonis” and other early 
works as someone he called 
“Labeo". who passed them off 
as someone else’s. 

A year later in his Pig- 
ma lion's Image and Certain 
Satires John Marston identified 
“Labeo” as u medioaia firma ”, 
which was Frauds Bacon’s fam- 
ily motto. Even H N Gibson, 
who accepts the orthodox 
theory, acknowledges that 
“Marston believed that Hall 
meant Bacon as the author 
and "Venus and Adorns’ as the 
poem”. 

. Incidentally, the Baconian 
theory was first directly sug- 
gested by the Rev James 
Wihnot about 1785, which is still 
less than 200 years. 

BRIAN McCUNTON 
Lisburn, Co Antrim 

Beards good and bad 

Sin Nicholas Schocm’s defence 
of beardies (11 November) 
seems to miss the point that 
some people look good wear- 
ing a beani others do not. 

Wild, unkempt fur is fine on 
eccentric university professors 
and trawler skippers but per- 
haps not so on a neuro-surgeon. 

All my female friends agree 
that Sean Connery looks even 
more rugged and handsome be- 
hind a coating of grey faze. Bad 
beards are those fusty, mani- 
cured affairs. Thke a dose look 
at Jeremy Beadle if you disagree. . 
SEAN MALYON 
Stamford, Lincolnshire 
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Today I bring yon three cau- 
tionary tables for our time. 

1. Once upon a time there 
was a frequent business flyer 
who loved doing all the things 
that frequent business flyers do. 
such as collecting Air Miles, 
watching stupid in-flight films 
instead of sleeping and buying 
unnecessary things in Duty 
Free at the same price he 
could have got them elsewhere. 
He enjoyed life as a frequent 
business flyer. 

The one thing he regretted 
was not haring an old-style big 
blue British passport. When his 
passport had come up for re- 
newal, he had got one of the 
first of the new little daret EU 
things. Ho was so resentful of 
this that he had bad his old 
passport made into a passport 


holder for the new horrible lit- 
tle pink thing, and when he 
went abroad he would put his 
little valid passport into hi s big 
old invalid one. 

One day he was travelling to 
Canada and he presented his 
big blue passport for passport 
inspection. 

“There’s no passport in 
here,” said the official. 

“I think you'll find there’s a 
small red one inside,” said the 
frequent business fiyer smugly. 
. “I think not” 

He looked. The man was ab- 
solutely right. He had forgot- 
ten to put his new passport 
inside his old one. This meant 
be bad to go home to get his 
passport, and that meant he 
missed his flight and had to get 
a later one. As luck would 


have it, the flight he missed 
landed safely in Canada and 
everyone on board was saved. 
Bnt the flight be was forced to 
take crashed on take-oft There 
were no survivors. 

MORAL: Even if the plane 
you take doesn't leave the coun- 
try, you should sdd have your 
passport with you for identifi- 
cation in the aftermath. 

2. Once upon a time there 
was a man who lived on a canal 
boat with his family, and did 
everything that an ideal citizen 
should do. He saved energy by 
ming a wind-powered genera- 
tor. He saved petrol by cycling 
to and from the boat His wife 
taught the children at home on 
the boat and took some strain 
off the schools. By using herbal 
remedies from the fields and 


woods they never fell ill and 
never bothered the NHS. But 
when it came to general elec- 
tion time, be found that neither 
he nor his wife was allowed to 
vote. 

“You see, you haven’t got a 
fixed abode,” said the election 
official at the town halL 
“You’ve got to have a fixed 
abode.” 

“Why?” 

“Because those are the 
rales.” 

“Why?” 

“Because we have to know 
that every voter actually Eves 
in the constituency he intends 
to vote iu-" 

“But I do live here." 

“Ah yes. bul you can’t guar- 
antee that you won’t move 
your boat before the election. 


can you? You might cast off and 
go down the canal to another 
constituency and register there 
and vote there as well. That 
wouldn't be fair to people with 
only one vote, would it?” 

“Yes, but it won’t be fair to 
me if I can’t have any vote at 
all, wOI it?" 

“I’m sorry about that, sir,” 
said the official, “but 1 suppose 
that’s the price you pay for be- 
ing 3 floating voter.” 

MORAL: You may be a mod- 
el citizen, and you may have a 
real grievance against the laws 
of the country, but it won 't stop 
bureaucrats from making stupid 
jokes. 

3. Once upon a time there 
was a young man from South 
Africa living in London who 
overheard two people in the 


London Underground dis- 
cussing a trip that one of them 
had made to South Africa. 

“1 didn't Like it at all,” said 
the person. “The Afrikaners 
are so rude and unfriendly. The 
natives go into a shell when 
they see the colour of your skin. 
It’s dirty and dangerous in the 
middle of Johannesburg and 
you can’t even go out at night. 
I’m glad to be back. I can tell 
you.” 

The young South African 
was so furious at this unfair de- 
scription of his countiy that he 
was about to intervene, when 
he heard two other passengers 
talking in Afrikaans tolerably 
well. 3 

“\ don ' 1 fcK™ why people 
Idee London,” one was saying 
H I hate it here. Everyone is » 


rude and offensive. Even if they 
might be nice to you, they 
dam up when they hear your 
South African accent.” 

“And it’s bloody dirty and 
bloody dangerous,” said the 
other. 

“Especially at night I can’t 
wait to get back to Cape 
Town." 

The young man, who had 
been listening to their convert 
sation and who came from 
Cape Town himself, felt all 
warm inside at the thought that 
there were two people like 
nun on the same train in Lon- 
don. He turned round and 
would probably have greeted 
them had he not realised in 
tune that they were both black; 

MORAL: You could flhwtys try 
talking Welsh. - 
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Forget the CBI, watch 
the market signals 



hamish 

McRAE 
BUSINESS AND 

government 


Business everywhere is becoming more im- 
portant, so how should we make sure that 
the voice of business Ls conveyed accurate- 
ly to government? 

Two equally unsatisfactory approaches to 
this problem are on display this week. One 
is the Formula One model. Here the politi- 
cians accept a lot of money from tbe busi- 
neffl in question, trim their policies to suit 
its interests while insisting that there is ut- 
terly no connection between the dosh and 
the policy — and then give the money back 
in case anyone thinks there was. 

The other is the CBI model. Here the key 
grandees of business get together and de- 
cide on a policy, in this case that European 
Monetary Union is basically a good idea. 
They then stand up at a grand annual con- 
ference and say so, only to find that other 
key grandees think it isn’t a such good idea 
at all, and they also stand up and put the op- 
posite fine. The disagreement then stirs up 
a string of anti-CBI comment, with people 
pointing out that it happens to be German 
and Irish grandees that think it is great idea 
for Britain to join EMU, while the British 
ones are altogether more circumspect. 

There is a deeper problem here, which 
is that the business world has become much 
more fragmented than it was even 10 years 
ago, so that creating a mechanism to rep- 
resent its interests is virtually impossible. We 
have the CBI which is competently run and 
does as a good job as it can representing big 
business. But the big companies that dom- 
inate it are becoming less and less impor- 
tant as a source of employment in this 
country. Companies such as British Airways 
or Barclays. Bank are. busy cutting their 
labour-forces. That is not a criticism; mere- 
ly an observation that big business every- 
where is involved in a ferocious drive to cut 
costs and that means killing jobs. 

By contrast net job creation in this coun- 
try comes entirely from tiny companies, the 
sort of companies that make Formula One 
cars or supply services to the business. If you 
run a firm with half a dozen employees you 
are not going to want to spend time on a CBI 
committee, even if that was your idea of fim. 

There are other organisations that rep- 
resent small business. There is the Institute 
of Directors, for example, which usually takes 
the opposite line to the CBI. But it is more 
of a club, with posh premises on Pall Mali, 
and a service industry (conferences, a mag- 
azine, meeting rooms, etc), than a lobbying 
body. There are various other bodies that 
try to represent business, and there are 

the Chambers of Commerce, but it is very 
difficult for them to convey a clear signal: 
there is too much background noise. 

There are an amazing number of small 
businesses in this country. Back in 1980 there 
were 2.4 million small businesses in total in 
Britain. Now there are more than 3.7 million, 
though that is down a touch from the peak 


of the 1980s boom. Companies with fewer 
than 50 employees employ nearly JO million 
people, of which 2.9 million are self-employed. 
Where these people have a collective interest 
in an industry their interests can be protected 
by an energetic champion, with access to the 
corridors of power. A meeting at Number 
10 and, hey presto, policy change s 

There are still dangers lurking even 
when there are such champions. The frag- 
mented fine arts business in London is in 
danger of losing business to New York if the 
government agrees to an EU rule that it has 
to apply VAT on the auction trade. But at 
least there arc powerful people in the sale- 
rooms who can convey the warning to gov- 
ernment, pointing out that the Treasury will 
actually lose revenue, not gain it, if it dri- 
ves the trade offshore. 

But those are exceptions. Most small busi- 
nesses do not haw powerful champions. Not 
only is there no Federation for Creators of 
Web Pages on the internet, but there is no 
Mr Internet (as there is a Mr Formula One 
and a Mr Unflever and a Mr BMW) who can 
hob-nob at Number 10. We have structures 
that represent big business in a world where 
power is shifting to small business. 

So what is to be done? Well, 1 know what 
is not to be done, which is to create some 
additional formal mechanism for trying to 
convey the views of business to the govern- 
ment. The sort of people who want to sit on 
committees are not the people who matter 
in small businesses: people who are any good 
are too busy doing their jobs. 

No, I suggest that government should not 
listen to what business people say but watch 
what they do. Tbe market will signal pret- 
ty fast if government adopts a business- 
unfriendly policy. Do not over-plan, but 
respond very quickly to market signals. 

This is the strategy of the City of Lon- 
don. There has been no long-term plan that 
anight to make the Gty the largest producer 
of international financial services in the 
world. We have not bribed foreign banks to 
locate in London, as we have the Koreans 
to set up plants in South Wales; yet there 
are more banks here than any other place 
on earth and we seem, if anything, to be gain- 
ing market share in financial services, rather 
than losing it Whenever there is a threat, 
then there has to be an immediate response: 
a good example was the “ring of steel” round 
tbe City in response to IRA bomb attacks. 

This must be tbe right response to the 
needsofbusmess.Docotwasteenergyhav- - 
ing long meetings with people who claim Jo. , 
represent business, for they wifi represent 
the interests of- if not large burineSs, cer- 
tainly existing business. Instead, watch with 
lidless eyes what is happening to small busi- 
ness creation and employment. Do not worry 
if business people moan, for everyone 
whinges these days. But if they start to shut 
down or lay off staff, or simply don’t start 
businesses in the first place, move like the 
wind to find out why and correct the policy 
that has caused the problem. Policies which 
cannot easily be reversed (such as EMU 
membership) need to be approached with 
particular caution. 

Thus is a whole new world for politicians. 
Politicians are used to bureaucracies, to struc- 
tures, to meetings. Tb deal with the growing, 
new businesses politicians have to behave not 
like bureaucrats but like entrepreneurs. 
They have to create policies, test them on 
the market and see if they walk off tbe shelves- 
They have to accept that they will make mis- 
takes and if they have a duff idea, change it 
fast. Being business-friendly is not the same 
as being friendly with business people, for 
it is the business people of the future who 
hold the key to the success of economies, not 
those who have already made their p3e. 



Public exposure: Louise Woodward and her hometown supporters face the world on the small screen 


Sky News 


When justice is seen to be done 



SUZANNE 

MOORE 

EMOTIONS 
ON TRIAL 


It’s difficult to know what to pin 
on your chest lately. Instead of 
wearing a poppy for a couple 
of days, people now seem to 
wear them for about three 
weeks. Next to that you can pin 
your yellow ribbon for Louise 
Woodward, a pink one for 
breast cancer awareness and 
your old Aids ribbon- You can 
if you so desire add a caterpil- 
lar to show that you haven’t for- 
gotten what happened to 
Matthew Eappen. How much 
more room is there to shew that 
you care? Well, it depends bow 
big your chest is. The symbols 
of caring and remembering 
have got out of hand. Poppies 
and yellow ribbons? Are they 
really interchangeable? 

Some would say that much 
has got out of hand concerning 
the whole Woodward case. The 
inhabitants of Ehon emoting fu- 
riously in front of the cameras, 
regulars of The Rigger forming 
themselves into an amateur 
dramatics society, one minute 
sobbing, the next clutching at 
each other. 

Obviously everyone in Elton 
shares the view (hat Louise is 
innocent and they will stay in 
that pub .until the rest of the 
world recognises that they are 


right. It should be pointed out 
that anyone who stays in a pub 
as long as these people have is 
most likely to be not just a little 
tired and emotional but com- 
pletely inebriated. An Ameri- 
can cameraman told me last 
week of his shock at the amount 
of underage drinking in Elton 
and the way that the campaign 
consists of getting the beers in 
at 10 in the morning. 

Not to put loo fine a point 
on it, the inhabitants of Ehon are 
not debating issues of justice and 
morality; they are doing what we 
Brits excel at, they are having a 
piss-up. Given the circum- 
stances, a dead child, a convicted 
child-killer, a media circus, this 
may all be profoundly tasteless 
and inappropriate. But just let 
us remind ourselves of a couple 
of things here. The pub crowd 
in Elton are’noi the entire pop- 
ulation of Britain, most ofwhom 
seem to feel that a manslaugh- 
ter verdict is the right one. The 
“mob mentality" of Ehon actu- 
ally belongs to less than a hun- 
dred people. The idea of 
Woodward coming back to 
Britain as a heroine strikes most 
of us as abhorrent. 

Pictures of hysterical women 
groping the local vicar, geed up 
by the constant presence of Sky 
News, should show that while 
we routinely accuse American 
culture of being cheap and 
tacky, we can beat them at their 
own game. This is unfortunate 
because the original impulse 
that sparked this campaign - 
that Woodward did not deserve 
a sentence of 15 years -slid day 
by day into gross hyperbole. Tbe 
supposed list of people who 
have written to the campaign- 
ers offering Woodward au pair 
jobs is further evidence of a 
lapse of judgement. Whatever 
oae may think of the girl, one 
might imagine she should at 
least try a new line of work. 

Some commentators have 


seen the whole sorry spectacle 
as a sign that we have lost our 
minds, that the age of reason 
has been overtaken by a head- 
long rush into the irrational, tbe 
emotional, the hysterical “fem- 
inisation” of Britain that is in- 
evitably bad. This new mood is 
as bewildering to tbe old guard 
as The X- Files. Emotions are the 
alien invaders that are turning 
our citizens into media zombies. 

As I said last week, express- 
ing feelings is not the same thing 
as understanding them. We are 
still in a transitional period, sur- 
prised at our own capacity to be 
open about what we feel. If 
there is a sense of permission 
for this brought about by a new 
government and Diana's death, 
it doesn't mean that all these 
emotions will automatically be 
noble and generous. Indeed 
some of the feelings that have 
surfaced during this trial - a 
knee-jerk anti-Americanism, 
an innate belief in the superi- 
ority of the British way of do- 
ing things - have served to 
remind us what a small-mind- 
ed and petty nation we are. 

Likewise some of the Amer- 
ican reactions have been com- 
pletely out of all proportion to 
what we understand to be the 
facts of the case. Jay Leno’s 
quip that now O J Simpson will 
have a new golfing buddy is just 
plain ridiculous. Yet the anxi- 
eties that fuelled the huge pub- 
lic interest in the case do not 
appear to me particularly irra- 
tional. For once tire issue of who 
looks after tbe children, of 
how working women manage 
has become media-sexy. Most 
debates on childcare are seen 
as dull and worthy. Suddenly 
that great unseen part of many 
women’s lives - their compro- 
mises, their heartaches, their 
temporary solutions to tbe 
problem of childcare - is now 
seen as a matter of public in- 
terest. All of us who have left 


Handling Saddam: lessons from the First World War 



.PATRICK 
■ GOCKBURN 
SANCTIONS 
ON IRAQ_ 


a (ing with Iraq since the 
war the UN is in 
position - and faces the 
difficulties - as France 
ritain trying to enforce the 

Sons Of the treaty of V^r- 

i after the end of 
World Wfrr. 

e victorious Alhes tried to 
the size of the German 

o 100,00 men and stop « 

. 


aircraft , poison gas or a g*®*" 
^alstaffi Sm2brfy, toe United Na- 
! tioas Special Commission 

; (Uhscmn) has^jent sixyeam tty- 

ring to eliminate Iraq’s weapons 
-of mass destruction — nuclear, 


ologjcal and chemical - and the 
means to deliver them. 

Tbe UN in Iraq is failing 
now for the same reason as the 
Allies in Germany failed in the 
1920s. Both the First World War 
and the Gulf war ended in 
armistices. In the first case, the 
Allied armies did not set foot 
on German territory- In sec- 
ond, they crossed only a few 
kilometres into Iraq- 

In both cases, the agree- 
ments that ended the conflict 
could be enforced only with the 
cooperation of the defeated 
state, which was bound ro wait 
for a suitable opportunity to 
jhrow off the shackles on its sov- 
ereignty- The only real surprise 
in the present crisis with Iraq 
is that this has been so long 

coming- , , 

The analogy goes further. 

Versailles could only last so tong 
as tbe Allies were prepared to 
restart the war to enforce it- 
Otherwise they had to t negoti- 
ate The US and its Gulf war al- 
lies are now in the same 
position. Are they _ mhms “ 
icstart the Gulf warm order to 
enforce the provisions that 
ended it? Saddam Hussem is 
betting that they are not. 

lesser military action will 
not do. Last year the Iraqi 
leader sent his tanks into Ar- 


bfl. tbe Kurdish capital, in a sur- 
prise intervention in the Kur- 
dish dvfl war. For six years the 
US, Fiance and Britain had 
been flying air-patrols over 
Kurdistan whose unstated pur- 
pose was to deter ary such Iraqi 
action. When it finally came. 
President Clinton - facing re- 
election - fired missiles at tar- 
gets 500 miles to the south of 
Arbfl. American television 
viewers were impressed by their 
government’s resolution as they 
watched the missies launched, 
but to Iraqis, both the govern- 
ment and its opponents, the af- 
fair was a demonstration of 
American impotence. . . 

Tfre Iraqi leadership has al- 
ready calculated the odds. For 
several years, it has debated its 
response to arms inspectors. 
Some Iraqis, including Thriq 
Aziz, the deputy prime minis- 
ter, argued in the past (ironi- 
cally he is now the spokesman 
for the opposite view) that if 
Iraq played fair with Unscom 
then sanctions would end. Oth- 
ers, notably Uday, the son of 
Saddam Hussein, and his news- 
paper Bobii, said that the US 
was determined to maintain 

sanctions whether Iraq gave up 
its strategic weapons or not. 
When Iraq said on 29 October 
that it was going to expel the 


American inspectors belonging 
to Unscom, it showed that Sad- 
dam Hussein had finally de- 
cided that Uday and other 
Iraqi leaders who thought like 
him were right. 

There were other calcula- 
tions involved. Iraq was clear- 
ly encouraged by signs of 
“sanctions fatigue" in the world 
in general and particularly in 
Paris, Moscow and Pelting. 
American influence has ebbed 
a little in tbe Arab world be- 
cause of its failure to broker an 
Israeli- Palestinian agreement 
since the Oslo accords in 1993. 
It may even be -that Unscom 
was about to unearth some 
Iraqi weaponry. 

In the past 18 months, un- 
noticed by the outside world, 
there has been a significant 
power shift within Iraq. Since 
he re-entered Kurdistan last 
year the Iraqi leader has start- 
ed to re-establish his power in 
his three northern Kurdish 
provinces from which he with- 
drew in 1991. He forced the 
evacuation of one of the largest 
CIA networks in the world, in 
the biggest defeat for the 
agency since the Bay of Pigs. A 
little earlier a ClA-backcd mil- 
itary coup was unmasked in 
Baghdad and Its leaders shot. 

These developments gave 


Saddam Hussem confidence. 
Obviously there is no compar- 
ison between tbe military 
forces he has available and 
those of the US. During the 
Gulf war, Iraqi anti-aircraft 
fire was almost wholly ineffec- 
tive against allied aircraft and 
missiles. Tbe Iraqi leader has 
450,000 men and 800-1,000 
modern T-72 tanks, but his 
most important asset is that he 
probably will not face a renewal 
of the Gulf conflict. 

Much wifi depend on bow 
Saddam plays his hand. In 
1980, when he invaded Iran, 
and in 1990, when he invaded 
Kuwait, be mistook a short- 
term tactical advantage for a 
real change in the balance of 
power in the region. His judge- 
ment of domestic Iraqi politics 
is acute, but he often misinter- 
prets how the world will react 
to his moves. 

In the present confrontation 
he will be on strong ground if 
he tries to make concrete but 
limited gains. Tbe political sta- 
tus quo of 1991 is looking tat- 
tered, but it is not yet on its 
death bed. A few missiles will 
not impress the Iraqi leader. A 
frill-scale bombardment of Iraqi 
power stations and oil refiner- 
ies might do so, but such a pro- 
longed attack could not be 


launched without an interna- 
tional political consensus sim- 
ilar to that which existed before 
the Gulf war. 

- “We reject any promises or 
sweet words," said the Baghdad 
daily Babil yesterday, ‘Tinless 
they are stated in an official and 
clear document which guaran- 
tees two demands: neutrality of 
inspection teams and setting a 
time frame for lifting the em- 
bargp."It is unlikely that Iraq will 
allow Unscom to return without 
some progress on these fronts. 

President Clinton is playing 
it cautiously. No doubt there is 
plenty of support in the US for 
punishing Saddam Hussem. 
He is the one remaining card- 
carrying demon -with the pos- 
sible exception of Fide] Castro 

- in the American political 
cosmology. But this support 
might change if the US forces 
start suffering casualties. 

The political status quo of 
1991 in the Middle East con no 
more be maintained indefi- 
nitely than that of 1919 in Eu- 
rope. It would be better to 
arrange for its orderly demise 

- and a new relationship be- 
tween Iraq and the outside 
world - than to pretend that the 
accords that ended the Gulf 
War can be kept alive indefi- 
nitely. 


our children with paid carers say 
to e aeh other that we are not 
shocked that tbs baby has died, 
but that more of them don’t. 

This making public of what 
is normally hidden has reper- 
cussions. Indeed much of the 
discussion around this case has 
to do with what should be 
made public information and 
what should not. Deborah Eap- 
pen’s style of mothering has 
been on trial, and her decision 
to make public pictures of her 
dying baby was seen as the last 
straw. 

We would also prefer not to 
see trials televised, or so we are 
told continually by the great and 
the good. It debases the legal 
system. We were, of course, told 
the same thing about putting 
cameras in the House of Com- 
mons. Old Britain was in many 
ways a dosed society. Much de- 
cision-making went on behind 
closed doors. How though, can 
we argue for greater openness, 
greater accountability if we are 
prepared to keep so much 
secret? Putting TV cameras in 
courtrooms can mean appeal- 
ing to the lowest common de- 
nominator, yet putting TV 
cameras in pubs full of people 
watching televised trials is 
deemed somehow acceptable. 
This is pure hypocrisy. 

The American justice system 
has its flaws, as does ours, but 
we have seen justice to be 
done, in that whatever mistakes 
were made have been rectified 


far more quickly than if the case 
bad been heard here. Allowing 
citizens to watch the legal sys- 
tem at work, to make up their 
minds, entails a certain amount 
of trust. Some people will go 
bonkers in village pubs, some 
will shrug their shoulders and 
wonder what all the fuss is 
about, some will enjoy dis- 
cussing juicy judicial issues and 
some will ignore it all. 

Tbe alternative to trial tty 
televisions is trial by tabloid. 
This is actually the medium that 
simplifies; television on the 
other hand shows the long 
hours taken up by the presen- 
tation of complicated infor- 
mation, it shows that everything 
is not black and white. There 
are costs involved in allowing 
the general public to have more 
access to and more information 
about the legal system - greater 
openness carries risks. 

Yet for every sentimental 
view that has been expressed 
abut Woodward there exists, I'm 
sure, a more sober analysis of 
what really went on behind the 
dosed doors of the Eappen 
household. In fact Judge ZobeFs 
is just that and one day when 
they get back home from the 
pub, even Wfoodwanf s most ar- 
dent supporters may in private 
have to acknowledge that the 
party is over, that the TV crews 
have gone home and that there 
is no one left to waich them star- 
ring in a drama of their own 
making. 
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McGregor: a restless, inquisitive and highly original mind 


Carson Smith 


Carson Raymond Smith, bass 
player, composer and 
arranger: bom San Francisco 
9 January (93f ;.died Las Vegas 
2 November 1997. 


Playing the bass in a jazz group 
is often a thankless, almost 
anonymous job. Caison Smith 
leapt to fame in the Fifties on 
the coat tails of the baritone 
saxophonist Gerry Mulligan. 
He was a key member of the 
Gerry Mulligan Quartet in 
1952, ami no doubt learnt a lot 
about composition and ar- 
ranging from the leader. Be- 
cause Mulligan was unique in 
choosing to abandon the piano, 
the role of the double bass be- 
came crucial in supporting the 
hunt line, which consisted of his 
baritone and the trumpet of 
Chet Baker. 

There will always be dis- 
cussion over whether or not 
Gerry Mulligan's self-esteem 
was justified by his enormous 
contribution to jazz. Even be- 
fore the succes fou of the quar- 
tet he had been unusually 
arrogant. He hired and fired 


sidemen with ruthless efficien- 
cy and was not averse to taking 
revenge. When the drummer 
Frank Isola resigned from his 
group in Los Angeles to join 
Stan Getz, Mulligan left the city 
and drove off for the East with 
Isola’s drum kit still in the 
boot of bis car. 

Mulligan was cavalier about 
rewriting jazz history when it 
suited him. "Carson Smith was 
the original bass player,” be said 
of the quartet. In fact Bob 
Whitlock had preceded Smith 
in the band by a number of 
months. 

By the time Smith took over 
from Whitlock the band had al- 
ready enjoyed huge success 
with “Benue's Tune", one of the 
first jazz reconk to be a hit with 
record buyers at large. 
“Bemie’s Tune" also estab- 
lished West Coast jazz in the 
public eye as a distinct style. 

The quartet followed up 
with other successful originals , 
but Smith was responsible for 
creating its next biggest hit. “Be- 
ing an arranger, a lot of the 
good ideas in the early quartet 
were Carson's," said Mulligan. 


“The idea of doing ‘My Funny 
Valentine' with that moving 
bass line that makes the 
arrangement was his.*' “My 
Funny Valentine” was unique in 
using the members of the quar- 
tet to sing a cappella behind 
Chet Baker's trumpet. 

At the height of the quartet’s 
success, Mulligan was impris- 
oned at the Sheriffs Honor 
Rim for three months for drug 
offences, and Stan Getz re- 
placed him temporarily in the 
quartet. But there had been dif- 
ficulties over money. Following 
the success of "My Funny 
Valentine” Baker was now a 
star in his own right Mulligan 
refused to give him any more 
money and the trumpeter left 
in 1953 to form his own quar- 
tet taking Carson Smith with 
him. 

Baker had severe narcotics 
problems which dominated his 
whole life, and his quartet was 
made stable by its pianist Russ 
Freeman. But when Baker de- 
cided to take the band to Eu- 
rope in 1955 Freeman and 
Smith thought the time had 
come to leave, and they stayed 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

BLACKWELL: John, editor otraordi- 
luurv, died in Clap ham on Bonfire 
Night I*J97. Service at St Plaid's 
Church, Rectory Grove, Qapham, 
3pm. Frida)- 14 November. No Bow- 
en, donations to British Heart Foun- 
dation or to Hinitv Hospice may be 
sent to his wife, fcunela Blackwell 
I Price], at his home. A memorial ser- 
i7ce will he announced later. 


For Gazette, telephone 0171 -293 2012. 
Charges are £6 JO a fine (VAT on}. 
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Birthdays 

Dame ft’ggy Fenner, former MP, 75; 
Lord Goff of QjieveJey, a Lord of 
Appeal in Ordinary, 71; Dr William 
Hayes, President. St John's College, 
Oxford, 67; Miss Kim Hunter, ac- 
tress, 75; Mr John InguneQs, editor. 
Dictionary of British Visitors to Italy 
in the 18h Century, 63; Sir Raer Lloyd 
MP. 60; Miss Jennifer Page, chief 
executive. Milk ni inn Commission, 
53; Miss Stephanie Powers, actress, 
54; Professor Gilbert Smith, Vice- 
Chancellor, University of Northum- 
bria at Newcastle. 53; Miss Jo 
Stafford, singer, 79; Sir William 
Sutherland, former chief constable, 
Lothian and Borders Police, 64; 
Professor John Tarrant, Vice-Chan- 
cellor and Principal, Huddersfield 
Unweisity, 56; Prebendary Chad 
Vhiah,ioiBKierofti»Sarnanbns,86; 
Mr Neil Young, rock singer and gui- 
tarist, 5 I. 


Royalists, I7L5; the River Lifiey 
rose, causing floods and damage to 
Dublin, 1787; the first Jewish news- 
paper in Britain, the Jewish Chroni- 
cle , was published, 1841; Sir James 
Young Simpson was the first to use 
chloroform as an - anaesthetic in 
Britain, 1847; a great eruption of 
Mount Vesuvius occurred, 1367; the 
remains of Captain Scott and his 
companions were found in Antarc- 
tica, 1912; King Lndwig ED acceded 
to the throne of Bavaria, 1913; the 
Battle of Guadalcanal started. 1942; 
the German battleship Tvpitz was 
sunk, 1944. Tbday is the Feast Day 
of St Astrik or Anastas us, St Bene- 
dict of BeDevenUvSt Cadwalader, St 
Cumian the Tall. St Conibert, St 
EroDon CucuUrius, St Josapttai of 
Polotsk, St Lebuis or Uafwine, St 
Ltvinos, St Machar or Mochnmtna 
and Sr NHos the Elder. 


Lectures 


Anniversaries 
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Chancel far. UMlra UmwjMfr. atanfa Ftmutnt is 
CW. Sense Hiim. Und« »tl .Tbr Dobr or Urn, 
fwi'.'n. SU Club >s'Grc=t Britm. present, the IVtt 
M edal, ns Use Wide Hhkc. Loirirti SWiQ. Hi 
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Cxutcd. atlendi lias MnratMlcn Muuwral Lee- 
lot, 31 ibe InUKulkx) Etmnajl Eepnccn. Luo- 
in WCL fttaaci AkUMk-x Ticsdau, allOKh 
Ac Ttmn sol Vumrr Ceattisax d tfcjd not 
tirouf KoM»n Fw*] al We-l m i Bic f Cathedral 
llatt. UMmSWI. 


Births: Richard Baxter, Puritan min- 
ister, scholar and writer, 1615; Ed- 
ward Vernon (“Old Grog”). Admiral, 
1684; Jaeques-Alexaadre Cfisar 
Charles, physkast and inventor, 1746; 
M» Amelia Ope (Amelia Alduson). 
novelist, 176^ AlcamderPotfirievidi 
Borodin, composer, 1833; Fran^ois- 
Auguste Rodin, sculptor, 1340; 
Princess Grace of Monaco (Grace 
Patricia Kelly). 192 9. Deaths: Pbpe 
Boniface ru, 607; Canute (the 


( Great), King of England and Den- 


j mark, 1035; Thomas Fairfax, third 
I Baron Fairfax of Cameron, Pariia- 
[ mcntaiy army COmnumder-in-ChieE, 
\ 1671; Charles Kemble, actor, 1854; 


Changing of the Guard 


Tbc HUixbnfcJ Canto Meunwl fc&nwtt mouxs 
uu. I.'wcn’i Lih; Own] H HoRrGwh, 1 lun 


f Rosalia Marie Josephs Barbara, 
j Baroness Oirzy. novelist, 1947. On 
I this day: John Buny&n, writer, was 
f arrested for preaching without a li- 
i ceoce, 1660; the Bank of Sberiffinuzr 
! was fought between Jacobites and 


National Galloy. Colin Wiggins, 
‘Temptresses (u): Liss, Judith in the 
Tent ofHotofema”, 1pm; Gabriele 
Final di and The Rev Nicholas 
Holtam, “Solimeaa: Sairu Martin 
DMtEngffisGbafir t 630pmQtoam 
37); Matgaret Scott, “Holbein, The 
Field of doth of Gold (and Black, 
unit Pink, and 630pm (Sains- 
bu/y Mag Theatre). 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Jen- 
nifer Opie, “New Furnish Glass’, 

130pm. 

Tare GaDerp James Malpas, "Eric 
Gill, Henri Gaudier-Brzeska, Jacob 
EpsteuT, lpm. 

Gresham CoOege, Barnard’s Inn 
Hall. London EC1: Professor 
Lyuette Hunter. “Oraturt, Oratory 
and Getting the Message Heard", 
5J0pm. 

School of Oriental and African Stud- 
ies, London University, London 
WCl: "International Law of Devel- 
opment: a nuUenaimn subject or a 
relic of the 20th century?", 5.15pm. 


Lord McGregor of Durris 


» • 


Oliver Ros McGregor, social 
•dentists bom Durra, 
Kincartfi msshi re 25 August 
1921; Asbtant Lecturer and 
Lecturer in Economic 
History, Hull University 1945- 
47; Lecturer, Bedford 

College, London University 
IMIhMj Simon Senior 
Research Fellow, Manchester 
University 1959-60; Header, 
London U n iver s i t y 1960-64; 
Professor, of Sodal 
Institutions, London 
Unhrenhy I964-B5; Heed of 
Department of Sociology, 
Bedford College, London 
University 1944-77; Fellow, 
WoHhon College, Oxford 
1972-75; Chairman, Royal 
Commission on Press 1975- 
77; created Baron McGregor 
of Durris 1978; Chairman, 
Advertising Standards 
Authority 1980-90; Chairman, 
Press Complaints Commission 
1991-94; married 1944 Ned 
Weate (three sons); died 
London 10 November 1997. 


Reader in Social Institutions 
from 1960 to 1964, and as Pro- 
fessor from 1964 to 1985, re- 
tiring shortly after Bedford was 
incorporated with Royal Hol- 
loway College. As Head of 
Department between 1964 and 
1977 he recruited and led a 
cadre of-outstanding scholars, 
particularly in the fields of so- 


key role mtiie sponsoring of re- 
search and m drafting the final 
report (Finer Report, 1974) 
with the late Sir Morris Finer. 
Their joint monograph. The 


Oliver McGregor was one of 
the last exemplary figures in 
that great tradition of post-war 
British social scientists who 
followed the vocations of schol- 
arship and public service with 
equal ease and distinction. 

The son of a Scottish tenant 
farmer, he enlisted as a gunner 
at the start of the Second World 
War before being seconded to 
the War Office and the Ministry 
of Agriculture. After demobil- 
isation he graduated with first- 
class honours in Economic 
Histoxy from the London 
School of Economics and 
taught briefly at Hull before his 
appointment to a lectureship at 
Bedford College in 1947. 

“Mac" McGregor went on 
to serve at Bedford College as 


dology. In addition he was as 
an outs tanding , able and au- 
thoritative Chairman of the 

Board of Studies and the Board 
of Examiners in Social Policy 
and Administration. 

McGregor was a man of 
prodigious intellectual energy 
and enthusiasm. In addition to 
his engagements in London 
University during the 1970s he 
was elected to a Fellowship of 
Wolfeon College, and served as 
Director of the Centre for So- 
cio-Legal Studies in Oxford 
University, where he initiated 
a series of major inler-coflfigiate 
research projects involving 
London, Bristol and the Oxford 
Centre. 

In his first major work. Di- 
vorce in Engkmd (1957), he un- 
dertook a critical analysis of the 
findings of the Morton Com- 
mission, and set out a number 
Of cogent and radical proposals 
for the reform of the divorce 
laws. His next major, co-au- 
thored work. Separated Spous- 
es (1970),^ was the first nationally 
representative survey of the ju- 
risdiction of magistrates' courts 
over matrimony and the ille- 
gitimate child. Its finding s and 
recommendations made a sig- 
nificant contribution to the de- 
bate about family law and its 
subsequent reform. 

As a member of the Select 
Committee on One-Parent 
Indies, McGregor played a 


tain, was a masterly historical 
anal ysis of the changing rela- 
tionship between the develop-- 
ment of the poor law and femfly 
law relating to the treatment of 
illegitimate children in Eng- 
land during the 19th century. 

From the 1970s onwards 
McGregor wrote numerous ar- 
ticles on issues of social and 
legal reform including his con- 
tributions to such distinguished 
lecture programmes as the 
James Seth Memorial, the Mac- 
cabaean in Jurisprudence, the 
Tbm Olsen and the Hamlya se- 
ries. He combined these acad- 
emic activities with continuous 
service as a member of com- 
mittees on subjects such as the 
Enforcement of Judgement 
Debts. Statutory Maintenance 
limits and t jnct Use, and as 
President of the National Coun- 
cil for One-Parent Families and 
the National Association of 
Citizens' Advice Bureaux. 

Throughout his long career 
he sought both to extend the 
frontiers of scholarship in his 
fields of enquiry and to apply 
research findings to central is- 
sues of social reform and pub- 
lic service. In this respect be 
stands as a distinguished, rep- 
resentative figure in a tradition 
of British “Wue-book” social sci- 
ence which has its origins in the 
great reform movements of 
19th-century social policy. 

Self-regulation in the fields 
of advertising and the press 
were, taken together, the sec- 
ond of McGregor's abiding in- 
terests. He was a doughty and 
indefatigable defender of press 


fceedom. After the death of Sir 

MonisIteinl975hew®^- 

pointed Chairman of theKoy- 
al Commission on the Pressu 
The Commisaon's Report of 
1977 set out an authoritative 
statement of the institutional 
preconditions for freedom of 

the press, including the reform 
of the then Press Council. From 

1977 onwards, he served as 
Chairman of Reuter s 
Founders’ Share Company and 

ini 990 he was appointed as the 

first Chairman of the Press 
Complaints Commission, 

The Report of the Royal 
Commission otj the Press had 
emphasised the close institu- 
tional and financial connexions 
between newspapers and the 
advertising industry. McGre- 
gor’s involvement in tbe 
manag eme nt of advertising fol- 
lowed logically from his com- 
mitment to the principles of 
freedom and self-regulation of 
the press in commercial activ- 
ity. During bis ten years of out- 
standing service as Chairman of 
the Advertising Standards Au- 
thority from I960 to 1990 he 
played a bey role in the revision 
of that industry’s codes of prac- 
tice in protecting the public in- 
terest and in dealing with 
complaints. 

By this time his achieve- 
ments were already recognised 
is his election to an Honorary 
Fellowship at the USE in 1977 
and the conferment of an hon- 
orary degree by Bristol Univer- 
sity in 1986. In 1978 he was 
created a Labour life peer, and 
he subsequently served in tbe 
House of Lords as an active re- 
forming cross-bencher. 

McGregor's three years as 
Chairman of the Press Cbm- 
plaints Commission were, at 
times, fraught with controversy. 


The Ctomniissidn was ro^d by 

- _ nrcssrev- 


a senes ui / „ 

efations about thepnvatehves ^ 

of the the Prince and Pnneess r - 

of TVhles, culminating intbe the 

publication of Andrew Mor- >? 

Jon’s book on Princess Diana. r V; 

Tbe future of self-reguIatiOT was ; 

very mudi in doubt. It is easy -£ 

now to look back with the ben- % 

efit of hindsight and pomt to '• 
some tactical errors of judge- - 
ment on the Commission’s part 
Nevertheless on the key issues -:-r 

of principle and strategy Me- 
Gxegpr got it right He ensured • ■_ 
that the industry wrote; en- *. 
domed and gave total support £ 
to a code of practice that .the 
Commission a dminis tered. He *■* 

steered • the Commission ^ 

through its hazardous early z 

years and restored the credi- y 

bility of press self-regulation. ■ 

The newspaper industry owes 
him an incalculable debt 

The best epitaph to this re- > 
markable man is that, in his death •; 

as in he life, it is impossible to 
imaeine him ever resting in 

^ ... - j .• . 


& i • 


a restless, inquisitive and highly 
original mind. His command of 
19 th-centuiy social history and 
understanding of legal process r 

were memorably impressive. He 
loved the cut and thrust of aca- 
demic and political argument 
His conversation sparkled with -• . 

anecdote and wit His friendship 
was staunch and his many dis- 
creet acts of kindness and con- x 
sideration wffl be. remembered f- 

by all who cared for him. 

In bis last few years, with the 
constant and loving support of ,y 

his wife. Nett, Oliver McGregor 
stoically battled against en- - - 

cro aching ill-health. Ibgetber .. 

with their three sons they were 
a great family partnership. 

- Robert Pffjker 


in Los Angeles where they 
formed a trio. 

Whilst with Baker Smith 
also took on freelance jobs, and 
one of them in 1954 gave him 
the opportunity to record with 
Clifford Brown, one of the 
most gifted of all tbe jazz trum- 
peters. Less than a year later 
Brown was killed in a car acci- 
dent at the age of 25. Smith also 
recorded with Charlie Parker 
and played with Billie Holiday 
in her Carnegie Hall concert of 
1956. Smith was particularly 
proud of an album which he 
recorded with Harpo Marx 
during this period. 

Chico Hamilton had been 
the original drummer in Mul- 
ligan's quartet and in 1955 he 
asked Carson Smith to join his 
extraordinaxy and radical quin- 
tet Mulligan had started a 
fashion for what might be de- 
scribed as chamber music jazz, 
and Hamilton followed it up 
with a vengeance. His quintet 
consisted of a flautist who dou- 
bled on saxophone, cello, gui- 
tar, doable bass and drums. The 
music lacked the cutting edge 
of most jazz, but this gave it an 


appeal to listeners to classical 
music. Fred Katz was a con- 
ventional cellist and a key mem- 
ber of the group with whom 
. Smith worked very dosely. The 
gentle music which resulted 
didn’t have the success that 
MulKgan's had had, but none the 
less it became very popular and 
the band recorded the sound- 
track music for the film The 
Sweet SmeQ of Success (1957). 

Smith left Hamilton the 
same year to freelance in Los 
Angeles, although he returned 
to the quintet on occasion and 
recorded with it in 1959. That 
same year he toured and 
recorded with Stan Kenton 
Orchestra, and then joined 
Charlie Barnet’s band. 

In 1962 Smith moved to Las 
Vegas, where the casinos were 
providing plentiful work for 
jazz musicians. He joined the 
sextet led by the trumpeter 
Charlie Tfeagarden at the Silver 
Slip per, which also included 
the eminent trombonist Bill 
Harris. The band recorded in 
1962 and in 1963 made an al- 
bum with the vibraphone play- 
er Lionel Hampton, who was 


working at a nearby casino. 

In 1964, after touring Japan 
with - the George Auld Orches- 
tra, Caison Smith was reunit- 
ed with Gerry Mulligan for a 
concert at the Hollywood Bowl 
After working with small 
groups for almost 20 years 
Buddy Rich relaunched his big 
band, tagged the Swingjn’ New 
Band, in September 1966. 
Smith was the bassist and 
played on Che remarkable first 
album which the band record- 
ed live at tbe Chez Dub in Hol- 
lywood. The album recharged 
Rich's career but Smith soon re- 
turned to freelancing. 

Caison Smith bad taken up 
the bass in junior high school 
when he was 13. His time and 
choice of notes marked him as 
a great player and by tbe time 
of his heyday in the Fifties he 
was one of the best soloists on 
the instrument But he was 
also notable for his sena five ac- 
companiment work and was a 
master of the "walking” bass 
style. He continued to freelance 
in Las Vegas until shortly be- 
fore he died 

- Steve Voce 
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A master of the ‘walking’ bass style; Smith (right) with 
Gerry Mulligan in the Gerry Mulligan Quartet 


LAW REPORT: 12 November 1997 


Particular social group not created by employment 


The expression “particular 
social group” in article f A(2) 
of the Geneva Convention on 
the status of refugees did not 
ordinarily cover a body of 
people linked only by the 
work which they did. 

Secretary of Stare for the Heme 
Department v Ouanes; Court of 
Appeal (Lord Justice Hothouse, 

Lord justice PiO ant) Lord justice 
Mummery) 7 November 1977 


ists who were opposed to 
contraception. 


Home Secretary; Charles Bloomer 
(Davis Blank Furniss, Manchester) for 
the respondent 


The Court of Appeal allowed 
the Home Secretary's appeal 
against a determination of the 
Immigration Appeal Tribunal 
that Mrs Hafca Ouanes, an Al- 
gerian citizen, qualified for 
asylum because she had well 
founded fear of persecution if 
she were returned to Algeria 
because of her membership of 
a particular social group, with- 
in the terns of article 1A(2) of 
the 1951 Geneva Convention 
on the status of refugees. 

The respondent was em- 
pkryed by the Algerian Mmfctiy 
of Health as a midwife, part of 
her duties being to advise 
about contraception. She 
claimed to be in danger from 
Islamic fundamentalist terror- 


Lord Justice PHI said that the 
Immigration Appeal Tribunal 
had, in effect, found the re- 
spondent to be a member of a 
particular social group within 
the meaning of article lA(2)of 
the Geneva Convention, and 
that the group was to be de- 
fined by reference to the duties 
which each of them had to per- 
form on behalf of their em- 
ployer. One of those duties, 
which was essential to contin- 
ued employment as a midwife, 
was to provide advice on con- 
traception. The well founded 
fear of persecution arose be- 
cause the Islamic fundamen- 
talists were opposed to that 
duty being performed, and 
the authorities were unable to 
provide protection for the 
respondent. 

It bad been submitted for 
the Home Secretary that the 
expression "particular social 
group” did not cover groups of 


employees sharing a common 
employer, or a common em- 
ployment, or both in combi- 
nation. In Secretary of State for 
the Home Department v 
Savchenkov [1996] Imm App R 
28, counsel had put forward the 
proposition that the other Con- 
vention reasons (race, reli- 
gion, nationality and political 
opinion) reflected a dvfl or po- 
litical status, and that "mem- 
bership of a particular social 
group” should be interpreted 
efusdem generis. 

In ft v Secretary of State for 
the Home Department, ex p 
Shah (unreported, 23 July 
1997), a revised formulation of 
that proposition had been 
adopted, ie: 

tbe Convention emphasises that 
the groqp tmisl be a “particular" and 
"sotiaT group. This means that the 
members of tbe group share some- 
thing which unites them, and which 
seta them apart from the rest of so- 
ciety and is recognised as such by so- 
ciety generally. 


The main point at issue in 
exp Shah was the degree of co- 
hesiveness required for a par- 
ticular social group to exist, and 
a proposition was required to 
deal with that question. That 


was not the critical factor in the 
present case. The people in the 
present case did have common 
interests which were identifi- 
able, and by reason of their du- 
ties would be regarded as a 
distinct group for the purpos- 
es of employment. The issue 
was whether identity of inter- 
est in employment was suffi- 
cient to constitute a particular 
social group within article 
1A(2). 

While the proposition 
might have been stated too nar- 
rowly or in too condensed a 
form in Savchenko, the efusdem 
generis principle did appear to 
have a part to play in the pre- 
sent concert. That principle was 
not a rigid rule but an aid to 
construction, and the suhstance 
of the links required to con- 
stitute people as a "particular 
social group"* must be consid- 
ered in the context of the Con- 
vention and article 1 A(2). 

The Convention, as its pre- 
-ti.ie recited, was concerned 
with fundamental rights and 
freedoms. Whilst the “right to 
wan. ' appeared as such a right 
m article 23 of the Universal 
‘..iHai-ition of Human Rights 


1948, it did not readily convert 
into a right of asylum for in- 
ability to do a specific job. The 
characteristic that defined the 
particular social group must, in 
situations such as the present, 
be one that the members 
should not be required to 
change because it was funda- 
mental to their individual iden- 
tities or conscience. Such a 
group must be one “whose 
members voluntarily associate 
for reasons so fundamental to 
their human dignity that they 
should not be forced to forsake : 
the association" (see Wardv At- 
torney General of Canada, 
H993] 2 RCS 689). 

Shared duties in midwifeiy 
did not come within that prin- 
ciple. The expression “partio-- 
ufer social group" did not 
ordinarily cover a body of peo- 
ple linked only by the work they 
^ common employment 
did not ordinarily have that nn- 
pact upon individual identities 
or conscience which was nec- 
^ssaiy to constitute a particu- 
lar social group within the; . 
j®* 3 ™ 1 ® of the Convention. . 
The appeal would ae allowed. 

-Kate OT-fanton, Barrister 
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Allied considers 
spirits demerger to 
counter Diageo t 


i- *> 






Allied Domecq reacted 
yesterday to the threat 
from newly formed 
spirits giant Diageo by 
saying it was considering 
alliances with other 
drinks companies and 
might break itself up if it 
would help forge a deal. 
Tom Stevenson, Financial 
Editor, heard the 
Beefeater gin to Dunkin’ 
Donuts group’s plans. 


Sir Christopher Hogg, who 
joined Allied Domecq as chair- 
man IS months ago, said the 
retailing and spirits group was 
actively considering all its op- 
tions, including the break-up it 
rejected only last year. The 
recently announced merger of 
Grand Metropolitan and 
Guinness to form Diageo had 
changed the trading landscape 
for Allied, he said, and made the 
need for a tie-up with another 
spirits company more pressing. 

Speculation about an al- 
liance with Seagram has swirled 
around the struggling group 
ever since Guinness and Grand- 
Met joined forces to create a 


group with more than twice 
Allied's sales. Analysts believe 
the group has no option other 
than finding a strong partner to 
enable it to compete with Dia- 
geo’s massive marketing mus- 
cle and global brands. 

Diageo will have sales fol- 
lowing the merger of 108 mil- 
lion cases a year, more than 
twice Allied’s 47 mfliion. Sea- 
gram, the third group, sells 41 
million, with no other group 
reaching 30 mfliion cases. 

Sir Christopher said yester- 
day that a demerger of the 
Spirits side horn Allied's smaller 
pubs and fast-food franchising 
operations was not a necessary 
precursor to an alliance, but he 
admitted that it might be a “fa- 
cilitator*'- He hinted at Allied’s 
increasing warmth towards the 
idea of a demerger by saying: 
“the issue is more a matter of 
pragmatism than of principle’'. 

Another development likely 
to encourage Allied to entertain 
a demerger is the expected abo- 
lition of advance corporation tax 
(ACT), which has so far acted 
as a serious disincentive to split- 
ting the group up. Because Al- 
lied's spirits profits are largely 
made overseas, the group needs 
sizeable UK profits against 
which to offset its overseas tax 


bflL Aiy abofidon of ACT 
would ehmmate£hatproblenL 

Allied’s strategic options 
were outlined yesteniay as the 
group announced better-than- 
expected results for the year to 
August Profits before tax rose 
6 per cent to £607ny while a low- 
er tax charge boosted earnings 
per share by 18 per cent to 39-lp. 
Sir Christopher said foe results 
madasd a “turning pomt" for the 
group, which has underper- 
formed the market and the rest 
of the sector for many years. 

The realisation t hat thing* 
need to change is long overdue 


. 




frustrated investors. Hie com- 
pany’s shares have underper- 
formed the market by 60 per 
cent over the past five years, 
trailing even its str uggling peers 

by 30 per cent over that period. 
Yesterday they closed 27p 
higher at 508p as analysts fo- 
cused on the mooted changes. 

In keeping with its peers 
Allied has suffered from flat 
demand around the world for 
spirits but it is also perceived to 
have a worse portfolio of drinks 
than its main rivals and to have 
been poorer managed. 

Analysts increased forecasts 
for the carrent year after foe re- 
sults announcement but said the 


Thinking about drinks affiances Tony Hales, AlOed Domecq’s chief exec u tive (left), and Sr Christopher Hogg, chairman 


Photograph: Rui Zavier 


numbers were less important 
than yesterday’s messages about 
the future direction of the 
group and its management. 

Sir Christopher gave his 
backing to the company's chief 


executive, Ibny Hales, and the 
finance director, Tony Trigg, 
who have come under mount- 
ing pressure from investors as 
the performance of Allied has 
lagged its rivals. Both are re- 


turning to their head office 
roles. 

At constant exchange rates, 
the spirits arm, which includes 
Baflaatmes whisky. Beefeater 
gin and Kahlua among its 


brands, saw profits rise 6 per 
cent last year. Margins rose 
from 15.5 to 163 per cent Af- 
ter a £2 9m hit from sterling, 
trading profits fell 1 per oent to 
£414m, two thirds of the totaL 


In retailing, where brands in- 
clude Victoria Wine, Firkin 
pubs and the Baskin Robbins 
and Dunkin’ Donuts franchises, 
profits rose 5 percent to £2 3 2 m . 

Outlook, page 25 


Bank expected to raise rates again 
after inflation reaches two-year high 


Beckett hints at plans to tighten corporate governance 


As one mortgage lender reacted 
yesterday to last week’s rise in 
interest rates, disappointing 
inflation figures brought 
warnings that the Bank of 
England would have to get even 
tougher. Diane Coyle and Mkhad 
Harrison report on the prospect of 
further increases in the cost of 
borrowing. 


Headline inflation climbed to a two-year 
high last month, and the underlying mea- 
sure moved further away from the Gov- 
ernment's target, according to new figures 
published on the eve of the Bank of Eng- 
land's quarterly Inflation Report. Most 
City commentators predicted that the 
Bank’s Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC) will raise interest rates again to be 
sure of squeezing the economy enough to 
bring inflation back on course. 

One leading economist warned 
business leaders gathered for the Con- 
federation of British Industry’s conference 
that the cost of borrowing might have to 
go as high as 8 per cent to choke off in- 
flationary pressures. Gavyn Davies, chief 
international economist at Goldman 
Sachs, said there was no evidence that foe 
breakneck economic growth was slowing. 


that capacity utilisation was rising and skills 
shortages were spreading. 

“I conclude from all this that the 
Bank was right to raise base rates last 
Thursday and that there is a strong case 
for further increases in base rates over the 
next six months," he said. 

He was joined by other experts reacting 
to yesterday’s disappointing figures. David 
Bloom of James Capel said: “The MPC 
will have little choice but to continue on 
a course of interest rate tightening.*’ 

At the CBI conference, the Prime Min- 
ister defended last week's quarter-pamt rise 
in base rates. Speaking via video link. Ibny 
Blair said he knew it was hard to have in- 
terest rate rises and consequent pressure 
on the pound. But Ik added: “Better co have 
interest rate rises now- stiD at 725 per cent 
- than to go back to the early Nineties when 
they were at 15 per cent for a year." 

Retail price inflation rose to 3.7 percent 
last month, its highest since September 
1995. With the September and October 
headline rates the most commonly used 
as a basis for pay claims in the ail-impor- 
tant January round, analysis expressed con- 
cern that inflation approaching 4 per cent 
could lead to significantly higher pay set- 
tlements next year. 

Figures due today on unemployment 
and average earnings will be eagerly scru- 
tinised for any signs that the tight jobs mar- 
ket is already causing wage pressures. 


The underlying measure of inflation, 
enduding mortgage interest payments, rose 
to 2.7 per cent in October, moving farther 
away from its Z5 per cent target 

The last round of mortgage increases 
explained part of the rise in the headline 
inflation rate. The housing component of 
the RPI was up 92. per cent in the year 
to October. But other prices, included 
within the target measure, picked up 
too. Food prices accounted for much of 
the increase, with vegetables such as 
mushrooms and cauliflowers up in price 
due to the weather. In addition, the 
prices of a range of services continued to 
accelerate. If the reflated utilities prices 
are excluded, inflation in the service sec- 
torwas 43 per cent compared with 3.1 per 
cent in the same month last year. 

Adair Thrner, the director-general of 
the CBI, said he was convinced the actions 
being taken by the Government were the 
correct ones to ensure long-term economic 
stability. But the CSI stuck by its view that 
interest rates below 73 per cent were high 
enough to keep within the inflation target 
However, foe weight of opinion, even 
among those who think it would be un- 
necessary, pointed towards further rate 
rises in the new year. This helped the 
pound rise yesterday, although sterling had 
already been boqsted by a weak yen. It 
ended around two pfennigs higher at 
DM2.91. and the sterling index climbed 


The Government yesterday 
dropped a heavy hint that it 
planned tougher corporate gov- 
ernance rules, going beyond the 
reconanendationsof foe Ham- 
pel Committee. Margaret Beck- 
ett, President of the Board of 

Trade, said there was a view Chat 
the draft report published by Sir 
Ronnie Hampel, the chairman 
ofICI, “wasn’t sufficiently strong 


in some respects" and tbatmea- 
su r eswere n ecessary to toughen 
and widen its remit. 

Addressing foe Confedera- 
tion of British Industry’s annual 
conf ere nc e m Birmingham. Mrs 
Beckett said: “We want forms of 
governance and company law 
that encourage companies to in- 
vest and grow -to take the long- 
term strategic view and a broad 


view of their obligations. They 
should also ensure openness 
and accountability not least in 
the relationship between share- 
holders and managers." 

Advisers later played down 
suggestions that foe Govern- 
ment was poised to legislate to 
oblige companies to invest 
more. But it was made dear that 
new statutory obligations, giv- 


ing shareholders more power £ 
were under consideration. . • I®* 
Mrs Beckett also took 
British industry to task for its . 
poor performance in compari- 
son to competitor nations. She 
said that companies had to . ' 
benchmark their performance - 
against the best in foe world, 
not just the best in foe UK. 

- Michael Harrison 


Bupa set to make 
£240m cash bid 
for Care First 
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Bupa, the medical 
insurance giant, is today 
expected to launch a 
cash bid for Care First, 
the troubled nursing 
home company. A bid, 
likely to be pitched at 
around £240 m, will come 
as a relief to Care First's 
long-suffering investors, 
reports Someena Ahmad. 


Building societies pour scorn on Abbey 
National for pushing up mortgage rate 


Mutual building societies 
yesterday attacked Abbey 
National for raising its mortgage 
rate by 0.25 of a percentage 
point. Nationwide, the largest 
remaining mutual society, 
questioned whether Abbey still 
wanted new mortgage business. 
Andrew Verity reports. 


Mortgage rates 

-% 
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• Abbey 
National 


• Nationwide 


The debate over foe benefits of mutuality 
was re-ignited yesterday when Nationwide 

said Abbey’s decision to boost hs standard 
variable rate to 8.7 per cent “makes one 
wander whether they are serious about 
doing any new business”. 

Abbey’s increase in foe cost of bor- 
rowing is in line with the interest rate rise 
announced last week by the Bank of Eng- 
land. Halifax, which recently converted to 
a bank, said it was likely to take a decision 
on whether to follow the rise within a week. 

The rise by Abbey prompted mutual 
building societies to mock the new banks 
for failing to give customers foe best value 
on mortgages. In Abbey National's case. 
1.6 million customers will see mortgage 
repayments rise. 

A spokesman for Nationwide said: 
“Compared with our rate of 8.1 per cent, 
they are now 60 basis points higher. They 
can only be hitting their easting borrowers 
who may well be tied in to their mortgages. 


AMJ JASON DJ FMAMJ JASON 
1986 1997 


“We are very sad that the Abbey have 
fad tty put thair rates up and are concerned 
for all mortgage holders.” 

Nationwide said that it bad loaned' 

£l.lbn over the Iasi ris months. That com- 
pared with just £100m by Abbey National, 
which is 1 1 -times its size. 

Both Nationwide and Bradford & 
Bingley have issued a challenge to other 
lenders to keep their rates down as low 
as the mutuals. Bradford & Bingley, 
which has a variable rate of 7-95 percent, 
committed itself last Thursday to leaving 
mortgage rates unchanged until at least 
the end of January 1998. 


Abbey and Halifax both hit back at the 
remarks. Andrew Pople, retail ma n agin g 
director at Abbey, said: “During the 
course of the year. Abbey National has 
consistently passed on the benefit of base 
rate rises to savers, who outnumber 
borrowers by 7 to 1- We see no reason to 
change our approach on this occasion." 

Abbey National said the changes would 
mean an extra £3.10 a week to the aver- 
age borrower with a repayment mortgage. 
However, it has not yet announced new 
rates for savers, which it said would be an- 
nounced shortly. A spokesman played 
down comparisons based on the variable 
rate, saying 60 per cent of all hew mort- 
gages were now fixed-rate mortgages. 

A Halifax spokesman said: “Wc won’t 
be making any announcement today, 
though now Abbey las moved it has altered 
foe whole market. Any pressure for rate 
rises is coming from the savings side --from 

supermarkets and insurance companies." 

Abbey’s rae means that its average mort- 
gage holder has seen repayments rise by 
123 percent since the general election in 
May. Fbr a repayment mortgage of 150,000 
borrowed over 25 years, monthly repay- 
meals were £339.60 before tbc election. Five 
interest rate rises later, the same borrow- 
er is paying £331.30. The across-the-board 
rise of 0.25 of a percentage point will af- 
fect larger mortgages more dramatically. 
For a 25-year repayment mortgage of 
£125,000, repayments have risen by I2.7per 
cent since May, from £881 £7 to £993.69. 


Bupa and Care First were last 
night locked in tense negotia- 
tions over foe price of a 
takeover bid by foe unquoted 
medical insurance company. 
According to industry sources, 
Bopa has offered 150pcash for 
each Care First share, valuing 
the company at £240 .5m. 
However, Keith Bradshaw. 
Care First’s controversial 
founder and chairman, has been 
asking for nearer 170p a share. 

Bupa is understood to be 
ready to mount a hostile offer, 
likely to be today, if it cannot 
get agreement from foe Care 
Fust board. It is not yet dear 
whether Mr Bradshaw, who 
was pressured to resign by in- 
stitutions for driving out the 
company’s chief executive, Chai 
Patel, in August, will take a 
position on Bupa’s board. It is 
believed that Mr Bradshaw has 
not made such an appointment 
a condition of an agreed deal. 

A bid at 150p would net Mr 
Bradshaw, who owns more than 
7 percent ofCare First’s shares, 
some £18m. A bid at this level 
would represent a 6 per cent 
premium to Care First’s dosing 
price of 14 Up yesterday, un- 
changed on the day. However, 
since Care Fust announced in 
late October that it was in talks 
which could lead to a bid, its 
shares have jumped from a 
96-5p, five-year low, to reach 
146p at one stage, though still 
well off the group’s five-year 
high of 2S9p, struck at the end 
Of 1993. 


Schrodecs is advising Bupa 
while Care jPust is being advised 
by SBC Wuburg Dfllion Read. 
Bupa’s intention to make a bid 
for Care First was first revealed 
by The Independent at the end 
of October. A spokesman for 
Bupa last night refused to com- 
ment, saying be would not spec- 
ulate on rumours. 

Buying Care First would 
add 135 nursing homes to 
Bupa’s existing 76 homes, 
making it one of the UK's lead- 
ing providers of integrated 
healthcare. Bupa has been ag- 
gressively buying up nursing 
home companies in foe last 
year. In August it paid £76m to 
buy Goldsborough Healthcare 
which owns 32 nursing homes 
and sir private hospitals. 
Graham Smith, formerly chief 
executive of Goldsborough, is 
managing director of Bupa’s 
nursing homes business and 
may run the Care First 
portfolio. 

Care First, under foe fead- 
ershipof Mr Bradshaw, has bad 
a turbulent history. Mr 
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Bradshaw was criticised for 
growing foe company, initially 
called Takare before it merged 
with Mr Patel’s Cou rt 
Cavendish company last year, 
too quickly. 

The company has also been 
criticised for overspending on 
building low-quality homes, 
without, for example, eosuire 
toilets. Care First's over- 
expansion hit occupancy levels 
at foe homes when fending 
pressures on local authorities 
increased in foe mid 1990’s, 
forcing the company to reverse 
its strategy. 

Mr Raiel was brought in to 
ran the newly merged company 
on the expectation that Mr 
Bradshaw would retire. How- 
ever, Mr Bradshaw made it 
dear he wanted to keep bold of 
the reins, and Mr Patel found 
it increasingly difficult to work 
with him, resigning last August 
Since then Mr Bradshaw has 
been under pressure to resign. 


HAIN PRICE CHANGES 

MW «Ck«« Falls 


• r„. 

Sits* : . 


Il 11 Ml l 1 ffi id 


™ ttpiw *a» 

_____ BBgj Sun 547.D0 -24.110 -4^) 

mm — H ? ^ i5aoo_-6 Wi: 

2450 3.91 Commercial Un 800 


u_ 




CUR RENCIES 





— - 7065 +T 03c l Sterling 0.5ren~~ Sir 

gjbgL & 8212 +&69M 7-4678 D-Martc l.TtPn 

M ... J13.57 +W.13 183.31 Msn 125.7(1 iV 

Etnta 102.70 -020 90.50 SMB 104.90 TqJq 


OTHER I N D I CA T OR s 


ta*r a. trio. f.' : > 

— ak&__uMT30K7 — ST 

319:75 0.85 382.65 RPi 1M 37 “ i, T* 

smi w ,, t§ ■*; 

www.bloomberg.com Iwrce; UtoombeTg -V'- 

1: ’5- 


frj ft i> (So 








( 













25/BUSINESS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 
12 NOVEMBER 1997 






OUTLOOK 


ON THE LIKELIHOOD 
OF RECESSION IN 
THE US AND THE 
OPTIONS FOR 
ALLIED DOMECCU 


World-wide deflation: is it fact or fiction? 


The threat of global deflation -ala 1930s 
~ has suddenly become the fashionable 
thing to worry and talk about at City lunch 
tables. Is this just a passing fad, a bit like 
the new economic paradigm of a few 
munths back (whatever happened to that 
theory?) and more an alarraisL symptom 
of the present wave of stock market tur- 
bulence than anything else, or should wc 
be genuinely concerned? 

For stock market bears, the theory has 
become a very handy way of re-justifying 
their stance. In recent times stock, mar- 
ket corrections or bear markets have gen- 
erally been caused, at least in the Western 
world, by deteriorating liquidity as cen- 
tral banks raise interest rates to combat 
inflation. Plainly there's a bit of that going 
on in Britain right now. After yesterday's 
clutch of economic indicators, it rather 
looks as if last week’s quarter point on in- 
terest rates won’t be the last Even so, this 
hardly justifies the present bout of jitters. 
Inflation is still m abeyance in most of 
Europe and North America. 

Instead, the turbulence in Western mar- 
kets has been caused by the opposite thing 
- the fear of deflation. The contagion bas 
spread, moreover, not from Wall Street into 
the rest of the world, as it usually does, but 
from the Far East, from the developing 
fbcific Rim economies into Japan and then 
into the US and Europe. One feature of 
this phenomenon has been a tendency for 
bond and equity markets to decouple, for 
bond prices to rise even as equities are 
failing, much as they have done in Japan 
since the slock market bubble burst at the 


end of the 1980s. This is highly unusual, 
for the two normally track each other, and 
a dear indication of deflationary forces at 
work, the argument runs. 

Taking the real economy, the deflation 
theory works like this. The crisis in the 
Pacific Rim economies may not be of crit- 
ical importance to the US and Europe, but 
it is to Japan, half of whose exports go to 
Asia. Here there’s a double whammy for 
Japan's already weakened economy. No- 
body win be buying on past levels and even 
if they were, Japan's competitiveness has 
been severely undermined by currency de- 
valuation in the region. Wbat’s more, the 
consequence of excessive investment in the 
region is overcapacity and too many 
goods looking for a market. 

Still reeling from the after effects of 
Japan's own speculative stock market and 
property bubble, Japanese banks now have 
a whole new raft of bad loans to come to 
terms with. No wonder Barton Biggs, Mor- 
gan Stanley’s stock market guru, isadvisng 
clients to quit waiting for a recovery, cut 
their losses and bail out of Tbkyo. 

With no Asian market to turn to, 
Japanese companies and their counterparts 
in the region will fix their efforts on the 
one big growth market left the US. lo the 
words of Andrew Smi there, of die London 
based investment boutique Smith ers & Co, 
“a weak yen would be part of the gener- 
al devaluation of Asian currencies and 
would exacerbate the growing disparity in 
the US between the rise in costs of labour 
and services and the price of traded 
goods. This would pose a major threat to 


the profits and cash flow of US corpora- 
tions." A fall in the yen thus becomes the 
trigger for a further frill on Wall Street. In 
a worst case scenario, there's a trade war, 
pressure for protectionism, and, hey ho, 
it’s the 1930s all over again. 

Compelling isn't il? But actually rather 
unlikely, at least in this form. Here's the 
other side of the coin. World capacity and 
output have not been growing at an un- 
usually fast pace; investment spending is 
at around, or below, its long-run average 
relative to OECD and world GDR although 
it is at a cyclical peak in the US. There are 
gluts and falling prices -but only in a hand- 
ful of commodities, in particular in semi- 
conductors, steel, possibly chemicals and 
cars. Because they are high-profile they ex- 
ercise a tyranny over popular thinking. 

Although some OECD countries have 
high unemployment, this is structuraL 
Others- the US, UK. and the Netherlands 
- have unemployment rates at 20 or 25-year 
laws: wages arc rising faster than inflation 
acres most of the OECD. The Asian slow- 
down will affect the rest of the world: but 
world GDP growth is still expected to be 3- 
4 per cent, well above the post-war trend. 
Asian growth forecasts have been cut from 
8 percent plus to 6 percent, or about 4pcr 
cent excluding China - still not a slump. 

Commodity prices, the bottom of the 
price chain, are not falling. Outside 
Japan, real interest rates are relatively 
high; if there were any evidence at all of 
a troubling economic slowdown, centra) 
banks could easily tackle it by cutting in- 
terest rates. This is not to argue for com- 


placency. The repercussions of the Asian 
crisis are still far from dear, and it does 
seem highly likely there win be real eco- 
nomic tiarnay both to Japan and the US, 
But that it will cause a dump, or even a 
recession in the US looks at this stage 
rather improbable. A reduction in US eco- 
nomic growth? Certainly. An end to Will 
Street’s bull market? Vfcry probably. A big 
Wall Street correction? Possibly- But 
worldwide deflation? Mnmun. 

Allied may have 
to file for divorce 

Tony (just call me Teflon) Hales and his 
boss for the past 18 months at Allied 
Domecq, Sir Christopher Hogg, were in 
surprisingly chipper form ycsterriay-Their 
mood may have been lifted by the unfa- 
miliar experience of announcing better 
than expected profits. They must have 
been cheered too by seeing Allied’s share 
price rise in response to the broadest of 
hints that the company in hs present form 
is destined for the history books. 

The market’s desire for change is un- 
derstandable. You would have to look 
pretty bard to find a worse corporate per- 
formance than Allied Domecq’s over the 
past five years, a period in which profits 
have stagnated, shareholders' funds have 
dwindled by a fifth and the share price, 
down 20 per cent in absolute terms, has 
underperformed the test of the market by 
more than 50 per cent. 

It is quite some indictment of one of 


Britain's biggest companies that its man- 
agement ran stand up and boast that hs 
return on capital is now marginally ahead 
of its cost. Let’s face it, this is hardly fling- 
your- hat- in-the-air good news. 

Sir Christopher none the less managed 
to call it a turning point yesterday, even if 
be did look uncomfortably like a man wbo 
could think of better ways to wind up a pre- 
viously successful career. For someone wbo 
created so much shareholder value by 
breaking up Courtauids and who has 
overseen the rise and rise of Reuters, the 
shilly -shallying twer what to do with Allied 
has left him looking tired and out of touch. 

Despite the fanfare, yesterday’s figures 
were nothing very special. Strip out the 
£47m benefit of unwinding an un- 
favourable beer supply agreement with 
Carls be Tetley and underlying profits 
were down a bh in spirits, up a bit in pubs. 
Scratch the surface and this is still a group 
going steadily sideways. 

But the figures are a sideshow. Mote im- 
portant yesterday was the tacit admission 
that the merger of Guinness and GrandMet 
to form Diageo means Allied can no longer 
afford to sit around hoping everything 
turns out all right in the end Allied may sell 
more hard booze than anyone other than 
Diageo, but its brands are second division 
and its claimed global spread is so much wish- 
ful thinking. If it s to stand a chance of com- 
peting with its new rival it needs to find a 
partner and quickly. Demerging may in it- 
self do nothing for shareholders, but if a 
quid: divorce is the only way to get some- 
one else up the aisle, so be it. 



Optimism in Japan gives way 
to fears of a market collapse 
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Is Japan about to sink 
into a fresh deflationary 
spiral, with catastrophic 
consequences for the 
world economy? Barton 
Biggs, Morgan Stanley’s 
legendary stock market 
guru, Is advising clients 
not to wait any longer 
for that elusive recovery 
in the Tokyo market and 
cut their losses. Richard 
Lloyd Parry assesses Japan’s 
growing economic ills 
and finch that remedies 
are in short supply* 

"lb racial foreign observers, 
the popular notion that Japan 
is on the verge of a recesson has 
often seemed a laughable one. 
For all the genuine gloom here, 
and for all the big changes that 
are taking place within the 
Japanese economy. Tbkyo stifl 
looks, smells and feels like one 
of the richest and most confi- 
dent cities in the world- 
. AH over theeaptal, bufldfog? 
are tom down and thrown up 
a gain in an endless orgy of 
construction; in the streets im- 
maculate teenagers still chitcb 

SOOhandbags. At 3J percent, 

unempl oyme nt is stifl the low- 
est in the industrialised world, 

and growth last year was the 
highest ance 1991. 

_ t Since the bursting <" 
feubble economy m the earfy 
1990s, Japan’s re-entry into the 
real world has brought relative 


hardship- but to any European 
who lived through the eco- 
nomic slumps of the 1970s and 
1980s, the self-pity which has en- 
veloped Japan for the last two 
years has looked very like the 
sulk of a spoiled brat which bad 
its own way for too long. 

Even if the pace does not ■ 
satisfy everyone, the govern- 
ment of Ryutaro Hasbimoto 
has at least begun the job of re- 
forming Japan’s financial in- 
stitutions and exposing them to 
much-needed competition. The 
country's banks have gone a 
long way to writing off the bad 
debts left over from the collapse 
of the bubble. 

Last spring, the govern- 
ment's cleverest economist, 
Eisuke Sakakibara, put it into 
words when he spoke of the 
country’s ‘•irrational negative 
exuberance", and for a brief few 
weeks, Japan began cautiously 
to chirp up a Uztle. Half a year 
later, that delicate dew of in- 
cipient confidence has evapo- 
rated completely, in the beat of 
a stiflingly dramatic summer. 

grave optimism has given 
way to almost unanimous pes- 
simBan in Tokyo: the question 
is no longer when the long- 
awaited recovery will get under 
way, but whether the stock 
market can pull itself out of a 
downward spiral which could 

have grave consequences far be- 
yond Japan. After years of 
waiting for a rebound in the 
Tokyo stock market, many 
foreign investors are puig up 
on the country and ordering big 
reductions in their exposure. 


The crisis has been precip- 
itated by the wave of currency 
devaluations which swept 
through South-east Asia this 
summer, beginning in Thailand 
and spreading quickly to the 
Philippines, Malaysia, Indone- 
sia and now South Korea. 

The currency drama is tak- 
ing its tofl on Japan in two ways. 
For a start, there is renewed 
pressure on Japanese banks, 
whose Asian creditors suddenly 
find the cost of their yen- 
denominated loans soaring. 
And secondly, the country's 
exports are suddenly extremely 
expensive in countries where 
spending, both corporate and 
consumer, is being cut back 
anyway. 

Some 46 per cent erf Japan’s 
exports go to Asia, and two- 
thirds of these are demand-sen- 
sitive goods. As their currencies 
have plummeted in value, 
Asians have less money to 
spend all round, and less inch- 
nation than ever to spend it on 
imported goods. South Korea, 
for instance, accounts for 7.1 
per cent of Japan’s exports: for 
every 1 per cent decline in Ko- 
rean GDP, the amount of 
Japanese goods the county im- 
ports drops by more than 3 per 
cent 

According to Jesper KoIL 
chief economist of JP Morgan 
Securities in Tokyo, the decline 
is Asian growth will cut Japan's 
exports by 7 per cent in the 
coming year. Reduced exports 
will lead to reduced production, 
lower corporate earnings and 
then to reduced wages, over- 


time and finally reduced em- 
ployment levels. 

And if the fortunes of 
Japan's exporters are uniquely 
tied up with Asia, so are those 
of its banks. In Thailand, for in- 
stance, American banks have 
lent S5bn (£3bn) to creditors 
whose repayments are sud- 
denly 40 per cent more expen- 
sive than they were six months 
ago. For Japanese banks; how- 
ever, the equivalent figure is 
$37bn. 

The continuing wobbliness of 
the Japanese banking system, 
despite genuine efforts to write > 
off and clear up the remaining 
bad loans of the bubble period, 
was emphasteed last week with 
persistent but unconfirmed ru- 
mours that a major regional 
player, the Bank of Yokohama, 
was planning to sell its stocks in 
order to balance its books. Spec- 
ulation - denied by the bank - 
drove the Nikkei share average 
down by more than 4 per cent. 

Further concern about 
Japan's banks was expressed 
yesterday by ZBCA, the in- 
ternational raring agency which 
said it was reviewing its ratings 
of Japanese banks downwards. 
IBCA warned: “The persistent 
failure of the Japanese econo- 
my to recover from its long pe- 
riod of stagnation is burdening 
banks with continuing asset 
quality problems, while the 
weakness of the slock market 
threatens them with large val- 
uation losses on their exces- 
sively large holdings of 
Japanese equities.” 

The general sense of ner- 


vousness in the Tokyo Stock Ex- 
change is compounded by an- 
ticipation of Japan's so-called 
Big Bang - the planned dereg- 
ulation of the financial markets. 
The buffeting to which this 
will expose many firms is en- 
couraging them to liquidate 
their assets to provide a safety 
net against imminent foreign 
competition. 

The consequences of all this 
change are uncertain. In theory, 
deregulation, reform and the 
bracing winds of competition 
will in the long run whip 
Japan's companies and its 
economy back into shape. But 
the medium term is bleak. At 
best, the country faces a pro- 
longation of the economic slug- 
gishness which bas already 
made it so miserable. At worst, 
a panic sell-off of stocks by 
Japanese companies could 
cause stock market collapses 
world-wide. 

Modern Japanese are not 
used to biting the bullet and 
slogans like pain before gain are 
politically risky. The problem 
for Mr Hasbimoto is that he 
cannot even release cash by cut- 
ting interest rates - because in- 
terest rates are virtually at zero 
anyway. In his last package, un- 
veiled last month, the centre- 
piece was a feeble proposal lo 
have more public holidays on 
Mondays, in order to encour- 
age Japanese to spend more 
during their long weekends. 

The most alarming thing 
about the present malaise is the 
almost complete lack of avail- 
able remedies. 


Hong Kong brings run 
on banks under control 


A concerted effort by 
the Hong Kong 
government, the 
regulatory authorities 
and the territory's big 
banks appears to have 
averted a potential 
bank run but it remains 
uncertain whether the 
banking sector is yet 
out of the woods. 
Stephen Vines in Hong 
Kong reports. 


The beginnings of a run on the 
International Bank of Asia 
(IBA) and some of Hong 
Kong’s smaller banks appears 
to have been brought under 
control following a full scale 
mobilisation by the govern- 
ment and other banks to pro- 
vide both verbal support and 
offers of hard cash for any 
bank encountering problems as 
a result of the current turmoil 
in Asian financial markets. 

Sir Donald Ikang, the Fi- 
nancial Secretary, yesterday 
spelled out the level of the 
government's commitment to 
ensure there were no bank 
failures. 

He said that Hong Kong's 
Exchange Fund, with assets 
exceeding £45bn, “ stands 
squarely behind this institution 


[IBA] and will provide all the 
necessary financial support it 
may require to meet its 
obligations for as long as is 
necessary”. 

He described the bank as a 
“well managed, well capi- 
talised banking institution". Sir 
Donald's boss, the Chief Ex- 
ecutive Tung Chee-hwa, also 
emerged yesterday to say “the 
banking system in Hong Kong 
is fine and this particular bank 
is fine". 

He added: “Because of 
rumours there are uncertain- 
ties among ordinary people 
which is understandable but 
they are more driven by 
rumours”. 

The bank faced a second 
day of queues with people 
wishing to dose their account 
It has reacted calmly to the 
crisis, quickly meeting all 
demands for withdrawals, 
even allowing customers to re- 
deem time deposits before 
their due date and extending 
banking hours to clear the 
queues. 

It says that the situation 
more or less returned to 
normal yesterday and that it 
has sufficient resources to 
meet any demands for with- 
drawals. 

The IBA is a fest-growing, 
medium-sized bank, con- 
trolled by one of the biggest 
banks in the Middle East, the 


Arab Banking Corporation. 
China Everbright Holdings, 
one of China's largest state- 
owned conglomerates, is a 20 
per cent shareholder. 

The parent company has 
pledged full support to its 
associate and transferred a 
“substantial” amount of cash 
to Hong Kong. 

However, there is clearly 
pressure on the banking sector 
and a fear of accumulating bad 
loans as property prices take 
a dive and speculators get 
their fingers burned. For this 
reason the credit rating agency 
Moody's is currently reviewing 
its ratings for Hong Kong 
banks. 

However, yesterday the 
Standard & Poor’s credit rating 
agency published a report 
which stated that it was main- 
taining its relatively high cred- 
it ratings for temioiy’s banks 
and believed that “the volatile 
nature of both the property 
market and the stock market in 
Hong Kong has always been 
taken into account in the rat- 
ing of Hong Kong banks”. 

Relief over the situation in 
the banking sector produced 
a mood of cautious optimism 
in the stock market with the 
blue-chip Hang Seng Index 
closing barely changed after a 
day of mixed trading. Other 
Asian markets also inched 
upwards yesterday. 
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Business as usual 
at Amersham 


Nycomed Amersham: At a glance 

Martcst value: £2.7bn, share price 222L5p (+275p) 

Amersham 


When Amersham revealed it was merg- 
ing with Norway’s Nycomed to become 

.1 ^_U> n rtf rlimmitv* 


3T March 


6 months ended 
*- 30 Saptnariber 


Nycomed 

Amersham 

•PnMwnavwr 

ended 3i Dec 


The shares fell 13p to 972p yester- 
day. But, cm over 20 times 1999 fore- 
casts, that is not enough to reflect GAs 
bearish tone. SelL 
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imaging agents just three weeks after 
it had swallowed Pharmacia &Upjohn’s 
biotech division, the City took a breath 
and applauded. After all, Amersham’s 
roots, making radioactive materials for 
Margaret Thatcher’s Atomic Energy 
Age ncy, were hardly the auspicious ones 
of a company now rubbing shoulders 
with top-leaguers like Sobering and 
MaliinckrodL 

Since the Norwegian tie-up was 
announced in early July, shares in 
Amersham have soared by a third. Yes- 
terday’s first results since that deal -in- 
terims from Amersham and third 
quarters from Nycomed - pushed the 
price up another 27-Sp to 22.72, 5p. 

The numbers themselves offer no 
real guide to the shape of the new com- 
pany. The Nycomed deal was only ce- 
mented two and a half weeks ago and 
chief Bill Casteil says it is too early to 
confirm estimates of £40m a year cost 
savings. What the numbers did do is re- 
assure that, despite the deal, it is busi- 
ness as usual for both companies. 

Amersham's new Pharmacia busi- 
ness, supplying chemicals used in drug 
company research, looks a good buy. In 
just two months il contributed £6m, dri- 
ving sales in the half year at Amei^iani’s 
Life Science division 65 per cent ahead 
to £122m at constant currency and 
profits 55 per cent ahead to £22m. Cost 
savings of £30m a year over a three-year 
period should be possible. 

On the Healthcare aide, even exclud- 
ing acquisitions, profits rose 58 per ceat, 
driven by growing demand for Myoview, 
the heart- imaging agent, and the iodine 
seed treatment for prostate cancer. 

Integrating Nycomed will be a big 
and potentially disruptive job, though 
Mr CasteD insists morale is high. Com- 
mercially the acquisition makes great 
sense, giving Amersham a full range of 
imaging agents and innovations like 
ultrasound. Concern over price pressure 
in Nycomed's core US contrast media 
agent business remain, though Nyco- 
mecfs cost reduction plan lookson track. 
At current levels, the shares trade on 
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Earnings per share (p) 535 53.8 27.5 31.5 


Whitehead 
enjoys a feast 


*Men* Lynch foretaste 


The merged company 




Sales £768m £J596m P1,«3m 


R&D spend £B8m tS4m £t43n 



Consultancies are a feast or famine 
business. In boom times, they feed off 
clients’ successes. In recession com- 
panies tend to cat spending on luxuries 
like third party advice. 

Whitehead Mann, the recr ui tme n t 
consultancy, has enjoyed a feast since 
it floated last March. The shares, priced 
at 136p, hit a peak of 171.5p yesterday, 
up 13p, on the back of strong first-half 
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over 20 times earnings. Until the 
group presents integrated figures next 
March, that looks high enough, par- 
ticularly given the inevitable disruption 
associated with a Large merger. 


General Accident 
may face squeeze 


The sun has been shining on General 
Accident in the last nine months, 
literally, in fact, because underwriting 
profits were boosted by the absence of 
the usual, hefty claims caused by 
severe weather in the US. Since 
January, this has allowed the insurance 
giant to narrow a gaping underwriting 
deficit by 30 per cent to £lllm. 

Business is also bright at two other 
GA business. In Canada and Aus- 
tralia, underwriting profit targets have 
been met or beaten. GA plans further 
penetration of the Canadian market, 
folkwing its £268macquisitian of Cana- 
dian General Insurance. ThK should re- 
alise saving of at least £75m a year. 


Second, GA is performing well in 
the life insurance sector, where new 
premiums have leapt 31 per cent. This 
is due to two canny moves. GA bought 
Provident Mutual two yeaisago, when 
prices for life insurance companies were 
yet to rocket. 

It has also sharply boosted the 
value it gives on its pension contract 
when policyholders stop paying in the 
early years: a vital selling point for the 
financial advisers who distribute its 
products. A further move into Irish 
life insurance should also reap 
rewards. 

On the most sensible measure, 
operating profits before tax, GA has 
met expectations for the nine months 
to September with a 23 per cent rise 
from £3 11m to £384m. But it has 
sounded at least two notes of caution. 

The group finance director, Philip 
TWyman, concedes that a 31 per cent 
growth in life insurance sales cannot be 
sustained. Second, competition In 
general insurance is driving premiums 
down. Unless unpredictables like the 
weather stay on GA’sside, it may, with 
the rest of the sector, face a squeeze. 


wins meant pre-tax profits in the six 
months to September jumped by 42 per 
cent to £1.6m, ahead of most forecasts. 

The company looks good on fun- 
damentals. It has strong client relation- 
ships - repeat business counts for 
almost four-fifths of its core executive 
search operation. And its commitment 
to building a global network means it 
should continue winning lucrative in- 
ternational contracts. With companies 
iooltiog to fewer suppliers tip meet their 
global staffing needs, 'Whitehead’s in- 
ternational spread looks attractive. 

But could Whitehead Mann survive 
an eoonomic downturn? The answer is 
probably yes. The company looks less 
exposed to cyclical fluctuations than 
some. Around 70 per cent of it busi- 
ness comes from headhunting senior 
direct ors for about half the UK's 
FTSE 100 companies- Businesses need 
chairmen and finance directors just as 
much, if not more, in bad tunes, when 
lower ranking staff may be cut; as in a 
boom. Second, Whitehead is far flung 
and not exposed to the vagaries of any 
single economy. And Whitehead has 
a mall, bat fast growing and cyclical 
resistant IT recruitment operation. 

But Whitehead is not completely 
insulated. The fortunes of its selection 
division. which advertises for jobs in the 
£50k-£100k Salary range, and its human 
resources consultancy, tend to rise 
and fall with economic activity. On a 
forward rating of 13. Fairly priced. 


it was a good day yesterday for fanner Tbry min- 
ister kjokmg for new ways to scrape a tiving. Gen- 
eral Accident snapped up Lord Lang of 
Monkton, formerly trade minister Ian Lang, as 
a non-executive director. Another Scot, Lord 
Fraser of CararfUe QC. former energy minis- 
ter and Lord Advocate, was appointed non-ex- 
ecutive chairman of JKX Oil & Gas, a London 
listed exploration and production company. 

Far the urbane Lord Lang, once the MP for 
Galloway Upper NithsdaJe, this is a return to well- 
known pastures*. He spent 18 years working for 
an broker north of the border before 

concentrating on politics. “GA was very well 
known to me then. Tm delighted to be renew- 
ing my acquaintance,” he said. 

He’s also currently deputy chairman of Euro- 
pean Tblccom, an equipment distributor based in 
Slough, and sits on the beard of a number of Scot- 
tish investment busts. “Fve got one or two other 
things m negotiation,” he adds 
er likewise has a deep well of experience in bis cho- 
sen field. While at the JDTI he Jed trade missions 
to more th a n 25 countries, and he is a non-exec- 
utive director of Elf Exploration UK and a lay di- 
rector of this International Petroleum Exchange. 

Bob McCraddn, chief executive of JKX, says 
the company’s main asset is a 49 per cent stake 
in Poltava Petroleum, an oil a nd gas company 
operating in the Republic of Georgia and the 
Ukraine. JKX has also recruited Viscount 
Asquith OBE, a former diplomat at the British 
Embassy in Kiev, and Leoned Tiahio, a Ukrain- 
ian oO man, as non-executive directors. 

When asked where he came from, Mr Mc- 
Cradtin replied: “In 1645 1 was Scottish." In fact 
he’s from Ohio, and spent 14 years with MobiL 
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is on the look out for more talent. 


British-owned investment banks may be a bit of 
a dog’s dinner at the moment, but Dutch giant 
ABN Amro continues to go tom strength to 
strength in London. ABN has poached Keith 
EdgfnUm from UBS to supervise the bank's move 


HJN Best Buys 




Barclays dismisses talk of 
merger with NatWest 


From The Award Winning British PC Manufacturer. 


Take a closer look at our new range of 'Best Buy 1 high 
performance systems, now available at truly amazing prices. 



20 QM -2 Model 


Andrew Buxton, chairman of Barclays Bank, yesterday dis- 
missed talk of a possible merger with National Westminster 
Bank as “market speculation” at the CBI conference. He did 
acknowledge that further rationalisation in financial services 
was inevitable but would neither confirm nor deny recent 
reports that Barclays had offered £6bn for Legal Sc General, 
the life assurance company. He further fuelled takeover ru- 
mours by reiterating Barclays* commitment to the life sector. 
“The area of fund management and life insurance is an area 
Barclays is interested in”, he said. 


Microsoft teams 
up with AIM firm 


Mercedes halts deliveries 


MJN233M 


RUN 20OM-2 RUN 233M Ex RUN 266-2 


■ Intel Pentium 233Mhz Processor 
wrtfi MMX Technology 

« 32Mb EDO RAM 

■ 3.2Gb Seagate EJDE hard drive 

• 4Mb ATI Ragfi II 3D graphics 

- 16 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

• Creative Labs soundttester 32 
wavetable sound 

• 14* SVGA 0.28dp screen 

• 512K pipeline buret cache 

• MIN AT midi-tower system unit 
with 7 bays (not shown) and Intel 
430HX chipset 

• All standard features below 

- Pretoaded software bundle (mafl 
& antivirus not included) 

■ FREE 33.6 voice modem 

• FREE Epson Stylus 300 cotar 
Inkjet Printer ffimrted to first 100 
customers who «-r-rs s. 

biiy this model 
only) 



• IBM 6x86 MX PR200 Processor 
with MMX Technata© (higher 
performance than 233M system) 

• 64Mb EDO RAM 

• 43Gb Seagate ultra ATA hard drive 

• PC-TV system wfth Teletext and 
video capture 

• 56K Rockwell voice modem 

• 4Mb All Rage fl+ DVD 3D graphics 

• 24 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

■ Creative Labs 3D wauetable sound 

• 14* SVGA 038dp screen (Iff £70 
+VAT » £82.25 extra; 17* £220 
+VAT = £258.50 extra) 

- 512K pipeline burst cache 

• WcfeoPhone receive for tncorrrtng 
videophone cate 

• Voice recognition with IBM Simply 
SpeaktogGOLD 

- MJN ATX system with Intel 430TX 
PC97 chipset 

• All standard features below 


1 Intel Pentium 233Mhz Processor 
with MMX Technology 
1 64Mb EDO RAM 

1 6.40] Seagate ultra ATA ham drive 
1 PC -TV system with Teletext and 
video capture 

56K Rockwell voice modem 
4Mb ATI Rage D+ DVD 30 graphics 
24 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 
1 Creative Labs 3D wawstebte sound 
14* SVGA 038dp screen (Iff £70 
+VAT * £8235 extra; 17* £220 
+VAT« £25830 extra) 

512K pipeline burst cache 
VldeoPhone receive for incoming 
videophone cafe 

Voice racoeridon with IBM Simply 
Speaking GOLD 

MJN ATX system with Intel 430TX 

PCT97 chipset 

All standard features below 


• Intel Pentium II 266Mhz 
Processor with MMX Technology 

• 64Mb SDRAM 

• 6.4Gb Seagate ultra ATA hard drae 
■ PC-TV system with Teletext and 

video capture 

• 56K Rockwell voice modem 

- 8Mb AGP ATI Rage Pro 3D graphics 

- 24 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

• Creative Labs 3D wavetabie sound 

• 14’ SVGA 028dp screen (Iff £70 
+VAT » £8225 extra: IT £220 
+VAT = £258.50 extra) 

• 512K pipeline bust cache 

• Videophone receive for Incoming 
videophone cafe 

- Voice recogiition with IBM Simply 
Speaking GOLD 

• MJN ATX system with Intel 440LX 
PC97 Chipset 

- AH standard features below 


Mercedes-Benz was forced yesterday to suspend deliveries 
of its revolutionary model, the compact A-dass, in order to 
rebalance the chassis. The announcement came after revela- 
tions chat (he car was unstable in certain conditions. The com- 
pany said the production delay and other modifications to 
address the design flaws will cost DM300m (£l03m). Until 
all the components required for the modification are avail- 
able, production at the A-Qass plant in Rastatt will be scaled 
down and delivery of produced vehicles is being suspended. 


Microsoft, the world’s 
biggest software 
company, yesterday 
formed an alliance with 
the AIM-listed minnow, 
Internet Technology 
Group (ITG). The pair 
are teaming up on the 
launch of a system which 
allows up to 25 office 
users to share access to 
the World Wide Web, 
computer fifes, 
databases, and electronic 
mail. Cathy Newman 
reports. 


Kodak cuts 10,000 jobs 


Eastman Kodak in the US is cutting 10,000 jobs and taking 
a Slbn (£590m) pre-tax charge in the fourth quarter of the 
year. Half the charge will pay for job cuts, with the balance 
paying for the write-down of assets. The cute wQl save at least 
Slbn during the next two years. 


Payout for BCCi creditors 



Depositors with the Bank of Credit and Commerce Interna- 
tional (BCCI), which collapsed in 1991, are to be given a 
second payout. Next June, creditors will receive 115p for 
each pound deposited with BCGL This follows a payment 
of 24J5p per pound deposited last December, and reflects 
ongoing progress by BCCTs liquidators in recovering funds. 


Tunnel loses duty-free case 


ITG’s Global Internet the UK’s 
third-biggest Internet service 
provider, said the deal would al- 
low it to gain access to business 
customers and would enable 
Microsoft to achieve its aim of 
selling its software on the 
Internet 

The new service. Small Busi- 
ness Server, went live yesterday 
and costs £999 for five PC-uscrs, 
or £1,650 for 25 users. It is 
aimed at companies with 25 or 
fewer personal computers. 

Laurence BlackaU, ITG's 
chief executive, said: “Microsoft 
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The European Court of Justice said it rejected an argument 
from Eurotunnel that European Union duty-free rules, which 
exdude sales on Eurotunnel trains, were not property approved 
in 1991 and 1992. But the £U court ruled that Eurotunnel 
was justified in raising the issue in a Paris commercial court, 
despite an earlier adverse UK ruling. The court said its ex- 
amination of queries on the way member states and the Eu- 
ropean Parliament agreed the duty-free measures “did not 
reveal elements of a nature to affect [their] validity”. The court 
rejected arguments that EU governments went beyond their 
powers to amend European Commission proposals when they 
agreed the directives as part of single market tax legislation. 


Shares in Menvier-Swan 
surge on bid approach 
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Margaret Beckett, President of the Board ofTrade, has agreed 
to a request from the Monopolies and Mergers Commission 
(MMC) for on extension of the time allowed for making their 
report on the proposed acquisition by Capital Radio of Virgin 
Radio. After representations from the MMC, notably that 
more time was needed to allow proper consideration of ev- 
idence recently submitted, Mrs Beckett has concluded that 
the reporting period should be extended from 14 November 
to 4 December. 


Shares in Menvier-Swain 
Group, the manufacturer of 
emergency lighting and security 
systems, surged nearly 25 per 
cent yesterday after die com- 
pany said it was in talks with a 

third parly which may lead to it 
being taken over. 

Schrodeis, which is advising 
Menvier on the bid approach, 
made the announcement after 
the company’s shares climbed 
as high as 265p. The stock 

dosed 49p up at 254p, some way 

off January’s high of 338p. 

Mcmner refused to com- 
ment on the suitor’s identity and 
how advanced the talks were. 


The company has been look- 
ing vulnerable after issuing a 
profits warning in September. 

Thatwamingsenliissharess™- 
ralling 22 per cent to a year low 

of 217p. The company said 
trading conditions had been 
difficult and its largest customer 
had cut back on stock levels. 
Menvier had also been affect- 
ed by the strength of the pound, 
industry consolidation and re- 
structuring costs. 

The difficult market condi- 
tions forced Menvier to cut 
more than 100 jobs, almost 10 
per cent of the workforce. 
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John Simpson, chief executive of Mayflower, the 
UK engineering group which may or may not bid 
for Vickers, was pictured last week posing 
proudly in front of a Chrysler Plymouth Prowler, 
a mighty American sports car for which 
Mayflower provides the body panels. 

This w eekAutocor magazine reports that the 
Prowler, launched by Chrysler this year, is in huge 
demand in the US. However, the magazmc notes 
“Problems with paint quality and alignment of 
the aluminium bodies - made by British com- 
pany Mayflower - have slowed production, 
which means Chrysler will only build 700 cars 
by the end of this year.” 

A Mayflower spokesman said yesterday: 
-The Chrysler Plymouth Prowler is a new and 
innovative product for which Chrysler has ex- 
acting standards. Mayflower has not delayed the 
ramp-up (the build up in production] and is un- 
aware of alignment problems in the body. We 
don’t paint, so paint quality can’t be down to us.” 

If you’re interested in buying a Prowler, by 
the way, you’ll have to go the US and fork out 
$39,000- The “modem hot rod” is available in 
shocking yellow and purple. 


Clare Rodway, director of marketing at Nichol- 
son Graham & Jones, the City law firm, recently 
fired off a series of announcements that the firm 
has “doubled in size in the last six years”, with 
turnover up 17 per cent in the last financial year. 

Ms Rodway called only days later to add that 
her pregnancy had just doubled in size as well — 
she’s having twins. The intrepid spokeswoman is 
battling on at work until the end of November, 
and the sprogs are due in February. 


Who con 


has a great name and a broad 
reach and can get us in front of 
customers we wouldn't nor- 
mally have reached.” 

This is not the first time ITG 
has linked with the software 
giant. Almost exactly a year agp. 
Global Internet agreed to 
supply Microsoft's brewsersoft- 
ware, Internet Explorer 3.0, to 
all its subscribers. Global Inter- 
net has 45,000 customers, 5,000 
of winch are small and medium- 
sized companies. 

Also yesterday, Microsoft 
filed a 48-page formal response 
to the US Justice Department’s 
allegations that it illegally 
forced computer manufacturers 
to install its Explorer browser 
as part of its Windows 95 op- 
erating system. 

William Neukom, senior 
vice-president for law and cor- 
porate affairs, accused the US 
government of “stifling inno- 
vation” by alleging that Mi- 
crosoft had violated anti-trust 
agreements. “It is a very serious 
matter when any agency of gov- 
ernment proposes to extend 
its regulation to the extent of en- 
gaging itself in product design, 
especially in high technology 
products. Thar kind of inter- 
ference in product design will 
stifle innovation,” he said. 
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A letter from R. W. 'Tiny 7 Rowland 

LONRHO - JCI 

A lump of coal for Lonrho's Christmas stocking 

Should shareholders look forward to the JCI/Tavistock deal? 


-/ 

U ? a news P a P er 3nd look at South African mining stocks? That's what 
fnr 1 QQ 7 S ^ ast week's dosing price for Anglo American Coal: the high 

i ^ ast wee ^ " £32* Anglo American Gold: the high was £49. Last 

" t T‘ {S' 1 ,; for *e year 674V=p. Last week - 244p. Randgold: high $8,125. 
—Jr 6 * _ 51.9375. Impala: fiigh £9. Last week - £5.75. De Beers: high for the year 
was £24. Last week - £13.5. Goldfields: high £17. Last week - £10. 

As a Lonrho shareholder, what would you decide to buy if you had £183 million, after 
i su P er ass ets like Lonrho's pan-African sugar estates and Lonrho's 
T ' ^ ote k' at bargain prices? Would you sink our capital in the South African 
c V *Y°5v? :oa * m * Iies ^d pay an unjustified premium to JCI at a time when every big 
bouth African company thinks of externalising its own investments? 

The market outlook for coal is not favourable, according to Tavistock^ s own managing 
director There's coal everywhere, better and cheaper, and JCI as a company can do 
nothing for Lonrho in terms of management. Just look at their record, the recent 
departure of some of their top people and their troubled gold mines. Can we really 
have sold our cash cows, Lonrho sugar (for £227 million, the best buy Dlovo ever 
made) and the Metropole Hotels (high occupancy, steady sterling income) in order to 
reinvest the resulting capital sum so poorly? 

Will it be good for Lonrho shares? Our shares having come down from 21 7p wallow 
around lOOp. Our payment of £183 million sterling will do much for JCTs shares and 
aggressive Mr Kebble and Anglo's director Mr Khumalo. They can be put it in their 
labyrinth. See the chart, and feel the fear. 

Shareholders may assume that it's all high finance and the Lonrho board, with Sir 
John Craven from DMG at its head, knows what is best But this board, advised by 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, promised shareholder value four years ago and a 
profitable three-way demerger They've been paid millions for their advice. No part of 
that promise has been kept. So far Lonrho has only made sales which benefit the 
buyers - our board was even spectacularly outnegotiated by the Libyan Foreign 
Investment Company, which demanded and got £251 million upfront in cash for their 
one third share in the Metropole Hotels. 

Let' s face it, the demergers are off, although our board has never informed us that a 
policy once heavily promoted has been silently scrapped. We have been deceived. 
Prime assets that would have made demergers possible are gone, as is former chief 
executive Bock, the speculative architect of the scheme, who has said 'Auf 
Wiedersehen' and taken 180p a share from Anglo American without prior 
consultation with the board. Shareholders of Lonrho must look for the same-or-better- 
cash offer for their shares, for the present demands of JCI make it dear that the Anglo 
group and its associates treat Lonrho as a company already within its orint of control. 


Just look at Angjo group dividends and imagine 

Lonrho, as it win if the sequence of deals with JCI which the board is about to 
embark on goes ahead. . 

The Tavistock coal purchase is not a stand-alone deal, but the first step in a cham 
reaction planned by the financial brains of Anglo. The purchase :of Tatnstock leads to 
the counter-purchase of almost 30% of Lonrho. The purchase of Thvistock leads to the 
enrichment of JCI and the impoverishment of Lonrho. 

As to the actual purchase of the collieries it's not necessary to be familiar with coal 
mining to understand a poor deal This one is backed by the same team that 
you the sale of the Metropole, the never-ending saga of the Princess Hotels andthe 
reluctant Prince, and a bargain price for Lonrho's flourishing sugar estates which took 
32 years to build up. Have you noticed that this week our large textile mills, 
previously the particular responsibility of new chief executive Nicholas Morrell, were 
given away, as they had debts of millions and losses of millions_under his 
stewardship? 

After three years, the only positive step taken by Lonrho is an eccentric decision to 
invest shareholders' cash in South Africa. 

The negative policy of our board has been to sell the good assets which I secured for 
you, and to sell them at sometimes ridiculously low prices with unfavourable results 
for Lonrho shareholders (Krupp-Lonrho, Metropole, Lonrho Sugar, Harrisons, the 
Lonrho-Impala Platinum debacle). The results make one wonder if the buyers have 
been writing the price tickets. Now here come Mr Kebble from Randgold and Mr 
Khumalo of JCI, both dependent on Anglo's goodwill, with their festive scheme to 
persuade the Lonrho board to buy some highly geared coal mines at an inflated 
figure, and so fund Mr Kebble's grand purchase of a great slab of Lonrho shares, 
opening the way for cash-strapped JQ to pick over the rest of our assets at leisure. 
The price tag for Tavistock was set to the maximum figure possible without 
automatically triggering an EGM by exceeding 25% of Lonrho's capitalisation. 
Following my protest to The Stock Exchange it now appears that the purchase of 
Tavistock, which brings on the risk of overall control by JQ, will need shareholder 
approval at an Extraordinary General Meeting. 




R.W Rowland* 

Wednesday, 12 November 1997 

* R W Rowland is the largest individual shareholder of Lonrho pic 


Who controls JCI? 

SIMPLIFIED STRUCTURE* 

•The calculations in the chart oppos i te axe based on publicly available informatio n, which has been 
obtained from sources which are believed to be reliable. The displayed information should not be 
relied upon since ao guarantee for accuracy, completeness, or otherwise can be given due to a lack. of 
complete avaUride information, which would make precise calculations possible. 

So u rces: 

Circulars {Consolidated Mining, 30 April 1997; Sailife. 2 May 1997; Consolidated Mining, 
17 June 1997; Consolidated Mining, 17 July 1997; NK Properties (NKP), 17 July 1997; Consofidated 
African Mining (CAM), 25 August 1997); 

McGregor's 'Who Owns Whom in South Africa, 1997'; McGregor Information Services (Ply) Ltd; 
Johannesburg Stock Exchange; Registrar of Companies, Pretoria South Afrits; Reuters; Bloomberg; 
Amnul Reports (Anglo American Corporation of South Africa limited; DeBeera Consolidated Mines 
Limited; AmgpLd; JCt Western Areas; Randfontrin Estates; HJ Joel). 

Notes 

1 Mzi Khumalo is a non-executive director of Anglo American Corporation of South Africa limited. He 
was helped to set up In business by the McCarthy Group, controlled by Anglo American. 

2 SBC Warbure is Anglo American's and jet's main investment bank, and has been involved in the 
advisory, financing and arranging of the 'safe' of /CL and most of the latest ^tedtramarttotB. SBC 
Warburg's 17.92% of CAM, resulting from the so-called ‘Craftwise aoquuahon , has been calculated from 
information provided tn foe various circulars (so? ■^vae). 

3 These companies acquired their stakes in CAM through an extremely comphcatedweb of deals, 
which have been revealed and partly explained in a number of circulars (see stow). The companies 
fodtode various Anglo-related nominee companies (Stand^Ban^omhiees, Ri^ Nation^ Nominees. 
SlMain Street Nominees), as well as the underwriters of the Saffiferigfrte Issue (fadudra foe Anglo- 
SaS^Hosken, Warburg and Southern Life), and various Bnanaal mstitatjons (indudtog Southern 

lade of transparency in the various deals and coomanies involved make a wetise ■*** 
companies' shareof CAM impossible to determine. The calculated figure of 41 11% is based on 

is sad to be controlled by First National Bank, which m him is controlled by Anglo American 

JSSfSliiSSns based on McGregor information, dated Q 1/09/97, in which companies 

Mh^gTS-S-W). l5H _ }wd£romc a l culafiw 1 s based on M«Iregw information, on 15HJ&97, in which 
7 The figure of 37% iU related to Ando American are shown to control the calculated 

^^S P < S^SSSJ?capl?TTw figured 17.9% is the figure announced pubfidy by Anglo 

^Sub/eCUo European Commission approval. 


Other Anglo-related or 
associated companies 
(see Note 3) 


SBC Waibrag 
(Craftwise acquisitions) 
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LONRHO 


JCTs Significant Assets 


TAM STOCK 


, MD Dcrid Murrey sedihis comp*** was expecting another fM 

in contract prices for steam coal m business day. 24 October 1*7 

„ . . . . that international coal prices, a h* of which are set by 

'Z£$L b 'JU 

, AU the South African coal stock, have lost 40-50%0fthehmax.ee. 
valuation during * C whly geared, has the highest export 

a pike ^ R ,\ a 

P/E Ratios of . for Lonrho in the current market 

Given the risk 5 **^4 trend in international coal prices. The known 
situation of a downward Duikfil /Eivistock bond are insufficient to 

a highly inflated vacation. 


I ON K HO 


M The cash from nonstock vrill help pay for this (acquisition of Lonrho 
shares), toft selling an asset to a company that you unit control s o met im e 
in the future means titat JCI can get me assets back when it vxmts to," 

SA STAR 23 OCTOBER UW 

"Is tiiis almost a case of Lonrho paying JCI a premium to allow. JCI to 
buy Lonrho?" financial ttmes, 30 October ub7 

The failed demerger strategy of Lonrho's board has cost Lonrho's 
shareholders 54% of their investment since March '96. The company 
was to be split into three groups (mining, hotels, and Lon r ho Africa). 
The sale of Lonrho Sugar to provide dividend cover has ldlled airy 
chance of floating Lonrho Africa, the last of the three promised 
demerger stories. 

According to the Sunday Times’, "it is understood Lonrho is ready to 
talk to possible buyers and is likely to reject a demerger of the 
agricultural and motor distribution portfolio*. . 
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1 Sunday Times, 5 October 1W 


“It is 
you 


Es a pity that JCI has not really been an empowerment exercise, v 
consider Brett Kebble to be one of the preciously disadvantaged, * 


unless 


DOW. CHEF EXECUTIVE AFRICAN UEtCHAUT BANK 
nNriAICMZ.MVl.1I OCTOBER 2W7 

• JCI executive director Brett Kebble has clarified the following: Prior 
to the NKP deal JCI chairman Mzi Khumalo had no direct stake in 
Saflife." 

SM 5UNEMYT&ME& 9 NOVEMBER 1997 

* rum-beneficial interests 
of the Saflife directors in Saftife shares were as follows: M G Khumalo, 

reck 4 395 943 shaivs; 10.7% (Percentage of issued capita®." 

SAJTUFE UMTTiXX CDtCUlAR TO MEMBERS. 2 AMY I9SU. [PRJO* TO THE NH-PEAlJ 

{K) aanrdin8 to “eCwrf appeals to be about 

y? ?° 0113 forc hokiings held by companies controlled, associated or trialed to Anrtn 
AmeucoA mduefog certain nominee compsaues 1 and pension funds of their own group. 

(B) The mam assets of JCI (Western Areas, Randfonteht Estates and Tod) appear tn have Ando 
• “kbmttal shareholder of more than 30% in fte ore SKnKd 

wonid * *■ ■»* be ne Sy ot ( £as , ,a ! s sj 

w fa Angost lgyr Aaglo American and its associate together with SBC Wmbtag (Ando American's 

tSaffife, which was defined atthat time to be 


Sirmlmnw ^ major pan or :anue, winch was defined at that time to be 
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Body Shop faces relegation from the second division 



DEREK PAIN 


MARKET REPORT Body Shop Internationa^ the 

environmentally friendly cos- 
OJfttics creaiion of Gordon 
and Aztita Roddick, is finding 
the stock market dim ate ia- 
creasmgty difficult. 

Its shares fell 2J>p to 168p 
which would indicate it feces 
the indignity of being drum- 
med oat of the supporting 
Footsie index, the FTSE 250. 

Such a fete would be a 

wounding blow to a high pro- 
file retailer which, although it 
has worn its heart on its sleeve, 
is deariy bewildered by its fefl-' 
ure to attract a strong City 
following. 

With Footsie and 250' 
changes due to be announced 
next month, the market’s 
tracker funds are preparing for 
the expected changes. If Body 
Simp’s fete is sealed the shares • 
are likely to come underpres- 
sure before, possibly, rally ing 
on hopes of re-admission. 


The Roddick’s compaity is 
not the only one in danger of 


taking^tOck 

The blood shortage is 

directing attentkmtwr^ 


The rest of the market had 


which, in football speak, B'&t 
for removed from the VmAafl 
Conference. 

The gyrations since f Sep^ 
tember’s review would also 
indicate that Coons, the fijf. 
Dishing chain, and the V/otm- 
hampton & Dudley Breweries 
must face life outside the 250 ' 
index ; 

Among those set for in- 
clusion are up-up and-away 
Jarvis, the awstructida and 
railway maintenance group, 
and Admiral, a computer 
group. Jarvis, down 5p to 
317-5p was 4.75p two years' 
ago. Admiral, 71 Jp in 1993, 
rose Sp to 635p. 

Tbe blue-chip Boofcse index 
is also scheduled for a series 
of changes, including the re- 
cruitment of Nycoroed Amer- 
sham, up 27 Jp to 2£2Z5p. 


^ off 13 J points 104,793.7 in 
uneventful trading 
British Sted tnffofgd trad- 
ing votame by, for unexptamed 
leasoi^- rebo olring through 

■C a ^w7e"a jfe* rriiTlinn Jn]y 

dehl at 155# the shares fefl 
2-5pfol4£5p. 

_ also a setback 


aerospace, OH 

dt the Govem- 

to djJJy and 
aalty abouffiftfog the foreign 
cfiUhg BAtf^CTealed overseas 
fefefe0S;iidsV .aoooBjatcd for 
2939'gex cent pfjts capitaL 
BAe arid feoas-Royce are 
forced to limit foreign shaxe- 
hoWrngs to 29.5 per cent. 
Tbeyteve made frequent rep- 
resentations for tbe ce iling tO 
be lifted and when Labour 
swept to power it was as- 
sumed the ljmftmmki quickly 
be increased to, say, 495 per 


cent But so far a deafening 
Whitehall silence. If BAe’s 
overseas fan chfo continues to 
grow and breaks through 295 
per cent it will be forced to 
demand the last foreign ar- 
rivals sell their shares, posably 
ataloss. 

Rolls-Royce ended 5p 
higher at 219p. 

Allied Domecq, on its sur- 
prise dividend increase, led the 

Share spotlight 

share price, pence 
230 



Footsie leader board, scoring 
a 27p gain to 508p. 

vhgue stirrings that Asda 
and Safeway could have 
revisited their superstores 
alliance were evident Asda 
rose 25p to 1605p and 
Safeway I55p to 395p. Gold- 
man Sachs is keen on the 
sector. 

BTG,.tbie former British 
Technology Group, rose 245p 
to 667p on Dresdner Klein - 
wort Benson interest and 
Merrill Lynch gave FirstBos, 
winner of the Bristol Airport' 
auction, a whirl, lifting the 
shares 65p to 21l5p. 

Mmvier-Swam, the elec- 
trlcal equipment group, singed 
49p to 254p as a possible 
takeover was disclosed. 
Bluebird, the toys group, held 
at lQZpwith Guinness Feat, a 
persistent buyer of under- 
performing shares, picking up 
a further 540,000 shares, in- 


creasing its interest to nearly 
105 per cent 

Engin eer Spirax-Sarco 
dropped 1 35p to 65l5p as 
SBC Wtttniq; turned negative 
and DKB hit housebufldeis, 

calling most lower vrith, for ex- 
ample Barra tt Developments, 

down 25p to 256p. Hanover 

International. the hotel c hain , 
held at 1245p. Chairman 
Peter Eyles acquired 4,000 
shares at 124p arid now has 
0.64 per cent. His buy seems 
to dash bid hopes. In August 

Mr Eyles said Hanover bad re- 
ceived an approach winch had 
not led to an offer. 

Lottos Road, taking in the 
Queens Park Rangeis football 
dub, rose 2p to 345p on man- 
agerial sackings. The shares 
touched I065p at the turn of 
the year. Like most football 
dubs they have found tbe 
market a difficult pitch since 
befog floated at 72p a year agp. 


MedabloodBItra*" 15 ^™ 


the 

transfusions. 


group, op fL25p to 35p, *■« 

had a wounding 

ff fa.o into financial difficulties 

and hit by a series of marled- 

ing pitdriems. Three years 
ago the shares wa« H&P- 
BaanoceU bdifeves it heeds a 
little help to grow. It fs 

involved in talks which coold 

lead to a reverse takeover. 

John Lusty the acquisitive 
niche food group, continues 
to seek acquisitions and is 
likely to clinch a deal soon. 
Interim profits rose 159 per 
cent to £609,000 and yearis 
profits should be around 
£1.9m against £753,000. 

The shares edged ahead 
0.25p to 9p. 
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Dunwoody ride to steal the show 
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The horse that would 
have provided the prime 
attraction at 
Cheltenham on Sunday, 
last season’s top juvenile 
hurdler. Grimes, is to 
miss the meeting. With 
National Hunt racing in 
need of a star performer 
to turn out it. Is lucky 
that Mr Mulligan and 
Richard Dunwoody are 
ready to pair up for the 
first time on Saturday. 
John Cobb reports. 


The end of the Flat season last 
Saturday allowed the jumpers 
to move centre stay. Unfortu- 
nately, few of them have taken 
up the call and after Newbury’s 
card yesterday featured only 31 
runners the track has managed 
to go one worse today. 

To compound matters, 
Christy Roche has decided that 
Grimes, who comfortably de- 
feated the lirhimph Hurdle 
winner Commanche Court at 
Leopardstown last month, is not 
yet ready to make his first trip 
to Britain for Sunday's Mur- 
phy’s Draugbtflow Handicap 
Hurdle at Cheltenham. 


The four-year-old, who was 
the best backed horse this week 
for the Champion Hurdle, is 
nowdowntoaslowasl4-l (with 
Ladbrokes, 20-1 with Coral) 
for Cheltenham in March. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Party Animal 
(Worcester 1.00) 

NB: Traceability 
(Kelso 1.10) 


“Grimes is not running now 
because the top weight has come 
out,” Roche said yesterday, “and 
I believe it would be asking too 
much of a four-year-old to car- 


ry top- weight of list lOJb. It is 
early in the season and early in 
his career, so I am going to mind 
him for die time-being. I will 
speak to the owner [J P Mc- 
Manus] who is in America, and 
I am sure he has other races in 
mind for him," 

Liam Cash man, the Irish 
bookmaker, had already 
opened betting on Sunday’s 
race and, in this case, those pun- 
ters quickest off the mark have 
come a cropper. Cash man's 
odds of 11-2 against Grimes 
wer? soon gobbled up and by 
the time of Roche’s decision bis 
gelding had been backed to 4-1. 


Two stars who should make 
it to the crack are Richard Dun- 
woody and Mr Mulligan, who 
will combine for the first time in 

the Sean Graham Chase at Ayr 
on Saturday. “It’s not often that 
a Gold Grp winner comes up as 
a spare ride," Dunwoody’s 
agent, Robert Parsons, said. 

Mr Mulligan, oot always the 
most brilliant of workhorses, 
pleased his trainer, Nod Chanc e, 
yesterday. “Mr Mulligan is 
good," the Lamboum trainer 
said. “He worked nicely with a 
couple of horses this morning. 
Richard definitely rides, so we’ve 
got a good track, good ground 



; CRICKET 


Adams allowed to 
leave Derbyshire 


Chance: Good prospects 


Jockey Club focuses on head injuries 


Skip Away aimed at breaking Cigar’s record 


Experts on sports head injuries 
from Britain, Australia and 
America are to take part in a 
Jockey Club seminar. 

The two-day conference en- 
titled “Concussion and Head 


Injury in Sport" is being held 
in London on 30-31 January in 
conjunction with the Medical 
Advisers of Professional Sports. 

Administrators and med- 
ical staff of sports where head 


injuries are a hazard mil attend. 
“It is 10 years since we last re- 
viewed the situation and med- 
ical opinion has moved on," 
Jockey Club chief medical ad- 
viser Dr Michael TUmer, said. 


Skip Away, brilliant winner of 
Saturday’s Breeders’ Cup Clas- 
sic in Califo r nia, has arrived in 
Florida for a rest before being 
aimed at the Gulfslream Park 
Handicap in February. 


Skip Away is in good shape 
after his Hollywood Park victory 
according to Sonny Hine, who 
tr ains the colt for his wife, 
Carolyn. 

The couple hope that the 


Chris Adams was yesterday 
granted his freedom from Der- 
byshire by ti* e England and 
Wales Cricket Board’s Regis- 
trations Committee. 

Tbe highly rated ba tsman . 

[ released from his contract with 
! the Midlands county after a 

and a good joctey so bopefulty \ ZSZ ZZ&SXZ 

all will go well with him. ; conmu foueht to 

# Jim Old expects his Champi- I seasons. ■““E ” Tone 
on Hurdle hopes, Coffier J 
and Juyu^b, to rrappear withm | 

the n«d three weak* ; jvyear-old, be- 

j Ljeved to have been offered a 
£100000 contract by Sussex, to- 
tal freedom of movement, 

grey can eventually lower the j rather than be Mrfrtedto 
alUime earnings record held by j just a 
Cigar. Accordingly, Skip Away ; 


will in 1998 contest only those 
races exceeding half a million 
dollars in value. 
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NEWBURY 


1.20 Javelin Cool 
1.50 Mutual Agreement 
2L20 Daraydan 


HYPERION 

2JS0 Northern Starlight 
&20 Faustino 
3.50 SKYCAB (nap) 


GOING: Chase cone -Good io Ffcm; Hides- Good. 
• Left-hand come with stiff fences. 


• Course is south-east of town mar A34. Return station (service from London, taking. 
«w>) adjoins course ADMISSION: Members CM; TattaraUs £8; S»vw Rtafl £4 (OAPa hatf 


price) Accompanied T7-yaar-dd3 or under free si endoeuraa CAR PARK: Bee. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: D Wchotsor - « wire from 93 tuners (004*1. 0 Sherwood «■ 
56 (288%) N Henderson 13-80 (163%) U Pipe n-64 (172%) 

9 LEADING JOCKEYS: A Maguire 17-03 (183%), H Dunwoody ■*61 (86%) H A Rtzgar- 
■M -040 (01%) C Llewellyn 040 (10%) 

9 FAVOURITES: 133 mis from 337 rases (349%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Snow Board (150) 


FORM GUIDE 

a nr mMnar* twa every chance to make It five trim from sbe Awls tWs season 
hawta done reefy wel to beet rttwad a length and a had In a Whcamon hanrficap chase 
b« ttne PaJ MtnoK stays wM and ace on te b«>^ » 

tag for hoc However. Mutual Agreement has taken a st gnfca rt rise In the rcttn y an d I 
prefer to take a dance on CALLEVA STAR even tfwu&i he has nef tin since wishtaQ 
ttne Iwnths second ps dear ol the »f*d) to an h-lorm Carfcoo Gold at Bangor back 

y% kM mrr4\ TtiBi tMMK anotfiar good gfipfl from this constant chaaflf and ttis wwingr went 

on to socre off a St> Ntfwr meifc M Wohrertwmpion h May, suggest** Caltova Star has 
every etwree tried *b Hrftat Uu^Wng Fdntalfieanosf oerteMy tea mow aM- 
tv tfan he Ixa shown so far (he taxied previous connections ta trouOte lor Ns ranting 
bsNnd Mgeto ted oner buries at Dcncastar on htaflnal start Iasi season) Tntahtotorop- 
tag ta a5g worry idler ha btundared away his chance at PUrpfon. where he started 

ta awwdm Liy^ race on Ns chastag debut and fcsl mn te KlmW^thit he 
»»» Just 8 fewshenwl^eio cany, aiow Bowd made a wtantafl taart to Ns ctaastag ce- 

reeratarcesBr, but he was rrimpressive ageist weak o ppeaflen- H eweers blrttara 
today and is on a fair handicap marie. Selection. CALLEVA STAR 


^20 


WINTERBOURNE CONDJTIONAL JOCKP^ HANDICAP 

CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m 1. Penally Value 

£3,318 

-3F123 RNlSTUCinaRWfTfeEaKOk ^PHttOsSfl V Rtbontea 


3B n DRROCKET(3)Wnh*ft>«»«4 R 5!? (ln ' B ®J a ' 


JCAtzpum 


00032 BtACKOTmaeff 04)01 Naylor) JSflxd 7 «0_. 

-adadarad- 

MMata taW flfci<ta))retandfcteira8teatoc* IjljWnit»f 9rif2ta 

BETTWe: 84 FsmUdo, 7-4 Dr RocM >1 Btadi Statons*. 
ttftSrperTitatoBtaoP totayZ-t 


roonl TOM MASSONTROPHY HURDLE (ClASS B) ZT t 000 added 
2m 5f Penalty Value £4,958 


DR ROCKET p"*«t up on Ns reappearance at Worcastw tast mortth. proved he vas 

no b^rrem*er by Wtat*« tlroe lengths second to the eaaed Srpemsckat Pfempan 

tet weak desptedrtfthgfrSi 4-1 to 6-1 The BjwwM bnrthareNygByc 1 

and b the one to be c«. Ftaustfeio, no metah tor Green Green Desert na majq jhort 

ywmfday was also wMbeaien behind Parfamentarfan at Tbwcester and Tbu red ay h^il 

wNaSSn Abbot prewxfr and Just eeams ^ 

he b (aetarred to Stack Statement baawi 27 lengths by 

tum defats beng bached from 12- 1 to 9-2. Seletflon. DR ROCKET 


1.20 


FURLONG CLUB NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £4,000 added 3m 110yds Penalty Value £2,765 

1/234 MTOH£Wm p2) (D) (F JSarabry) MsM JoiSSStl D. DByma 

rifl/UsKASaenlGii 


0321-1 I»fl»mAK(U)CT pAJrtnaonlMPpflSIlt. 
31 0CC0LDp5)(QHubbB4GiU±aid61t4.. 


.APHcCoy 


FF3SJF SNaBAWiS(14{UsKA5ber4GticCowt97tO.. 


D 


0PFV21 WLLSMCK P0) (M Q A Cont) J Kng fl *1 9.. 


A P McCoy 


a 54P-1 HA&ErWOOD(iq(MsDALa1reta)RBud<tarB1tO- 
-Sdaetand- 

BETTMG: 1-3 DareydU) 4-1 Occdd, 7-1 Ftariay Wood. 
tiB& ItaidH ttarAw 6 it 6 P Hde evens to (J Ototd) « ran 
RXU« GUIDE 


Rlbomtaa 

B I 


| o ~ c nn E.B J 1 . 'NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDI£ (QUAUnffi) 
1 3.5P [ (CLASS D) £4J)00 added 2m 11 0yds Penalty Value £2^921 


214 BMPBaai7)WPAHF»ieMPM°n5 110 jk'fifcCoy 


■04- BUSffiSGATE (277) (D) D Chesnay) Cr D Chesn^i 5 tt D AP 


0566 JMIEUNCOOL(f4)(GAiUtad)GH^tnrd6DO. 

-Adedarsd- 

IMtwniweight lOBt Tiub /wirflotp wrugbc Ccd a« dfc. 


_H Thornton (3) 


BETTING: 44 Hltawick, 7-2 Into Rm Wah, 94 Janto Cool, 7-1 Shhnfaa Mk 
R06: Quart Awd 7 B 7 M &1ffth» (7) M Iw (R Buddet) • ran 
FORM GUIDE 

HILLSWICiC. who ohowed improved farm on the Flat ttita year io win a atayrg handcap 
at Bath in AuojsL haa carried tha over to hurting. Ha was 15fa out ol tha hsndcap whan 
nndng ivtorm Gerryta Prida (wtanar again Monday) to faur lengths et Newton Abbot taa 
month and scored by three- quarters of a length from Don) Tei Tom at Ludow ten days 
later off a fit: lower marie {stl 0b out of the handcap) feiday. tUwick is rated 72 - 6b 
hrtwr than whwi wtaning and 2b hltfier than at Newton Abbot Ha MS tacks capattoof 
wlmtaq otf thte mark n this company parfledariy with the longer b autt hm Into 
Itie Web, an Irish potat-tp-poht winner, reached the frame ta a co> 4 ^e ra novi ce htad ae 
last season on soft ground at Hereford and Hampton. Ha needed his reapparoiM at 
Huntingdon (2m ^/2f) last month and did not rui bady h sixth to The FtJ Monty b aat- 
anabndZl leitotha The ground was plenty test enough for tnto The Wfab then and wtda 
that may again be a problem, he should at least be srited by the stop i*> toteree mlea. 
Strimba HDta. a winntag chaser tar Jackie RanermBr 

tha second on his rattan from almost two yearn off d ForewBltBceratyln an am atetetf 

chase, although ha dd attract a Btde iwppcrti^ betttag He yat 

ban JavefciSiol.taled off laat date to Ganflamn^ti on hs return OTtfesameEwawBl 

card ta a maidonhwde and Bb out of the handcap. selection: H1SWICK 


DAHAyPAN. succeasfeil three brae test season and third to taafaraq in the Roy elSm AE 
torce Htade at the FsstnaL easly justtfisd odds-on status on hto return at Ch«Brihan\ 
baatina PteMuetand eight tangths. std wi be a vary short price to Wewug .Ooeolire 
smiHwd beating cf Suaame Charm (Ascot winner wice) wres a good anort ta the co n- 

SrtotnoriMScflM^^tanet a matenfcr Daraydan but to radwtedtorba fareeartto 
MjWoodLv^ 


2.50 


HALLOWE’EN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5,500 added 

2m 4f Penalty Value £3,795 

l. 2 m NOfnHBWSTttaiGNr«<D|l*t^ 


fin- C0UN1W BENJ (2K)«3|(MaJJ RsppelO Jl*0! 0 
Fp. JOCTDn DON (2*^ (Wtb Datk Srauss) J S Uqob 5 11 0- 
IMJEST1C ARAB pWrfM Hbfo N Hertracn 5 11 0— 

3 tCWS RASH (257) (PBfcr Sms} A Timet 5 TO- 


-11 A 


J»Staack(0 

.-JRKavnagfe 


P3/D3 PBXAirS CROSS P58) ^ F Usrrtt) Q McCaJrl 5 n D_ 


PERSIAN BCff (K G Marfey) 0 Eherwod 5 n 0- 
IMI 


JOabome 


P/K>. COPPER BOTG«)(C)(Craymonc9R Budbrfi It 3. 


40- fMCKEIBAiIB31)(M9S1dnlDdNTntaia>Dwln41tO- 
4 . S1WCAB (2BB) (P H Betts (Hcidnp) Ufl J Gbcrt 5 11 0 — 
3M-4 B5SSJE BROWNE (33) (Q A httherd) Q rtttwd 5 1)9 — 
-l2«tadaNd- 


-PMda 


-RThcratonP) 


-LMpMff) 


P8B-2 kueaneyoSr ( 14) («»J Swnt*<J3ri«i6 n a... „ . 

06411- |M»HtGnBroBgfahBtdn**»iftr»«cartN%«aB>OB«7113_Clteala 
-Adadmd- 


|T50 


LIONEL VICK MEMORIAL NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,100 added 3m Penalty Value £3^39 

-irm WITHAL AGreBtEHT (20) (D) [Edvwd DBlc^ P Mchck * T1 « M AFbfiWald 

01?5 SNOWBOARDadPIFJ^n^l^MtowBliS DBfojB 

42342- CAUBttSnm(2S2)ttenesButay)RAta610B.. — 


BETTING: 64 UOUal Agrarama, tt-4 Ca9«a StiA 7-2 Snow Board, 94 Laugfetag Fontains 
Sag- ajy gnaJt 8 T 1 1 B Fenton 2-1 fan (G BafctegJ 7 ran 


BETTUft « Nwbam flMgH. 94 Udit«A 1« Co^rar Bof, 14-1 OtaaBay Cn 
B06- MaiMtiadf 7 n 3 P Mb M far (J GBtod) 7 ran 
FORM G UID E 

Northarn StarWa comnletad hra hat-trick ct novice draw wins at ChepBtawonSmff- 

davinavalUBblBracatejUaworbtiitoOSbglDd^rtbrttaHpe tartr-ye arol d hBdhlsMr 

S»» l SVAS«m&BBSSa» 

ere Starts can nn wat agair) but bare ta avy chance bteCOPratWJYwNteio 

twn on ta front and Bob Buddarta eH/s-yew-old tney prove too tatt g Ha i mpreaeaa 
whan mahtaB a winntag return ta a Wnttecr Wdc ap 

carea a tan-week braelf to Utow inhere byatonspvfrcm IQngdomOfawdett. Coppw 

Boy wa wal betean in be Coral Qy at OMBarbare cn hb find dart, but he has be 
biral of a chaser and can mefce be most ct the Qb »» receive! torn Northern SterigrL 
Mget Hwteton-Oavlerf nmneis have shuck farm h recent days and Mataarcen go ^vrea 


enmta chastaadebuL He vron three trnaa over Nadea last eaKonOTdwhtar^dNg- 
nifcardtf lower ben Northern Ster%ya and Copper Brydda ral to win an ^gHTUtoer^r 

novices' handcap cn his final start in April Setaetaon. COPrtfl BCrr 


HETTWGclQM0Ct»itorPM.3ta>^tf-2ParatanBoK3lChw7yi aere.tM Bareta D n»reia, 

7-1 lUfarik AflaJr, 1M BBtagagtaa, Rrcfcatbal, 131 Naas Hsstv 2M othara 
896: /Wire 5 11 0 J Osborne 311 ter (0 Sharanod) V ran 
FORM GUIDE 

COUNTRY BEAU sprang a 50-1 swprtaa •benwfctoinB a 

roarybytwoandahalflangbBfrornAretfcGamparandpnivedttiiMnctaftJtB^W- 

lowtaaito hare ftofalowtagnwrttL when P awl s Om ra i . a IbrtratR asenwvra prevtoustg 

wwW taiflbs behind h fourth. J eft Si 

Na hutbn career off to a winning atari. Beesia Brawn has the benefit ffl a prewoue niri 

aaaaorv a fcrab to Gartax « Hutfngcton laat rnonft as doMtafi swonS Wtarwrit 
brarpra- winner fflg Paries, who wea a ctoaa sevarth behind ftanbiehi CXbad Haydock 

bat peak A btoOBr danger than oWmq thomh wi be Chawymore- H e ju aUted warm 
tavnrttam ta a Uttantar bumper first feme out last Dacembet ^andj Ntor a ifMf* 
eoooHrg hurelng dabut St Hunttagdtx^ ran raaBy vrei at ^ir ta Aprl whan faurth of 15 

taSdetWfcSSarfcBmyselSanaSO-lSotwhenbraaWnfltraduckarWotces- 

V tod wav van on to run wel at Tbwce^r and to bb couse and can wn reoee 
over hurdes. So can Skycab. a fid- brother to the uaefct Otxwta g and yriio was 

» Red Brodr ta a 'bwcestar brrepar on Wa sda nar bit aaasen. JMh GKtord hopM «b 
onecardavetoptatoaChaBBnhBmFests«lctxTtender.TheOlvar8her*oo(Hiato6dFBr- 

abn Boy had a mtaor fraebae bb year and tbs been gya n ttaa to jeover &ri ha b 

very much one ta note on thb racecourse bow He b a halMaober to Canarvianow ana 

has reportedy been wortdng vrel at home. saiactlon: COUNTRY BEAU 


List One registration 

The regulations state that 
only two List One players can 
be signed acounty in a five- 
year period - a rule designed 
to protect the wealthier coun- 
ties recruiting all the best tal- 
enL A statement from the ECB 
read: “The decision was taken 
because it was felt Derbyshire 
had misinterpreted the regula- 
tions as, having released the 
player from his current contract 
he could no longer be a List 
One player.” 

However, the ECB stressed: 
“There should be a ‘cooling off 
period of 14 days in this mat- 
ter during which time the play- 
er should not be able to 
conclude a contract with any 
county, although he can nego- 
tiate terms and enter into 


discussions if he so desires." 
Adams’ downgrading to List 
Uro makes him available to 
every county and is likely to 
spark a football-style transfer 
scramble for his services, with 
Warwickshire and Kent be- 
lieved to be joining Susses in the 

chase for the player. 

Nottinghamshire yesterday 
completed the signing of the 
Zimbabwe leg-spinner. Paul 
Strang, as their overseas play- 
er for the neat two seasons. 

The 27-year-old Test player 
put pen to paper after flying to 
England to hold further con- 
tract negotiations with Not- 
tinghamshire officials, who 
switched their attentions to 
St rang after failing to persuade 
Shane Wame to play county 
cricket. 

Strang enjoyed a hugely 
successful season with Kent, for 
whom Carl Hooper replaces 
him as overseas player, and 
claimed 63 first-class wickets 
and scored more than 500 runs. 

“It’s a vital part of any team 
planning to have the matter of 
your overseas player resolved 
at an early point in proceedings, 
which is why we are delighted 
to have Paul on board,” Not- 
tinghamshire's cricket manag- 
er, Alan Onnrod, said. 

Strang said: “It was sad to 
leave Kent in many respects but 
Tm glad that I’ve been given 

this chance. There is a lot of po- 
tential at Trent Bridge and 
there are exciting times ahead." 

-Myles Hodgson 


Hero McGrath injured 


Australia 373 and 294-6 
New Zealand 349 and 132 

Austinfio win by IB6 tuns 


KELSO. 


HYPERION 

1 1Q China Castle 1.40 Kings Minstral 2.10 
Brancher 2A0 Ceilidh Boy 3.10 Vfayuphill 3.40 
Qnvourown 


GOING: Good (Good to firm in places on chase enurae) 

SispSfc). M Hammond 22-94 (2S4%) J H Johnson «-7B 

z2 5. t, S£ G ”' w 

fgagaasagL^iire 


2440 MVauSTEfMaaMeMWOvSfB-- 

UY GODSON 9*1) MD«b7 V «- 


-NSnbi 


tXAPI NOTGUUY083) JHJotaacr5«tt S *?5 r ® 

000-53 PBBUASWETALBfT (13) D L*rto8C C J&**» 

0 TRACSlflttlTY(18)pF)UHanTimJ4l)« — RGantty 

WHATTHEHBXPC3westraJBfl9n2 »SSaM> 

03643 ARSES HOU7 (11) J Ctam B U7__ HIM»9 

WPF CHHCCORRAP305 WFtaedfit)? TRtad 


\ 0 in ] GLENMWR SPORTSWEAR HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 2m 2f 

1 24-436 CONTRAFRE P6) A WINma 5 11 8 ECRb^reiP) 

2 21223- FC01#AVBLU85 (F16) (BF) U3 M Be*by 5 H 8-F Wvw 

3 SOM- COiaiANDaUlBt ps^ (CD) M HammcreJ 5 It 4 

RQantty 


km DejeHtTOOLfiijRitoienT. 


ADotHa 
(h 


CBonwl 

J^ntoaP) 


HOST WANTED (F21) W »«tom 4 « 7C 

0- RAGDat(22NJHJdnaon5«7 1 

32 8HeSAWIMNBtt11)PMc*Ri*«T_ 

BEm» s* iteaabXBty. 74 CNaa Mb M Spanbh Wnfl^lM 
tebarHo>y;tM Strata A Wtanar. 14-1 boat Wmbd, (tag txra, lfi-1 Ry 
Bum* RyGodKr, 20-1 ofhara 


4 -2232P WHXAPPONITH)B(C) BlbetaggatBII 3— GlaaQ) 

5 Hff CAIOirCHROMCtESPItotebiailO AOoMtaB 

6 P3F+ BMNOB(2S) JVrarfitt 0 D Prater 

7 24446 ASTTtALHJN (11) (Q B Atanfi O W Sftataaap) 

6 ffi02-t CtflfAKMG(in) JRbGaratafiH9 BStorey 

-Sdadnd- 

BEriMft M Otaa Ktag, 74 Crareandra Gbn. M R»«¥ Btam, 7-1 


|o SCOTTISH SPORTS AID FOUNDATION 
J * 1U 1 H’CAP CHASE (CLASS D) £4,950 2m If 

1 53-m wwuwai.pa)PRCPbtar*no naorer 

2 «F3- COOSLANE(19^(C) JOlii C116 

3 ItfM BMARSDBJGHTp1)(CD)BAIan9113 

4 01WIU GOIK ASHORE (M) (P)RBBrea6D0- 

-4 


ADobbtaV 

ASSraRi 


BETTWG: 44WfeM*R.14-l Brtaria DaB^a. M Coe^tkaa, 10-1 Goa* 


Cram*«, Braaehaa M WU Appntabd, Aibaiaaa. 33-1 ttanij arete* 


11.40 


l ASHLEYBANK INVESTMENTS REG 
TWEEDIE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£8,000 3m If 


2.40 


TAVERN HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 


ct agg 

1 7 «»uKzuwirerecrn8l(DIDS'ntaf)TI5 -?*" 0 


1 SPANISH VBfgNCT(iqWpSmm^ 

5_ CRNA CASTLE (F53) P Ffcfibm 12 - 

n MKM CROWfWMVtenaei) 12 


if Foster 


_A SUMb 


30-1! PEKHANDSFUf»(18»JH*»nwi8V12 

IKI22I WNGSRMSmM.(11)(CO)DLW*»7116 JM 

4PP6F RARtCAC«»MDodS7tlO TRaad 


ESCOBAR (F5*h A W*re4 tt ^*§^£2 

60- BOUinKl ^DHEAR (299) RAfcn4«« BStaey 


&gSb WOODFORD GALE (SB) Mb LRwal 7 110 BSnrar 

5 50448 AK«a«OR£(i‘pWraai81!0 KJoteraoo 

BgnBfG:49PenlbndaH>te7‘3Kta8»MfcW ,t .*'t AkbMra»t*a.SFl 


£7^00 added 2m 6f 110 yds 

4UZ»- CHUDH BOV (24S) (Cp) M« J GoodfcriWlt IIIOBStaray 
311-22 WEAVER GHW8E P) (BRW&oraj 7117 _ — Hltekaray 
1U1FY1 CLA^ CONTACT P2)Nltesai 1115 7 JCateflhanp) 
2345- ROAD BT THE RWERpte}PChBBNiW^i9tl4^SSBRi 

54FC2 BOARDfifG SCHOOL (1^ CPsriwtJtJI Drtttei B 

PP*-F BAIUUN6(32) WlCempSOO Al 

-i declared - 


LANGHOLM DYBNG NOVICE H’CAP 
HURDLE (ClASS E) £3,000 2m 6f110yds 

3SF8P- BLAZffGTRAILpSI) Mss LRaaal9 11 TO TRaad 


3.40 


0900-1 ON10l*tOWN9JHJdi«n4i15(7a4_CUcltan*aekp) 

62222 KM! FROM HOtE (U| JJ0TH BTIt P»an 

23BOO NUTTY SOlHtA (226) C Ratter 7 DO Start* 


ASSaRh 


BE1TBIG: M Cbaato Oortact. 3-1 Boarttao Sctopl, 7-2 Hbavar Gaoroa, 

S-1 CUBA Bok H BRMm, 1M RoM Bylfee Rhnr 


5502-3 RBfAtaOB)PCh Q B gbntf t7ntl — 

SRK CHAWOTMAN(l73)UHar»nond5t)4_ 
iPO-a RUE AND FANTASY (BB) AVMarefi W2 

RJ003- B0a«r«QG(2a^LUrt335»<? WDmAngp) 

RNM M0«CHA»CWaNE(n)VteDTbonscn7t)0 JLOTbre 
56403 MOONUGtfrVBfTUMEfU) M¥bna5tJ0 — STtetor(Q 
SURD- RCWU-RAfflCflSA) (Z79) DAId8r7D0 — NHom*ta(7) 
-lldacbrad- 

MraiuniretotelCtelaratanrieapiiratfeMOTCtetteBQmWflfcMBon- 

jgtelMtraSafBhi flurafAnkMfib 

BETTIHa 3-1 Onyouiorav 92 Four From Honra, 5-1 brarakX, M Fare* 
Aral Mb* Rare Cfanpagai, M UnotdMd Vwra»a, KM teafet Sot- 
are, 16-1 ctean 


The Australian fast bowler 
Glenn McGrath is doubtful 
for the second Test against 
New Zealand, after aggravat- 
ing a groin injury in the 186-nin 
first Test win yesterday. 

McGrath will see a special- 
ist in Sydney tomorrow before 
deciding what to do, after strug- 
gling to play through the injury 
during his match-winning haul 
of 5 for 32 in New Zealand’s 
second innings. 

McGrath, who has now tak- 
en 162 Test wickets, said: “HI 
just have to see what the spe- 
cialist says.” The team’s phys- 
iotherapist, Errol AlcotL said 
McGrath had felt pain in the 
same part of his left groin Op- 
erated on in May last year dur- 
ing hernia surgery. 

The second Test, in Perth, 


starts on 20 November. Alcoti 
added: “He can obviously bowl 
with what he’s got and be ef- 
fective - but it depends on whal 
the expert thinks." 

McGrath effectively ended 
New Zealand's last-day run 
chase by grabbing four wickets 
in 22 balls during the half hour 
before lunch, which reduced the 
Kiwis to 69 for 5. 

Nara ZaaJantf won toss 

AUSTRALIA - Fha! tantaga 373 (M A tiyta 

fla P R RbIHhI 77) 

NEW ZEALAND- Firs! tarings 3*9 (S P Rrtv 
tag 91 C L Cairns 64) 

AUSTRALIA- Second kntaga 294 fer 8 dac 

(G S Btoeratt 91 R T Porthg 73no) 

NEW ZEALAND -Second tantaga 

SapESSic 1 wjtorb Reiftel -3 

BAWxngtowbMcGradi 45 


ft J Aalto c Htonott t» MeGrrafi » 


S P Haming cHartyb McGrath — 0 

- wb McGrath . 


C DMcMBenbrab 

C L Cams b Reiffel 
A C Pram not out .. 
CZFtantebWamo 
D L VMBri c taytor b Wane 
S B DtxJ c Heaiy b McGffflh 


-21 




G I Aaott tora WBme - -0 

Extras (rt>S to^ -B 

Tbtat (B2 aware) 132 


FaN: 1-42-65 MR 4-88, 5-69 O-IB. 7-T& B- 
117. 9-128. 


MD&rah (rtil ; Haspnxncz 

12-457-2 (nbZ): tatonra 


8-1-17-0 tr*0; Reiriel 1 

25^64-3 (nbl) 

UmplreKB Randal (AiS) raid VftenaMuny 

(W) 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 


740« 

INTWtNAnONAL FW0tDOT 
Frnrav Scotland (7^5) — 
(raster* GeoftorGUefiradL St-eomvmt 


NATIONWIDE GOLD CUP SnmMlnal: 
Om^i v Cotaane (at Soanera. Battast). 
PONTTNS LEAGUE Premter Dtwbtare Aston 
VRawStocMam BtantactaanvaraMBti 


FA mfflflO TROPHY Second raaVytag 
round replay: Darttad v Cambridge CHy 
(745HWftSfeeO. 


IMxtaeaday (TSjnf MocfrwaorrO; Uanctraa- 
rarUtdvStakaFE»;l ~ 


iN uit i tf ramFdregtwTirav 


mere (71) . Ffeat DMafam: Bolton w Vlfest 

Brarrwnch (7 


ISTHWAN LEAGUE Guardten taaurance 
I rereicfe Croydon w BedtonJTbwn 


taCTQMiaighRIUtyrfortlfebirttid- 

(tasBeto poiVttw vCktam(mfinblM 



WORCESTER 


HYPERION . _ 

,.00 Part, An.mal 1 30^ S LO R rd 2.00 

^Ibfs^W^emar^^ven S^O Tldetfrook 


& RAFaS BOOS^a ANawanteS to g -f t tebyy 

4. SWEETLORD (26S U natfetoric 6 fl 12 GBWlay 

COTTAGE BAY WBNM 5 07 D 


DAFFODIL EXPfCSS JPI79) H Rpn 4 «7. 
tSU> BtTHE SAND L A Cbca 4 07 





\Oin \ EGDON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
I 1 ESPOO added 2m 71 110yds 

1 F84&- DANDY DE PLAUTS (22R Ms 8 &teh 6 O B RGtoR 

2 2208- HBiirC0«g2B fCQ) MreVVws6D V - j; — 


3.30 


LENCHES HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
F) £3,475 added 2m 


IEAD0WWM»i|71S Mea S WRm 6 1>7 — J> J teadiai 


4.00 Ahravdoubleyou 


MV- |ffiSRVt£TTC(2S1^WBBtl7. 

-22liRjmd- 


GOING: Good and easy turrw. 

9 Laft-hamJ «*** ^bers £«; -WtefsaBs 

9Cou»taonAM3. ADMtraiOft ^ pionto areas 




# LEADING 7HA«E^O»W"^» frOT 02 £35%); 

Z-*, a success w M Ma 4 «« 


BKSMsasasaaasaa 

DUNLEY LIMITED HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS C) £6,300 added 2 m 7 f 110 yds 

uF0»- KAMKAZH (IBS) K Bafew 7 11 7 N OTtentma B 

WPI- 0RSWai.LAD(24S)PHrt±eB11 4 RDumnedy 

ai( 1 - ^^SroUWD^S PMtficfcfifl^. TJ 


1.30 


l£ZZ,'g1£ 91 




SIVS-DONJUAN 
F12/0- CALL HOME 
23U434 ANDfiBUTfiq 


OH- LANCASTRIAN JET (21^ (DJTftWtor 8 DE. — AThOfUDn 

PlP-P HOOnDUGH BW pi) (D) H Hhb 7 T> B -fFratan 

R21H. NEAFU AN EtE (NB) (DJ P MMs 6 1> B ->-T JMarteflf 
0434P* MGHT RWCY ff17) M»AWootta»9tl12. — J AMlONtfay 

anSS-7HE0TOSII»«PM)MteL9*ttl7t>n sw)«» 

fyOO- WANDSWG UGHT (2JD) B T Fdrsar 8 O B — RJatanon 

0PM NELCItOFT HEGATtA (21) RAtvrSDD VfH?'" 

FT553- COUNTRY STORE (T7^ AP^tatoS D7 DHritaR 

BETnHG:18-nN— tyAngp,MLranaBteiJN.^1 WandratagUgta. 
10-1 Henry Cone, Cotmtry Stare, 13-1 IBIerat Ragatta, 20-1 otfrare 


4Sn-TIDfflBOOIC(193)(D)KftiB)f7BO N 

2S33F 1 HAWKTOD(BT7)P) PH*bs8T1 3 JUtanwrady 

i ZATTOON 05) SR DM 


6U3FO ZAI700N G5) 99 DNchtetotfi 11 G.. 


Offifi- PB3RA»«p6D)(D)lteAWnod«wl4Dll_LGHoBrai» 

600CM/ WWSFBWG COURT pBS) ARmel7*3 Cfbe{7) 

-Sdaiamd- 

BETT1NG: SATktobrook, IMZMoon, 3-1 HaeUUd, 12-t Whtspratag 
Caul, 38-1 Fsgrarataa 

WYCHBOLD STANDARD OPEN NH 
FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1,500 2m 


TFbatveit i^CMteny 

9*7 Ptide 

FBonen**7 RJctewB 


-8 


LOO] ^aTe^J« mDU; lCLASS ^ 


JHHsEtSIs 


sffiSSSsggssasasE! 

2 Krartteae, 7-1 AnifcetaC 2°-1 CteHoora 

COLWALL HANDICAP HURDLE (OASS 
O £4,850 2m Penalty Value £3,39 9 


LEVY BOARD NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) £3,650 added 2m 

aa*Q( B0SHAMR3 (83*) W Jtate 7 * 0 — * TJtete 


3.00 


33 BBNMRD S&a (F21) H DodsSTI 7 
0QS28- ALPDC J0KH1 (2D7) P Hotla 4 11 2 
P5M HEMir (23) ttes H Krigb4 * 11 


|MrsA 


BBOBI 

“ 1 !SS§ 

2- GOOD U55lSftS "tS3n6® W. 

1WF - S^ TW>r6<lt 




6 « 3 --^3 0«no4r 


022FE G^_(^B£?^f^^j L u«ralte 


JSBreGayB 


BUaetevnBI 
(CD) Auid 


It** CRaeP) 

T Borate 5 * 9_JI WMWtn 


PHobttoSI 


_B (baton 


jtTtantan 


33620 fflBEHG Hia 

MX t- BLR« VBKte( 4W)rtJg^7*5^JtentaBtetaCT 

S304 NIS5BOeSTFO(32) 0j>OShH B4*4 J JMW 

mfrtWPADA(ra^F^DRitfa«8n2 J)Jtarchei 

RETTMfi »4 Bold '*'**’ +' W- *' 


0ZJO- BAflMSTERS BOY (354) J CM 7 * H 
2RW CAHROUSROCKtS) Cltamfi*9 
00Q5D- HOUJE SUBS (1B7> J K CnraSMlS * 2. 
2DDP- TDOD (USA) (285) A H Haney 6 * 0 
00064- ROC ASE (US Q Dtafes 8 * 0 



05DM OUT 0F1W BLUE (20) U Edtoy 5 * 0.. 




-10 


Mtatewc TCteBtra nagtec flocri^ft* 9ti Qq Qt Tte Btaa fiat jto. 
BETTWa sa Alpha Jokte 74 Brawd Sevan, 5-1 BantotoraB** 8-1 
Heart, 8-1 Roranratao, 10-1 Carrote RodL 14-1 Haiti 18-1 Stare 


1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 
9 
* 
n 
* 
* 
M 

c 

« 

V 

* 

fi 

2D 

21 

22 


l-CONCHOBOR(l86){CO}KBefcy&nfl W Write p) 

M- VT77HBSUE(258)t^JJOT*l5!t T1 NW 

» AWt«D0UBlEftu(15Nte8aiih41t4 


0 AUSSE BOB (7)1*8 stn£ 5 II 4 


BARTON GRBat (KZ) 8Brooteh»r6 R 4. 


-JtGuret 
JkJSw*i(7) 
_S Wyrera 


CATOWO*JKW88J«i4T14 DBrib^NT 

CD BOYG llcCaurt4 TI4 DJ 


DUTY DOZEN D Nteetoon 5114- 


FtYBtG BOOTS P RWatbBr4 T1 4 — 
PFP3T- GLACIAL UNS p201 K6bhap5 T14- 

HOtBORN WJ. C Usm 5 11 4 

JL9KTLI P R Webbar 4 n 4 

0- KAZ KALEJI (294) P Hobbl5 T1 4. 
LmiEMLLBI C ftaote* 11 4. 


-JAUcCrathy 


■OStepbW 


JNr P Scoa 


-Glbrnray 


SMARTYtas JFtaten4 11 4. 


SMOKEV ROBOT M»S Steads 4 n 4. 

■raffBtB) srea d Gnufa e * - 


ne DANCING SCOT M» S Beads 5 11 4„W Oarirex p) 

0 A1STT0N HEATH (32) B Bough 4 * * -Gra jrlgraa 


LADY CASH D 


4*3- 


PET1TE BNR Atirte B * * 


30 RBMANDED (QD tab 6*3- 


._CR*a(7} 


- 22 dadamd- 


ffiTTWtt 3-1 VRri torn, 8-1 Conteobtra Dirty Daren, 12-1 Ahraydoab- 

... 1MoB)M 


leyou, SraraiS M-1 Brahe Green, UDe H6bL Udy Cate. 18-1 i 


UMBOM) LEAGUE FM Dhtafan: Bradtoid 
RarittoraruovtatortratxxChaBengeCupSao- 
ond-mundreptay: WmBbyv Sparnymoor. 

DR HABIBS LEAGUE Cup FM round *ac- 
ond tag: 9oM ( 1 ) w fbgriRangsre & 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORnem 1EAGUE 
Bret DMakac Coneed « Batengara TMere; 
texthaBeitanv n MnW M niSyiilhenteiPrairithv 
Otaborough Tbaii 

JEWBON EASTBM LEAGUE Premier DM- 
•too (745): Fekoawn v Suteray taran; Steam 
v Hbton; Stawmattai v IModram. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Hral Dt- 

vtatarc RraacotCtetaaa Btoacough. 

SCISWRX DIRECT LEAGUEPrandarDM- 
atan: tanfeigton v Tkranon 'tawa 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Fkst Dl> 
baton: Eoatbourria Item v ttaa c ahBian 5 
■febcontoa; Sefcte&n UM wUttlriwnptonlran: 
Briaay « taigere t« ibwrt (745) 
WRSTDMEAO KBiTlEAGUE Itari DMrirac 
C a toltta u v Graerwtch Borough (745); Shap- 
pay Utd voroefcantra (745) 

UHLSPORT UH5TH3 COUNTIES LEAGUE 
CUP aneend round: Stamfont v Buraon rtak 


l (TO); Stockport v 
UUt Third DMrion: 
Oraste«NaMeaMta(70);( 
castor (70); VWsal y IU (70). 

AVON BSURANCE COMBtNATlON FMDH 


vDan- 


vtokMC Chariton v Maretetr SO; flortenoulh 
Oxford Uld (Tfi); 


V Mtattad (70; Sratadcai w 

n v Arsenal (hr Leyton Orient). 


Ibnanham 
FA YOUTH CUP FM round: Wtaktag v 
Brtriiton 6 How Ateon; EfWt 8 Btera d a t a v 
Toobtg & kStchem utd (at Ttnmosmead 
Town); Vtodng Uhl v Diiwch Harriet; Oap- 
atoadvChatoaa. 


Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCHES: Bath vTonm (7*); Mro 0 * 
toy vAueftaSan Capital Territory (730) 
CLUB HATCH: Chtord Unhecriiyv Major Starv 
bybXVpD) 


Ice hockey 

EXPRESS CUP: Bradcnel Bess v /ferr Scot- 
fish Eagles (BO) 


LEAGUE Of WALES Gteert Cup teat round 


»ooed togcCrar^rtreira v Rtej^ra; to- 
f Rhyl G9, Viatenpocl (I) ^ 


_ lYhya Mon (!) v F 
FM|3) 


Otiter sports 

TBIMS: Nahonei Championships (TaSord) 
SNOOKER: IK Otenptortridp (Praatori) 


1 WEEKEND FIXTURES AND POOLS FORECAST 


Nationwide Football League 
First Division 

1 Bradford City vltarerrare 1 

2 Chariton v Crevre 1 

3 Hudderafltfd v Rsackng X 

4. Non** v MddtosbrojQh 2 

5 No Ut i ylrani Forest » Btaran ^am 1 


Also pteylng (not on coupone): Barnet v 
Wtttord; Btohcay v IMteectv Bounamouth 
v Haybridga; Bnstal City v Mriraai; Chat- 
tBifoemv Tiverton; Chester vWnstard; Dar- 
IngtonvSoSiufeFaintioroughyDoBanham 
& Rettoridge; Hafeaw BorahsmWbod: Han- 


OCV I 



hfHF INDEPENDENT" 

RACING SERVICES 


.t-' 

V 




innaimxSIflS 

ssi 


971 

H 


972 

982 


973 

P 



RACING RESUili 


6 Oxford Utd v Buy . 

7 Port Vbtov West Bwrerich 

8 ftxtunouth v Suxtariand 

9 GPU vStoka 

10 SralflaU Utd v Manchester City 

11 Stockport v Swtadon 

12 Wtahrea v tparafch 


dun v Layton Orient; Hereford v Briterton; 
n v Boaton Uid; Stoutf) v Cantor. INbL 


sal v Uncota Utd. Ptaytag Friday: Bristol 
Rowers vGSn^tam. Pteylng Sunday. Uar- 
gatev Rriram; Notts Coirty v Cotwyn Bay. 


1.1* 


ljudlow 
coumv p nn«* 

■ mu Hnodoao 7-2; XGaflop- 


340: i. GRUNDON (J R Karanagfe) 1^ 
1 ; 2. WmwaBe M: 3. Reno «-* M * 




nwn 


7-1; 2. TUcfiera n LWtara) 

SSSSSafnamot':'" icsft 


m i ■/.. a (»*s L-^tod ta* tsatx 

£180 DF: E22J9G C8F: E387L _ _ _ ^ 

4. 10c 1. PRESiDBrniEE 9* O MCFM) 

♦Vi 2. Greateal Frtand 3-1 ; 3- Ftaatdng 
SoWiG-t 10 ran. »4 law MentoMa Baras 
sfz'fi. (A Cano*) Tbte gQTft OJ O. £140, 

OBO DR EK8G CSP: 13730 THo: 522330 

Ptsoopot ER»30 Qiradpot S234G 
pteoe 6: £ 64<tL Pteca 5: £37*1 


^issffi? essiKis 

,toij.iw>«waS!S*;SESE 


NEWBURY 

Ijlfcl.GREENGIffilDESEirryte- 
branei i-sar: 2 . BtaratfewB^ 2 ran g 
(O Sherwood, Upper Lambcun) Tb» 


^a"«n.3-A. tB pMch^on)™*^ 

^■£isacsF:Eisa 


1. WISE KING (CUBratriyn) «|1 
far 2- Moon Dtoril 8-1 ; 3. 1 tert aqt Vn Ctio- 
„« 6-1 « ran. 7-2 Jl tw S tagta Sa m 

tffats£sssxsas 

C30DTL THceat: EOCfllTWo: E1BDD 


Z30; 1. BUPHt TACTICS (A Ttfomton) 
7-4 It 2. Strong Me dicin e 2-1;3. Sbrie- 
ly Hama 7-4 ]tfeK 3 ran. VU. hd (R Ataar. 
Bfandfaid Pbrun) Utter £280 DR E28Q 
CSF: B*88 l 

USD: 1. HOUSE CAPTAIN (R Duv 
woody) 7-Z 2- Gokdonnal 6-1 : X Brianak 
3-t s ran. 52 tew Courtarl pth) Z’A, A (J 
ntzQerrid. UeAon) Tbte: £430; £230 £230. 

DF; CMBD CSF: ES6& Non Amer LoueTi 

Ttey 

iXk 1. SANMARTMO (A Uagra^ 2-9 
lev; 2. VRdp Hand 7-1 : a. Ba Agapl Mou 
33-1 Aran. 6,hd.{DWchoteoa ‘fempteGti- 
ting) Tbte: Ei2Ql Dual F oracaat E2.tX 
CS?; G2M. 

3St1.SUPPCrANDDSAAND(R!Xrv 
noody) H -D ter, 2. Aquavtte 33-1; 3. Ato- 
ning da Cariay 6*8 ran. 5i 7.(6 L Moom 
Brigteon) W* £200; Elfi Catt EUtt DF: 
E2E7G CSP. C32S1 
Ptacepot £3090 Qaadpot CD90. 

Pteca ft EBMt Placa S £3701 


S EDGEFIELD 


IJXfcl.POLO PONY (JSitopto) 3-1 tar. 
2. Conanunly O anitc a 14-1; 3. lyodnan 
Gokl 100-1 9 ran. 5, 7. (Jofn R Upson. Ad- 
stane) fete £360: £160 £560 £730 DF; 
DO» CSF: E37BL Tricaat E364366 Trio: 
£22860 

130:1.01X1 HUSH WING (MRratef) 5- 
2:2.Sk8Maad-*<Br.3.VBungSBter6- 
111 ran- 7,29 (P Hasten, tedririran) "tote: 

£ 340 : E130 Etao £160 DF: £250 CSP. 
£S£A Trio; pa an 

ZMi 1.VALDE RAMA (P Mwn) 7-2; 
2 . uapta Bay KF1 ; 3. ShuHan 33-1 S ran. . 
Ti-10 tew Syntoct at Success (taB) It «fcL 
{Denys Smtm, Bistfop Auckland) TWa; 
nstt £160 £330 Dual Foracaat £*BO 
CSF: £2980 

23D:1.COUNTHYORCHIDtGLee)t1~ 
2; 2. Lragal note S-i; 3. Thoiw 1M Ik 
8 ran. 'h. Th. (Mrs M Reveiey, Saftbim) 
Tbte: £560: £160 £2.70 EUO DF: £3300 
CSF: ES07L 


3JXt1.SLH360FHlLLP Carbary) 1f- 
4 bar; 2 Tudor FeAora 7-1; X D’AtMay 
Strata 4-1 a ran. 4, 2*. (JJCTNea. Penrith) 
Tola: £360 £130 MQ £230 Dual Forecast 
£3080 Conpiaar Straight Forecast £*55. 
Trteari: £8777. 

3J0: 1- CHIPPHJ OUT (P Csttarry) 2- 
1 fear; 2 Rye Croaatag 4-1 ; 2 Fiyra> SMet- 
■ta 9-2. 11 ran. 0 dtot (Marita Hxtunter. 
Uheraton) IbtK £360; ClSO £200 £150 
Dual Forecast: £770 (tamper Strait 
forecast £Vt29k 

4.00; 1.TDPOTHENORTKRACMG (B 
Qatton}5-1;2HobbaChotoa9-2-,3.Pop- 
pyte Dream 7-2 7 ran. S^far Sprites pH) 
*, B fP Beaianont Bandafa y ) Tbte: 
£800; £3.70 £220 OF: CBJOC^: £2007. 
Tito! £1070 

Jackpot £7)10000 (part won. pool of 
EA0B5D1 carried toward to Worcester to- 
day) 

Ptoeapot £7220 Quatfewt £1030 
Pteca B: £31471032 Pteca B; £1032 


FA Cup first round 

13 BtackpoalvBlylh Spartans — . 

14 Brantford v Coichsator 

15 OerMa v Wigan 

IBCBrahatatavSBwnage 

17 ChastorfleU v Norlhwrich 

18 Enter v Northampton 

19 Hantapool v Macdesfiald 

20 Hul v Hadneaforo 

21 Ktagl, Lynn v Bromsgrove 

22 Uncota City v Gainsborough — 

23 Luton v Torquay.-. 

24 Moracambe v Emtoy 

25 Ottran v Mansflrid. - 

26 Plymouth v Cambridge Utd 

27 Preston v D oncaster 

26 Rochdale v Wrexham — „ 

2B Rottwrimm v Burtey 

30 Scunthorpe « Scarborough.-.- X 

31 Shramtuy v Qfensby i 

32 Southport v Ybric 2 

33 Wbldng v Southend 2 

34 Wycombe v Basingstoke 1 


BelTs Scottish League 
Premier Division 



1 

37 Duntarrriww ¥ Hbarrian 

38 Heartav St Johnstone — 

.1 

1 

3S Klmamock w Dundee Utd — 

...2 

First Division 

1 



42 Hamftton v Fatdrk 

1 


Second Division 

1 


. ..._.1 


-..1 


49 Stranraer v bnemesa CT 

M..1 


Four draws: HkJddarsfiold v flaadng Uc 
ton v Tbrou3*> Sctmhorpe w Scarborough. 
Stirftq v ParBck. 

Fin awraya: M dd ta breugh. S taw nag o. 
Southend, Rangers, Raith. 

Ttai homas: Charttcm. Sheffield Uld, &wrt- 
tonl EteteL Otctam. Plymouttv Wycombe, 
CeMe. OuidR LhringBton. 


JT 

\Y 
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Leonard believes in 
rookie revolution 


First rugby union 
principles dictate that 
experience counts for 
everything in the 
mysterious underworld 
of the front row, but 
England have flown in 
the face of orthodoxy by 
throwing two rookies 
into this Saturday^ Test 
with Australia. 

Chris Hewetr chews the fat 
with Will Green, Andy 
Long and the old-stager, 
Jason Leonard. 


“You win nothing with kids,” 
pontificated Alan Hansen, the 
celebrated know-all from An- 
field, in ihe course of a now in- 
famous Match of the Day 
pronouncement a couple of 
seasons back. Embarrassingly 
for him, Manchester United’s 
pre-pubescent pearls proceed- 
ed to win the Premiership title 
at acanter and in so doing, they 
dealt a fatal blow to the obso- 
lete “age before talent” phi- 
losophy that has crippled 
England’s sporting progress 
for more decades than anyone 
cares to remember. 

The cricket selectors ac- 
knowledged the sea-change by 
picking a teenager, Ben Hol- 
lioake, at Test level last summer. 
Now the rugby men are at it, 
naming five youthful new caps 
for this weekend's intriguing 
confrontation with Lhe Walla- 
bies. What is more, two of 
them will perform in the stem, 
savage arena of the front row 
- until now, a place for grown- 


up greybeards rather than ju- 
niors bearing the last traces of 
bum-fluff. 

According to the tradition- 
alists- and there arc still plen- 
ty to be found in the corridors 
and committee rooms of TWck- 
enham — prop forwards arc 
meant to put in a good seven 
or eight years at the coalface be- 
fore even dreaming of a first cap 
and a few free nights in the Pe- 
tersham HoteL Will Green, 
the 24-year-old tight-head spe- 
cialist from Wksps, has bucked 
the trend in only bis second full 
season of top-flight dub rugby. 

A fast mover, eh? Not as fast 
as Andy Long, the Bath hook- 
er with whom Green will spend 
Saturday afternoon in exceed- 
ingly dose proximity. Long has 
played six - yes, six- Premier- 
ship games in a fimt-dass career 
stretching all the w ay back to, 
um, September. Last season, 
the outsized 20-year-old was 
training with the West Country 
kingpins but playing for 
Bournemouth, his home dub, 
in the South West Huo East di- 
vision of the Courage Cham- 
pionship. For the uninitiated, 
that is somewhere down near 
the earth’s core. 

“When I got to Bath there 
were five or six hookers already 
in situ, so opportunities were 
obviously going to be few and 
far between,” Long said yes- 
terday. “I was quite happy to 
train at the Recreation Ground 
bur I needed to play as well, so 
after discussing my position 
with the coaches, it was agreed 
that I should go back home at 
weekends for a run-around. 

“This season, it's been dif- 
ferent. Gare f h Adams had re- 


tired through injury, Graham 
Dawe had packed in as well and 
Neil McCarthy had .moved to 
Gloucester^ What was : more, 
Ffederico Mendfez was strug- 
gling with injury. 1 knew Mark 
. Regan (the England inwiw^b fnt 
and a Lion in South Africa.) was 
going to sigh, so competition 
was bound to remain intense. 
There was just less of it in the 
numerical sense. 

“The dub gave me an ear- 
ly chance and the great thing 
about Bath is the feet that if you 
play well enough, you keep your 
place. Sure, I've played only a 
handful of big game*;, but 
they've been against some of 
the best hookers Britain has to 
offer — Phil John, Jonathan 
Humphreys, Barry W illiams - 
and of course, Fm up agains t 
Mark every day of the week in 
training. Our next meeting 
should, be a real barrel of 
laughs." 

If Long has been fast- 
tracked - Jacques Vflleneuve 
would have struggled to cover 
a similar distance at the same 
speed - Green’s prospects have 
been the subject of enthusias- 
tic debate for rather longer. A 
career tight-head who joined 
Wasps from school, he picked 
up the tricks of the trade from 
Jeff Probyu, whose unique ap- 
proach to scrummaging - and, 
some would say, the wholesale 
circumvention of rugby’s rule- 
book - frustrated French, Ar- 
gentinian, New Zealand and 
Australian front rows for six 
hugely entertaining years. 

“Jeff was pretty cagey when 
he was still Ink-choice at Wfcsps, 
but he let me into a secret or two 
after packing it in,” recalled 



Green. “I wouldn’t say 1 ex- 
pected to get the nod for this 
match, even though I’ve been 
part of the national set-up for 
a while, but now it’s happened, 
I'm looking forward to getting 
stuck in. Scrummaging is a key 
phase now and that should be 
fine by any prop. You have to 
love the set-pieces because it's 
where you earn your corn. 1 * 


No one loves the eyebaQ-to- 
eyeball physically of the senna 
mare * than Jason Leonard, 
capped 55 times and very much 

the main man in the eyes nf h jc 

youthful confre r es. On the face 
of it; tiie 18-stone Harlequin will 
have bis work cut out against the 
Wallabies. Not only must he 
mnse the newboys through their 
ordeal, but do so while reac-. 


quainting himself with the pecu- 
liar dynamics of life cm the loose- 
head ride of the front row - a 
position be has not filled under 
Tkst conditions since 1995. No 
problem, insisted Jase 3S he in- 
troduced tmnsetf to taislatest part- 
ners at Roehampton yesterday. 

“1 consider myself a loose- 
head prop first and foremost, so 
Fm glad to be back there. Any- 


way, Will deserves the tight- 
head spot the way he’s been 
playing. What will I say to the 
two of them on Saturday? I'll 
have a quiet word, I suppose, 
but I want them to go out and 
play their natural games. They 
don’t need me to hold their 
hands; they’ve been selected and 
that’s good enough for me. 

“'My only advice will be: “Get 


RFU calls in head-hunters for Twickenham appointment 


The Rugby Football Union has 
appointed a leading recruit- 
ment firm to help find Twick- 
enham's first chief executive. 
The London-based Heidrick 
and Struggles will work along- 
side the RFU, and its recently 
appointed interviewing panel, 
a group that includes Giff Brit- 
tle, the management board 
chairman, Fran Cotton, the 
national playing committee 
vice-chairman, and Nigel Wray, 
Saracens' owner. 

The new arrival, who will 
probably start work in January, 
succeeds Tony Hallett, the act- 


ing chief executive who re- 
signed three months ago after 
English rugby s bitter feud be- 
tween elute and RFU ended. 

Tthe appointment of a high- 
ly qualified chief executive is 
key to our future plans," Brit- 
tle said. “The person we select 
will be an experienced and and 
successful senior manager in 
business, capable of playing a 
pivotal role in managing and 
developing what is now a ma- 
jor burin ess in its own right.” 

Mark Regan, the axed Eng- 
land hooker, has an immediate 
chance to prove Clive Wood- 


ward, the England coach, 
wrong when he lines up for 
Bath against Tbnga tonight 

Regan missed out on Eng- 
land recognition behind Ws 
dub colleague Andrew Long 
and Leicester rival Richard 
Cocke rill against Australia at 
Twickenham this weekend. He 
packs down in a Bath eight, 
which indudes internationals 
Kevin Yates and John Maflett in 
the front row, the lock Martin 
Haag, the flanker Eric Peters 
and the No 8 Steve Ojomoh. 

The game is Tbnga’s final 
warm-up fixture before they 


tackle Wiles at Swansea on 
Sunday. 

Southern hemisphere 
unions are planning action to 
halt the drain of leading play- 
ers to northern hemisphere 
dubs after a meeting of offitiak 
from South Africa, Argentina, 
Australia and New Zealand in 
Buenos Aires over ihe weekend. 

“The matter will be ^ven top 
priority,” Rian Oberholzer, 
chief executive of the South 
African Rugby Football Union, 
said yesterday on his return 
from the meeting. M We will be 
holding in-depth discussions to 


devise mechanisms to keep top 
players in their home countries.” 

Argentina and South Africa 
have been particularly hard hit 
by departures. Gariy Fagel, 
the Springbok prop, joined 
Northampton, earlier this 
mouth; while the new South 
African coach, Nick Maflett, had 
three meetings with the in- 
ternational lock Fritz van Heer- 
den to try to dissuade him from 
joining Leicester. Maflett failed 

The pair joined a steady 
haemorrhaging of- South 
African talent Ftangois Pienaar 
■ and Joel Stransky left for Eng- 


land ayear ago and among oth- 
er South African internationals 
playing in Europe are the loose 
forward Rudolf Straeuli, the 
hooker John Allan and the 
full-back Gavin Johnson. 

SARFU have already said 
anyone playing in the northern 
hemisphere wlli not be consid- 
ered for international selection. 
They also considered enforcing 
a 180-day qualification period 
before alimring "Vfen Heerden to 
turn out for Leicester. The rule 
is laid down in International 
Rugby Football Board regula- 
tions on player movements. 


Jon Sleightholme, out of favour 
with both Bath and England, yes- 
terday agreed a three-year deal 
with Northampton for an undis- 
closed sum. The right wing's 
move to Franklins Gardens 
means the Saints can field in- 
ternational threequarteis from 
three of the four home nations. 

Sleigbtholme was placed on 
the transfer list by Bath almost 
a month ago after the dub 
bluntly informed him that he 
was not considered a part of 
their long-term plans. Yet Bath 
were well aware of his potential 


market value and put a six- 
figure price tag on Ids head. 

Cardiff, the biggest spend- 
ing of the Welsh clubs, ex- 
pressed an immediate interest 
but told Bath they were asking 
“silly money” for the 25-year- 
old former teacher. Northamp- 
ton, who have just made a 
substantial investment in the . 
services of Gary PageL the 
South African prop, were not 
so hesitant, although they re- 
fused yesterday to discuss the 
details of Sleigbtholme’s move. 

- Chris Hewett 


Hoddle rules out Ferdinand 
role as World Cup sweeper 


Rio Ferdinand has come 
a long way in a short 
time, but thoughts of 
the West Ham defender 
being England’s sweeper 
in the World Cup finals 
are premature. 

Guy Hodgson was at 
Bisham Abbey to hear 
Glenn Hoddle pour cold 
water on a change of 
tactics for France. 


As a player Glenn Hoddle was 
hoisted on lop of one or two 
bandwagons, and yesterday the 
England coach moved quickly 
to apply the brakes on anoth- 
er. Rio Ferdinand, he con- 
tends, will be a good player, but 
maybe he has not arrived yet. 

Ferdinand, young; gifted 
and centre-back, stood out in 
training at Bisham Abbey yes- 
terday as any 19-year-old aim- 
ing to be counted among the 
cream of Lhe country’s foot- 
ballers should. He was not 
gauche, cowed or out of his 
depth as England prepared to 
meet Cameroon on Saturday. 


It was not his defending 
that marked him out as special 
- Gareth Southgate, Sol 
Campbell, to name but two, ex- 
celled in that department - but 
his use of the ball in possession. 
He looked the epitome of the 
sweeper Hoddle is looking for 
to swiftly change defence into 
attack. The irony is that the 
youth who has defied time to 
arrive so soon might have too 
little of it left to become a fix- 
ture by next summer's World 
Cup finals. 

If he had 14 games to ex- 
periment with instead of six, 
Hoddle said, he could risk a new 
system whereby the third central 
defender becomes lhe offensive 
starting point. “But to play a real 
sweeper, someone who can 
come out with the ball like Ger- 
many’s Matthias Sammer, I'm 
not so sure we’ve got the time. 
Maybe Rio in the future, but I 
think seven months is probably 
going to be too quick.” 

Ferdinand was removed 
from one England squad be- 
cause of a drink-driving offence, 
a lesson amid others the West 
Ham player needs to absorb, ac- 
cording to Hoddle. “He can hit 


it right to left 60 yards, but Tm 
not sure he can go left to 
right,” he said. “He’s young, 
he's got time to learn ” As for 
off the field: “We are keeping 
an eye on him.” 

There will be just as much 
attention on his play, too, be- 
cause a lack of time to build tac- 
tics around him does not mean 
Ferdinand will not be included 
in the 22 for France. On the 
contrary, Hoddle was yesterday 
throwing open the doors to 
players aspiring on the fringes. 

Liverpool’s Jamie Red- 
knapp and Michael Owen, who 
will train with the squad this 
week, are just two of the “35 or 
36” players in Hoddle’s mind. 
The lesson be had learned in 
last summer's Tournoi, he said, 
is not to think in terms of a 
dream team. And if the first 11 
cs not settled, the final party for 
France is nowhere near. 

“You need a spine in a team 
but going into a World Cup it 
would be a mistake thinking you 
have a best 11,” he said. “The 
reason is that you reach the 
quarter or semi-finals and 
you’re never going to get that 
team. Suddenly two get in- 



Brown’s fringe players 
face formidable French 


Bade to basics: Glenn Hoddle (left) and Rio Ferdinand in 
training at Bis ham Abbey yesterday A1 (sport 


- jured and two get suspended 
and you can feel in a negative 
mood 1 don’t want to send that 
message to my players." 

That spine probably indudes 
Tony Adams, whose right ankle 
in jury has forced him to with 
draw from Saturday’s game . 
amid talk of the Arsenal de- 
fender needing another opera- 
tion and a six- week lay-off. The 
news of Teddy Sheringham's 
knee, which was the subject of 
Alex Ferguson’s concern last 
■weekend, was likewise Dot good. 

Hoddle will talk to the Man- 
chester United manager about 
tbe striker this afternoon when 


the telephone bill is unlikely to 
be piffling, because Unitafs 
PaulScholes (chest cold), Gary 
Neville (bamkriog) and Nicky 
Butt (aim) are the other players 
causing concern. 

Their potential loss is an- 
other’s gain, as Hoddle wants his 
players to be scrambling over 
each other to get to France. 
“That’s the challenge I’ve laid 
down to tbe players: give me the 
biggest headache they can,” he 
said. 

No one will be happier than 
the England coach if he is 
reaching for the aspirin on Sat- 
urday night. 


Lazio put £5m price tag on Gasiraghi as Rovers ponder player's demands 


Only Brazil ooukl have 
presented Scotland with 
a more formidable test 
than World Cup hosts 
France. 

Phif Show, in Saint- 
Etienne, sets the scene 
for tonight's friendly 
with a lot at stake. 


Scotland arrived in this grey in- 
dustrial city yesterday to find, 
like W C Fields in Philadelphia, 
that it was dosed. Armistice 
Day, rather than any lorry-dri- 
vers’ blockades, accounted for 
the subdued welcome, but Craig 
Brown is anticipating tbe storm 
after the calm in the Geoffroy- 
Guichard Stadiaxn tonight. 

The encounter with. France 
will, the Scotland manager be- 
lieves, be an unusually com- 
petitive friendly -As World Cup 
hosts, Aimfi Jacquet’s team 
did not have to go through the 
rigours of qualifying. They were 
therefore keen to pit themselves 
against opponents who would 
not treat the game as a glori- 
fied training exercise. 

That is where the Scots - 
seen here as “7 ypiquement Bri- 


tanmque ’'- came in. Without a 
match until .late March, when 
Denmark visit Glasgow, they 
jumped at the opportunity to 
test themselves against high- 
quality opposition, and in par- 
ticular to see how certain fringe 
candidates might fare. 

At least three players more 
accustomed to warming the 
bench - David Weir, Billy 
McKinlay and goalkeeper Ned 
Sullivan - are likely to be in the 
starting line-up. There may also 
be a debut, in a cameo role, for 
Matt Elliott. Leicester's Lon- 
don-born defender qualifies for 
Scotland because bis late grainy 
was from Partick. 

Wfeir, set to win his third cap 
os replacement for the injured 
Colin Hendry, has been out- 
standing in the Premier Divi- 
sion. “Hearts didn’t get to be 
top of the league with a weak 
central defence ” Brown said. 

McKinlay has played 21 
times for his country, mostly as 
substitute, but is now ear- 
marked to deputise for the ab- 
sent Paul Lambert as midfield 
anchor man. Brown is excited 
by the Blackburn player’s abil- 
ity to drive forward and score. 

David Hopkin, who pos- 
sesses a similar knack, is also 


■▼a 


Jason Leonard (tight) relishes fating Australia on Saturday with new partners* tight head Will Green (left) and hooker Andy Long Photograph: PerarJ^r 


out there and bust a gut. Don’t 
save anything for thfe last 10 min- 
utes because a Test goes so 
quickly you’ll miss it Run until 
you drop and scrummage until 
your shoulders fall off.’ Above - 
all, they should enjoy the expe- 
rience. For all my years in the 
tfam, I'm really excited about 
Saturday. If I'm right up for it, 
they must be feeling fantastic.” 


Sleightholme move bolsters % 
Northampton back division 


Blackburn Rovers have been told 

they can have Pierluigi Casiraghi 

for £5m. But the Lazio striker’s 
personal demands of £28,000 a 
week on a three-year contract, 
which would bring the dub’s ex- 
penditure on the deal to £9m, 
may, as reported yesterday, 
prove a stumbling Mock. 

Rovers' owner. Jack Stalker, 
is reludgnt to break the dub’s 
wage structure, and a leading 
Italian agent has said that Casir- 
aghi has also been in talks with 
another Premiership dub. so the 


player’s future remains far from 
settled. 

Gerry Francis, whose situa- 
tion as Tottenham manager be- 
came even more desperate 
following Saturday’s 4-0 defeat 
at Liverpool, denied yesterday 
that he is set to replace Stewart 
Houston as Queen’s Park 
Rangers' manager. 

“Stories linkin g me with 
Queen’s Park Rangers are total 
rubbish and a complete fabri- 
cation," said Francis, who was in 
charge of QPR from 1991 to 


1994. “I have not had any con- 
tact whatsoever with anybody 
from the dub.” 

Alan Curbishley, tbe Chad- 
ton manager, has emerged as 
Houston’s most likely successor. 
Although QPR fans want FVan- 
cis to return, moves have begun 
to lure Curbishley, with an offi- 
cial approach imruineoL 

Houston believes that be 
and his assistant, Bruce Rioch, 
were sacked to appease impa- 
tient shareholders. The axe fell 
24 hours before the Rangers 


chairman, Chris Wright, was 
due to face last night's annual 
general meeting of Loftus Road 
pic, the bolding company which 
also embraces Wasps rugby 
union dub. 

“With thar meeting coming 
up, perhaps I shouldn’t have 
been too surprised,” Houston 
said. In business these days pop- 
ple demand success right away ” 

Rot Atidnson has ruled him- 
self out of the running for the va- 
cant Sheffield Wednesday post. 
The former Coventry manager. 


who left Wednesday in acrimo- 
nious circumstances in 1991 to 
take over at Aston Villa, said: “I 
have had no contact with anyone 
from Sheffield Wednesday and 
I will not become the next 
Wednesday manager." 

The former England man- 
ager Bobby Robson, currently 
the director of recruitment at 
Barcelona, has been linked with 
an imminent return to one of his 
former dubs. Sporting Lisbon, 
as technical director. 

-Alan Nixon 


Houghton expected to be fit 


The veteran Reading midfield- 
er Ray Houghton missed yes- 
terday's training session in 
Dublin as the Republic of Ire- 
land began their preparations 
for Saturday's World Cup play- 
off second leg against Belgium 
in Brussels. 

Houghton, 35, picked up a 
heel injury in the Royals' 1-0 
win over Stockport at Elm Park 
last Saturday. But the Repub- 
lic's manager, Mick McCarthy, 


is confident that the former 
Liverpool man will recover and 
be ready to join the party that 
flies to Brussels tomorrow. 

"The pressure will be on 
.Belgjum as they are expected 
to win after their 1-1 draw in 
Dublin in the first leg,” Mc- 
Carthy said. “The fact that 
they have scored the away goal 

takes the pressure off us, but we 
know we can win this game and 

that they can throw it away." 


certain to figure at some stage. 
The Leeds captain has had 
what Brown called, tongue 
slightly in cheek, “a magnificent 
international career- one-and- 
a-half competitive games, two 
goals”, yer needs to be viewed 
in more exalted company. 

Brown is sure France wfll 
provide that, despite the omis- 
sion of Dugarry, Lama, Loko 
and Karembeu, and media com- 
plaints that they are too dour. 
“Unless we’d gone to South 
America and played Brazil, this 
is the toughest fixture we could 
have chosen," he said. 

“We’re playing the World 
Cup hosts who went 30 games 
unbeaten not long ago and 
were only knocked out of Euro 
"96 on penalties in the semi-fi- 
nal. They’ll be one of the 
favourites next summer and jus- 
tifiably so- Nine of their squad 
play in Italy -guys like Djorka- 
eff, Descbamps and Desaifly - a 
where they’re key men. 

“I have to emphasise; this is 
France *97, whereas our prior- 
ity is France *98. But we’re play- 
ing an outstanding team and 
there wfll be a big, partisan 
crowd, so it should give us a ter- 
rific yardstick." 

Scotland’s record under- 
Brown stands at 16 wins, three 
defeats and 18 clean sheets in 

24 competitive games. Tw 
have fared less weU in friend. 

hes, winning four and losing sev- 
en out of 12, though that, he 
would doubtless argue, is what 
occasions like tonight are for 
gWCE £ 3 - 1 - 2 ) jpraSbU. bJuL 
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Rusedski stutters on 
return of Rafter jinx 


Greg Rusedski made a 
disappointing start to 
the ATP Tour World 
Championship yesterday, 
losing In three sets to 
Australians Patrick 
Rafter. Pete Sampras, 
#the world No I, also lost 

■ «n three sets, to Spaing 
Carlos Moya. But the 
Briton’s challenge is not 
over yet, as John Roberts 
explains from Hannover. 


It is time for a spot of 
philosophising. As ft te Sampras 

knows only too well, it is possi- 
ble to lose a match in the round- 

robin phase of the ATP Tour 
Championship and still leave 
with the trophy and the cheque. 


The American world No 1 
did precisely that a year ago 
here, losing to Boris Becker in 
the group competition and 
then defeating the German in 
five sets in the final. 

Greg Rusedski, Britain’s 
first representative in the Tour 
finale, might take some con- 
vincing after his experience 
yesterday in losing yet a g ^in to 
Australia’s Patrick Rafter. If it 
is of any consolation to Rused- 
ski, Sampras far more 
errors in losing to Carlos Moya 
from Majorca, 6-3, 6-7, 6-2. 

The problem is that Rused- 
ski and Sampras play each oth- 
er this afternoon in a match in 
which defeat for one of them 
would leave their prospects of 
qualifying for the semi -finals in 
the balance. 

Rusedski, beaten in four 
sets by Rafter in the United 


Hingis misses out on 
Frankfurt date with Graf 


Martina Hingis has conquered 
all comers in a spectacular rise 
to the top rank in women's ten- 
nis, but the 17-year-old Swiss 
. will have to wait a little longer 
before getting her chance to 
take on her illustrious prede- 
cessor, Steffi Graf. 

Hingis, in New York, to pro- 
mote next week's season- 
ending Chase Championships 
at Madison Square Garden, w3S 
surprised to hear yesterday 
that Graf had withdrawn from 
next month’s Masters of Cham- 
pions invitational exhibition 
tournament in Frankfurt 
Graf who beat Hingjs in five 
sets last year in the Chase final 
had been expected to make her 
competitive return since having 
knee surgery in June. 

.“That's news for me,” Hingis 

SPORTS POLITICS 


said about Grafs withdrawal 
“It’s not official it’s just an ex- 
hibition but you want to see how 
she’s doing. You don't know if 
she’s going to come back and 
play welL You don’t know what 
to expect So I guess she’s go- 
ing to start in January now." 

Graf has been something of 
a phantom adversary for Hingis, 
who has been pestered with 
questions about whether her 
charge to No 1 was diminished 
by the German's absence. “Of 
course, I don’t want to hear 
from everybody, ‘you're only the 
No 1 because she’s not playing.’ 
But 1 think I have a very good 
relationship to the other play- 
ers and they respect me as I am. 
I won three Grand Slams, so 
there is nothing you can have 
against that" 


States Open final in September, 
appeared to have put that 
behind him yesterday as be 
dominated the opening set 
Serving with such confidence 
that he conceded only five 
points in five service games, the 
only concern for Rusedski and 
his supporters was that he was 
riot converting opportunities on 
the Australian’s serve. 

Eventually, on his sixth 
breakpoint, Rusedski made the 
decisive early break, playing a 
forehand half-volley which gave 
Rafter little option bat to 
deposit a forehand in response 
into the net. Rusedski then 
served out the set, 6-4 after 39 
minutes. 

That accomplished, Rused- 
ski appeared secure enough un- 
til the fourth game of the 
second set in which he expe- 
rienced the rare occurrence of 
having . his service broken to 
love. Rusedski and most ob- 
servers; would' argue that the 
Britoirriid win a point with an 
ace for 15-30, but the shot was 
called out and from that point 
RusedskP s game slowly began 
to disintegrate while Rafter’s 
gained momentum. 

Having created so many 
chances in the opening set, 
Rusedski was unable to manu- 
facture one in the next two. 
Rafter, by contrast, was treat- 
ing the spectators to the flair 
that made him such a popular 
winner at New York’s Flushing 
Meadow. “He got hot when be 
needed to," Rusedski said. “He 
deserved to win.” 

The one break in the second 
set was sufficient for him to 
level 6-3, after 68 minutes and 
he broke Rusedski for 3-2 to 
g?m the initiative in the derid- 
ingseL -‘ 

Where Rusedski and Rafter 
were concerned, the fact that 
the concrete court played 



Greg Rusedski feels the pressure against Patrick Rafter yesterday Photograph: Allsport 


rather slowly was evened out by 
the similarity of their styles as 
attacking players. Sampras, on 
the other hand, considered 
himself to be at a distinct dis- 
advantage against Moya, one of 
the Spanish baseline rs. Sam- 
pras’s discomfiture was demon- 
strated in the number of times 
he had to change his rackets 
because of broken strings or the 
fear that strings were dose to 
breaking. 


“Carlos served well and hit 
some big gro undies,” Sampras 
acknowledged, “but the court 
is slow and it gives him more 
time. 

“His topspin shots on this 
court are bouncing very high, 
so its not easy to come in 
against him. The balls they are 
using here makes it very diffi- 
cult to end the point They get 
extremely chewed up and very 
heavy. The only good thing is 


that my arm is great I frit no 
pain whatsoever. There's some- 
thing positive.” 

It is perhaps as well that 
Sampras had some source of 
consolation after making 50 
unforced errors and finding 
himself outsmarted on the 
serve by the player he defeat- 
ed in the final of the Australian 
Open in January. 

TODAY'S ORDER OF PLAY: Ftoceddd v 
Sampras; J Etyorkman [Swe) v Y KafeWcov 
(ftjsJ; Moya v Rafter 


British athletes animated by Disney deal as Government invests £9m in training camp 


Britain’s Olympic medal hopes 
have received a boost with the 
announcement of a £9m deal 
which will send athletes to pre- 
pare alongside America’s finest 
and in Walt Disney's backyard. 

The British Olympic Asso- 
ciation yesterday announced a 
12-year agreement, worth 
around £750,000 a year, for top 


competitors from all Olympic 
sports to enjoy warm-weather 
training and facilities at Dis- 
ney’s Wide World of Sports 
complex in Orlando, Florida. 

As a second part of the 
deal the Orlando Regional 
Health System will provide 
back-up treatment for injuries 
as well as supply rehabilitation 


SPORTING DIGEST 
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Delight turns to disaster 


Delight over a first-day defeat 
of Pakistan in the men’s world 
team championship turned to 
co ncern in Kuala Lumpur yes- 
terday when England’s first 
and second strings, Simon 
Parke and Peter Marshall col- 
lapsed against Canadian op- 
position as England lost 2-1. 

As if to compound the dis- 
aster in British terms, the sec- 
ond qualifying day also saw 
Scotland losing to Malaysia 
and Wales going down to Aus- 
tralia. Only Ireland managed a 
win, their second in Pool F, 
beating Brazil 3-0. 

Scotland must be rueing 
again their failure to persuade 
the world No 2 Peter Nicol to 
their cause. “With Peter in the 
side we migh t have been medal 
contenders,” Alan Thomson, 
the Scottish captain, said. “In- 


stead we are figh ting for survival 
without him because he wants 
to protect himself for the world 
circuit.” 

Same of Nical’s self-concern 
may be justified if England’s 
performance yesterday is a 
guide. Marshall lost 9-2, 9*7, 9-2 
in 41 minutes to Graham Ry- 
ding, the Canadian second 

string, looking desperatefy tired 
despite four days’ rest since he 
lost in the semi-finals of the 
World Open Championship. 

Parke was reduced to bang- 
ing his head against the court 
walls between the last few 
points of his 58-minute 9-1, 
9-5, 10-8 defeat by Jonathon 
Power, whom Marshall had 
beaten on his way to last week’s 
semi-finals. Only Chris Wilker 
won for England beating Gary 
%ite 9-2, 9-1, 9-2in 19 minutes. 


Organisers fear shark attacks 




S wimming' s governing body,. 
Fina, has ordered the use of- 
spotter. planes and armed 
.scuba. divers to protect com- 
petitors in the long-distance 
ocean- events at next year’s 
Wyld Championships after a 
spate -'of. .shark attacks off 
'Western Australia.' 

Kevin Holtom, the race 
co-ordinator, said yesterday 
that local organisers in Pbrth 
had been told by worried offi- 
ciate, to. take every possible 
precaution against sharks. 

“We told them that each 
competitor wiD have their own 
support boat and there wiD also 
be back-up crews with fife boats 
{dinghiesj Well as 
Petals’ boats and media 
' helicopters," Holtom said: 


“We also agreed to get a sur- 
veillance plane to fly overhead 
to look out for any sharks and 
even use a teamof scubadivers 
armed with spear guns.” . 

Holtom said officials were 
satisfied with tire organisers’ ex- 
isting precautions but became 

alarmed after seeing reportsof 
three recent attacks. He said the 
extra precautions were mainly 
to ease the fears of the com- 
petitors themselves. 

The most serious incident 

occurred in August at the same 

site where the ocean racing 
events wifi be held when a 51- 
year-old man was attacked by 
B Great White shark. 

The World Championships 
are scheduled to take place 
from 8 to 18 January. 


and general health care. The 
Disney ate caters for 20 of the 
35 Olympic sports, with 10 oth- 
ers able to use general training 
facilities in the Florida sun. 

British competitors will re- 
ceive accommodation, meals, 
travel, training facilities and 
medical insurance for around 
£50 per person per day. The 


American football 
The San Francisco 49 ore took a gt- 
ant slap toward searing home field 
advantage in the NFC ptay-offe on 
Monday and damaged the Eases’ 
own post-saasor hopes with a 34-12 
victory *n PHadepNa The 49e^ who 
ctefrned their ninth straight wh fol- 
lowing an opening day defeat at 
■Jfcmp5 Bau dominated with their de- 
fence, sacking Eagles' tjjarterbacte 
eight times arforefLirs^ a fuTibte for 
a touchdwn to taka command ear- 
ty Philadelphia, who lost for the first 
trne at home and sixth IknB of toe sea- 
son, dropped into forth place in the 
NFC East 

NFL: PhiadetoNa iZSar Fiandsco 24, 

Badminton 

THAILAND OP3I (Bangkofo f*m round: 
O Ewe Hock (Mas) W UVtU fuo « «. 

1S-Z A TWraiataatai _ 
fcrafiht (Mgaria) 15-1 154; I AW _ 


iKokfltea) 
bf T Adrian 
lueson 
fi-3 Y 
(Thte) 15- 


ttT 

Kin (Mss) WA 
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Basketball 

The NBA yesterday formalyapprcnod 

the wJdtfen of Washington, DC and 
Detroit to the Womorfe NBA as ex- 
pansion teams for the 1998 season 
and announced that two adcttonal 
teams wi join the league for the 1999 
season. To accommodate the new 
teams; Houston w* relocate to the 
Western Conference, joining Los An- 
oetas, Phoenix, Sacramento and 
•UtahT WasNngfon and Detroit nil Wn 
Chartatla Ctevetand and New TbiK in 
the Eastern Conferenoa 
NBA: Tbronte SB San Antonio itt Portland 
80 Dstrort 82. 

Billiards 

RILEY NORTHERN OPEN (Mlddlee- 
Secand rant D Caustef "= 


ess 


BOA is determined to improve 
on Britain's disappointing 
showing in Atlanta, where the 
rowers Steve Redgrave and 
Matthew Pinsent won Britain’s 
only gold medal. 

Wricomiug the announce- 
ment, the Sports Minister, Iboy 
Banks, sakt ‘There is something 
about the winning of medals - 


season friendy against Thai Farmers. 
Stave &J wi be out of action for two 
months, after undergoing sugary on 
akmainjLryTheWWvesanaftxTner 
England strker wl have a bony spur, 
wneti has been affecting his left patel- 
lar tendon, removed . 

West Bromwich Afcion are to aBow 
Shane Nicholson to continue to train 
with the dub, despite the defenders 
posHrve test last month tor arnphet- 
amina The 27-year-oW, charged wfth 

misconduct by the FbotbaS Associa- 
tion and suspended by his cUx 
(aces an attended ban. 

Botton yesterday signed the Finnish 
Under-zl goafceeper Jissi Jaaske- 
ttenen from VPS Nfoasa. The 22-year- 
old has signed a toree-and-ahao year 
contract with Wanderers tor an rftal 
fee of CfOOfioa rising to £350000 de- 
pencflng orv appearances made 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP Fixture 
chan ge s : Sun S Feb: Arsenal v Chetaea 
{from 7 Feb). Man 2 Rbr. West Hebti v Ar- 
aerad |6wn 28 Rad). 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Fix- 
ture ch a n g es Set 22 Hew Postponed: 
Portsmouth » Wttum ca^^pey. 

Frt e Feb: Leyton Ghent v Petsrboto u gi 
(from 7 Febl ■ 

MONDAYS LATE RESULTS: FA Carfina 
Pi u tn ta i sh i p: Leicester 0 Wimbledon LUnP 


whether it be at the Olympics or 
World Championships - that 
gives the whole nation a lift and 
the Government, on behalf of 
the people, will play its part in 
the investment required.’’ 

Banks said there would be 
an announcement on Friday 
about the structure of the long- 
delayed British Academy of 


deal wflh Oen Qd angle Melt WNsfcy 
for the next three years. This seasons 
ww n Hs on April Tt 
TOUR MATCH mtorrfe. Frt: Ranch Ear 
barters 40 Sou* Africa 22. 

Squash 

Anthony HE at AustnSa, nas yesterdw 
banned by the Pratessiofiaj Squash Arao- 


Sport which, he said, would 
work alongside the facility m 
Orlando to the benefit of 
British Olympians. “The need 
to provide the best for our 
sportsmen and women is cru- 
cial to the country's success in 
major competitions and the 
Government welcomes the 
BOA’s initiative he said. 

TODAY'S 
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Bowls 

MEN’S PAIRS Ua™ym 
j&uj fR Batteraoy ana G ! 
hnd (BMorlayandD Holt) 2MSc 
HardngandJ 
pttachounnd „ 

Uabenhal and G 

Noon aid T MafiettJ 21 -a 

MEN'S TRIPLES Round owoc England 

3S5?esfsvB!s?at 

Ttameon and J Ross} 23-m Jwaey “ 
Syvn« and P LB Long and ' HadiMLs) 

(N Motet and R Brofwrt and S 
Simon) 25- 

Football 

Thai international strfcer Alfred Nafr- 
pong Striung on a two-week trial, 


PramtenNprLtecaste-OWfeTttedontUid- 
Bond H a gue Prandor Ohriaterr Emtey 1 
Gtensbcrough Trinity a FM DMaion: 
AMon l«d 3 Be*m Tom 4 Dr Martsna 
1 aagu a Ctn First round taeond tog: 
Gtoucastsr Sty 2 CMeriord Town D fsog. 

. Screwftx Direct League Premlw 
wan: Pctetpanad: Kaynaham v Cain a 
PonBne Loague neater Dtetetac Piwon 
Nbrtft Sid 3 iireipoo( a Avon teaurencu 
OombtetekM Ftnfi DMaiotc Luton 0 lp- 
swfch 3 (at HtsHn). Pottpansd: Bri tf rton 
v IMmUadon. FA tooth Cup Firet round: 
Burton ABfon 3 Boteonrlh Old 1: flbrning- 
ham City 1 0we .N a wa x toi 2; Slcte dry 
3 weaves o: WVcartJ* Vteidarere 2 CanSfT 
Ctfy 1; BoBon V fan derann Sc«boraudi2. 
Portuguese L ea gu e - . Berdea 1 vabrin 
(Uresaas a VteHNtete ttete Undar-18 Eo- 
ropee n^Om ii^onehip (Oteend): BeL 

Golf 

PING LEADERS OARD Leading World 
rerddnge: 1 A Sora nte aw (Sw) 46VS, 2 
KWBtelM 48136, 3 L Devise (Eng) 
35468. 4 K Flofettw ^JS) 32834, 9 L Neu- 
mann ‘ 

30933, 
ney A < 

(US) 16897, 12 rioter (U5l 16483 13 M 
AltredssanJ^a) vast 14 KLaptt (US) 
. T38flR w Toreen JUS) -Haai. IBM L da 
Lorend (R) WV4317 ATUutetm ttapan) 
IS 009 13 T Johnson (Era) S029 13 H 
Jones (US) 13223 2S MWtolcsi - 


datlon lor tun months of the PSA tour fro m 
the start of next montti and fried £203 mI- 
WteatingpnsWvefeirmartuwiateapfo- 
to aetonel league ma tsb rn Franco lost May. 
MENS WORLD TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(Kuala Lumpur): pool A: Pakistan 2 Ger- 
many 1: Canada 2 England 1 (JPoenrbt 
S Pa* 9-1 M xra G fty*» bt P Marshal 
S-2 9-7 G Waite loot to CWWcer 2-a 1- 
9 2-a. Pool B: Egypt 2 FWend 1; AuetiaBa 
3 VrOte <3 (R Eyles bt D Evans 4-0 9-» 9-7 
9^ B Marfo bt G Daviaa 9-1 90 9-3 C Row- 
land bt M Beniamin 9-1 9-4 9-0) Pool C: 
South Africa 2Rance l; New zoaiand 2 
Spaii Roof D: Matayeii 2 Stwbnd T (K Low 
blM Hateh 9^ 9-4 94L O Bang Hae tote S 
Carrie Sfl 94 14 Ml Y Kbk For bt D Hateh 
9-1 M7-B9<a; Sw ed en 3 A^entwatl Pool 
E: Nteteriande 2 Swttzartand 1; Denmark 
3 Stogapcre a Pool ft Auterte 2 Hona Ifono 
2; W?d3 Brazi 0 (D Ryan tat R Mori 9C 
9-2 9-2 M Cotfos bt T CebraJ 7-9 9-4 9-1 
B-Q, C Caifne bt L Antfee Cuut 9-4 10-8 3-9 
9-7), Ftool Gc My 2 Mgerte 1 ; MadcoS Por- 
tugal a Pool H: Nonuy 2 Japan: USA 2 
Swafcl 

Sumo 

KYUSHU GRAND TOURNAMENT (Rteuo- 


The number of goals 
scored by strtrer CoSn 
Cramb for Bristol City re- 
serves in the &0 win over 
Bristol Rovers reserves at 
Ashton Gate yesterday. 


Rl IfiBY LEAGUE 


Ferres stunned as 
Schofield steps in 


Huddersfield have begun to 
behave like a Super League 
dub before even becoming 
one by sacking their coach, 
Steve Ferres, and replacing 
him with Gany Schofield. 

Huddersfield, fast-tracked 
into Super League in place of 
Paris after finishing as run- 
ners-up in last season’s First 
Division, have dismissed Ferres 
with two years of his contract 
remaining, saying that they 
need a full-time coaching staff. 

Into the breach comes the 
former Great Britain captain, 
Schofield, and his assistant, Phfl 

\fehrars,wtowfll both remain cm 
the play ing register. The two will 

now spend time with the Bris- 
bane Broncos, whose coach, 
Wayne Bennett, is Veivers’ 
brother-in-law as well as a 
former Huddersfield player. 

Most Super League clubs 
sacked their coaches at some 
stage last season. “Coaching is 
not a secure job and 1 am the 
latest victim,” said Ferres, who 
was at Hunslet before taking 
charge at the McAlpine Stadir 
n m last October and leading 
them to the First Division 


SAILING 


Premiership ai OldTrafford last 
month. “Tb say that I am dev- 
astated is an understatement.” 

Australia have declared 
their controversial forward, 
Gorden Thllis, off limits to the 
media during the run-up to the 
deciding third lest at Elland 
Road on Sunday. 

Ihllis, the object of criticism 
after a rugged display at Old 
Trafford on Saturday, is the one 
Australian player nor available 
for interviews this week as his 
coach, John Lang, tries to take 
the pressure off him. Lang is 
confident of having Bradley 
Clyde available for the firet tune 
in the series as he has now 
recovered from a calf injury and 
started training. 

Great Britain report a clean 
bill of health and their coach, 
Andy Goodway, could today 
nam e his side, which is likefy to 
be unchanged. 

The Rugby League is in- 
vestigating the circumstances of 
the takeover of Batley, which 
saw the club’s chairman, Trevor 
Hobson, ousted at a share- 
holders* meeting last week. 

- Dove Hodftdd 


Frostad and Standbridge 
in sudden power surge 


A 24-hour shake-up saw the 
middle order turned upside 
down, tiie overall leader tearing 
his hair out near the bade, and 
Sweden’s Gunnar Krantz sailing 
even farther ahead on the fourth 
day of the4,600-mfle second leg 
of the Whitbread Race from 
Gape Tbwn to Fremantle. 

As in the first leg, the great 
escape from trouble has again 
been achieved by Norway’s 
Knut Frostad, who pushed In- 
novation Kvaemer up from 
sixth to second place. The 
British skipper Paul Standbridge 
was also on the move, as Toshi- 
ba climbed from eighth to third. 

All three leading boats were 
in the Roaring Forties, with 
Krantz ready to make the most 
of his dive to the south - and 


the 170-mile plus lead it has giv- 
en him - by turning east The 
Southern Ocean winds were 
driving him along three knots 
faster than anyone else. 

The middle order of Chessie 
Racing, Merit Cup, Brunei 
Suneigy and Silk Cut were all 
still suffering from calm patch- 
es. Meanwhile, Paul Cayard, the 
winner of the first leg* was 
lying uncomfortably in eighth 
place. 

WHITBREAD ROUW THE WORLD RACE 
(second tog, 4,600 ndee, Cape Town to 
Framsniln, Aus): Ltetd positions: 1 
Swedsh Merten (Swq) G Krantz 4jD20 mies 
to frtah; 2 kmouahon Kvaemer (Not) K 
Frostad 177 mles behind; 3 Toshiba (US) 
P StendbridgB 208; 4 Chessie Racing (US) 
M Fischer 217; S Merit Ctp (Monaco) Q Dal- 
ton 22fi; 6 Brunei Sunergy (Nethl H 
BouKhoUe 228; 7 Sfc Cut IGB) L Smtti 233 
8 EF Language (Swe) P Cayard 244: 9 EF 
Education (Swe) C Gutext 285. 

- Stuart Alexander 


BASKETBALL 

Tigers burning bright 


The former England interna- 
tional Paul James is wondering 
how much longer his Thames 
Wley Tigers team can continue 
surprise the opposition. Tigers 
are second in the Budweiser 
League to London Tbwers. 

“It suits me fine” says the 
Leicester-born James, who 
played for the local Riders and 
then Thames \hlley and made 
22 appearances for England. 
James took over as coach for 
Mick Bett in the summer after 
Tigers fafled to reach the play- 
ofls for the first time in 10 years; 

“1 keep reading we’re a sur- 
prise team but it’s no surprise 
to me. Let’s hope we can keep 


surprising the opposition. We 
had good teams here in the past 
and it's just been a matter of dis- 
cipline and getting guys to play 
to their strengths.” 

Tigeis’ American Tony Hol- 
ley won the League's Player of 
the Month award for September 
and James was named Coach of 
the Month for October. 

Their revival was under- 
lined before Sunday’s 100-86 
win over Sheffield Sharks, when 
the start had to be delayed be- 
cause fans were still queueing 
outside at their Bracknell 
venue. “If s been a while since 
that happened,” James said. 

Richard Taylor 
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Tennis 

ATP TOUR WOMJCHAMPIONSMP Ataa- 
navertAad Oraac C Mow BBi bt P Sam- 
(Aim? fat G 


1 32934, 9 LNau- 




VIA TOUR 
AVMO 


AsdOnux CMe 
»3 6-79«P 
(GB) 4-6 S -3 B- 4 . 


Jones (US) 13223 29 
Detected- 33 JMortM 
teBl(Sco)7BflA«l 
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Ice hockey 

MIL B*rwntcn 4 Bufteto4; NewJenayS 
NY islandera i; CaSgry i CNcego 1; St 
Louis 7 Oteha 1: Son Jose 6 Anansin A 


Rugby Union 

'nttMeh»Sevw& l onBaftriapre- 
nteMentehthBScottishrugfecal- 
sodar. is to be backed in a £25G£00 


,) feat round: M 
3er) M6- 
7-6 7-8; A 
7-8 6-1; AI 


. . DraoorT* (RonA 

6-4 6 - 1 ; L Bayrtonfl (US) bt HSUooa (Cz 
Rap) 6-3 &4 

GUARDIAN D 0 ECT BR 1 TI 91 NOWNAL 
CHAMPIOHStBPSnVftmf) Ua&s ten- 
deslkterouBdiPCVI Wfeten) DIM Haon 
*-6 78 6 - 4 ; D Saosford (Suroy) 
btj Fw !U«*T£tiirej 7 ^ 5 ^; P H«nd (Bertc- 
MR Maftosoo [V*w at ScoCarfj 6-3 
6 - 4 ; 0 Fraetove (Kent) bt A Fostsr (S^fart- 
stera) SB 62 7-0: TSatts (NortbliJ btU loe 
“ '&87-8; LMSgen 3*3dx)«JLayrie 

dwNcj fr4 64 : C UHnson (Haul 
tn PMagga (Aon) 326 - 2 . WohimJ 
flnt fOMKfc 9 Snteh bt H 

nj 6-3 0-6 6 - 3 : H Crook (Esaad bi 
LHart»rtWrttKfiNrrt6161:J'tertM5- 
cU) » l Canwm* Ofthmcttfirfl 7-8 m: 
L WbodrotfB (Suraw bt A jarsetoon) (Es- 
901 ) 38638 - 2 ; LANCDwon) btCSBBl (LA- 
fca) 7-5 8 - 2 : S-A Stock! (Dorste) bt C fyn 
(VftTWido] 6«7-6;KWteTwHctete(DQraeQ 
btV Deytea £S Wales) 63 6 £ K Crew (De- 
von) bi H Farr (Surroy) 6-3 7 - 6 . 
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coTm eeri rigyon with 
tkiyeni save 


b J Conference Call. Cor a free demonstration: 

freefone 0800 800 800 




P 



THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY / 

12 NOVEMBER 1997 / 


32/SPORT 










Formula One hands Schumacher a pointless punishment 


Formula One dispensed 
its peculiar brand of 
justice yesterday when 
Michael Schumacher 
was found guilty of 
deliberately turning into 
Jacques ViMeneuve at the 
Grand Prix of Europe, 
but escaped without a 
ban or a fine, while 
Williams and McLaren 
were cleared of colluding 
in the same race. 

The biggest surprise, 
however, was that anyone 
should be surprised by 
the outcome. 


Sweeteners all round. You can't 
get fairer than that. 

The verdict on Williams and 
McLaren was obvious once the 
decision on Schumacher had 
been announced at a World 
Council meeting of the sport's 
international governing body, the 
FIA, in Slough yesterday. It 
served to confirm suspicions 
the two cases were linked by 
more than the event at Jerez. 

, A smokescreen created by 
I the leaked tapes of pft-to-dri- 
f ver conversations during the 
grand prix and allegations of a 
Wfltiams-McLaren conspiracy 
to influence the title contest had 
apparently worked. Ferrari, 
said to have been involved with 
senior Formula One officials in 
the release of the tapes, were 
concerned with ensuring the 
availability of their No 1 driver 
for the start of next season and 
that was duly achieved. 

Max Mosley, president of the 
governing body, a lawyer and 
slrilte ri politicia n, said that lohan 
Schumacher from races next sea- 
son would have been “futile”. In- 
stead, the 28-year-old German 
wasstripped of his runner-up po- 
sition in the championship and 
committed to participate in a 
road safety campaign to be or- 
ganised by the FIA and the Eu- 


ropean Commission next year. 

Many observeis remain con- 
vinced Schumacher and Ferrari, 
major attractions in the For- 
mula One show, have been 
given preferential treatment 
and that Mosley and his cohorts 
have given a fresh meaning to 
the term “Giand Prix Circus.” 

Such distinguished figures as 
Jadde Stewart, three times wodd 
champion and now a team prin- 
cipal, had called for Schumach- 
er to be banned. But Modeysakt 
'fthbcxi&tbe act was apparently 
deliberate, itwas instinctive and 
not premeditated.’' 

He said the 24-strang coun- 
cil had considered a ban, but de- 
cided h would serve no purpose. 
“It would not be a deterrent in 
any sense because there is not a 
driver who would not do the 
same in 1998 if it meant being 
banned for races in 1999 but win- 
ning the championship in 1998.” 


ably contrite countenance and 
claimed he bad i»t got off light- 
ly. The worU champion of 1994 
and 1995 said: “For me it’s quite 
a tough dedskw losing my sec- 
ond place because for Ferrari to 
have second place in the cham- 
pionship means somethiqg. But 
I have to admit I made a mistake 
and I do accept the penalty. 

The last couple of weeks 
have been tough for me, not bav- 


I was confident I could do so. 1 
had some sleepless nights. I did 
not want to admit at the time 
what I had dose, but I am hu- 
man, I can make mistakes. I nev- 
er expected a ban because the 
accident happened in 1997. The 
people involved in the situation 
see it far less dramatically than 
the press. I saw Jacques after the 
race and we had a drink together. 
We had a good relationship and 
that has not changed.” 


BY DERICK ALLSOP 


MOTOR RACING CORRESPONDENT 


He claimed that had Schu- 
macher taken VQJeneuve out of 
the race the judgement would 
have been the same, thus hand- 
ing the title to the Canadian. 

Mosley said: “It's still a 
very serious matter and it's a 
major penalty we have im- 
posed. Schumacher did the 
wrong thing, obviously, but 
while he may be one of the 
greatest drivers of all time he is 
a h uman being and every now 
and then be will make a mistake. 
He admitted be did it deliber- 
ately but instinctively. Had he 
thought about it for one second 
he would have allowed VII- 
leneuve through.” 

The incident revived memo- 
ries of Schumacher s infamous 
dash with Damon Hill and Ade- 
laide three years ago, but Mosley 
insisted: That was a different 
type of accident-” 

Schumacher presented a suft- 


Schumacher said he would 
have been w illing to involve 
himself in a road safety cam- 
paign even had he not been re- 
quired to, but casting him in the 
role of model driver for the 
world’s young invited further 
ridicule on the authorities. 
Mosley responded: “His pres- 
ence will attract the attention 
of people, especially young 
people, to wear seatbelts.” 

The punishment baffled Da- 
mon H2L The Rngikhman had 
sat with the other drivers before 

the fateful race and listened to 
Mosley’s warning that anyone 
who transgressed wuid be dealt 
with severely. 

Hill said last night: “It doesn't 
sound as serious a punishment 
as we were led to believe by Max 
before the race. This just doesn’t 
seem to match up. As for 
Michael’s explanation that it 
was instinctive, weQ it’s also an 
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ACROSS 24 

I Solid jazz-fens are pros- 
perous people (3,4) 25 

5 Girl I have contracted with 
a formal letter (7) 

9 Giap on foot (9) 26 

10 Clergyman on horseback 

to go fester (3,2) 21 

II Beachcomber, with foot 
out, is less wet (5) 

12 Short-lived things — hear 1 
’em peep endlessly in the 
wild? (?) 2 

14 Unimaginative condition 
of the Ml, say? (14) 3 

17 Pilgrim today is so differ- 
ent — one might visit Giza 4 

(14) 

21 Open lines from Douglas, 5 
possibly? (4-5) 

23 Main arterial road carrying 
oxygen to distant parts (5) 6 


Independent understand- 7 
ing whai is first-class (5) • 

I, pampered and riven 8 

face-lift? Impossible plan! 
(4-5) 13 

Overpolite fellow, retired 


Overpolite feUow, retired 
general ... (7) 

—soldier in uniform (7) IS 


DOWN 

Walton's work in a number 16 
of keys? (6) 

Six in test is commonplace 18 

^o me, a burr is trouble- 19 
some in shrubbery (9) 
Ploughman with an inter- 
est in company? (1 1) 2D 

Fifth of November — and 
no old penny for the guy! 22 


Transposed and expressed 

CJolfee pomts to media 
having nothing on! (8) 
Here, lake-poet turned out 
without ale originally. Who 
authorized that? (5-6) 

Skye taking in chow, per- 
haps? There’ll be fierce 
competition (3-3-3) 

Gasp if fingers caught in- 
side top hoe, say? (8) 
Where girls’ exercises are 


done correctly (7) 
County losing tail gets a 


Lnrit on street is to play 25 


Spirit oi 

»<% (5) 


County losmg tail gets a 
fifty — that is showing a 
dream quality (7) 

Hear about winning medal 
for field event? (6) 

Cost of sting university in 

glen (5) 

Mate aboard ship a long 
time (3) 


instinctive thing ikH to do things 
in that way. Having his points 
taken away is like having your 
rubbish taken away from you. 
The points this year are of no in- 
terest at all to him.” 

NMri Lauda, the three-times 
former world champion, argued 
that Schumacher had been dealt 
with harshly. Tfs a hrutal deci- 
sion,” Lauda said. Tin sur- 
prised becaufe/ Schumacher,.- 
until Jerez, had had a good sea- 
son in difficult conditions. It . 
seems brutal to punish a mistake 
Bee this. I fear that if this type of 
decision becomes commonplace 
then people will lose interest in 
motor sport because spectacular 
manoeuvres will effectively be 
outlawed- Ftom now on, every 
overtaking move is a risk.” 

Mosley rejoined his col- 
Ifapwg |n ify- MU fftiarn S- 

McLaren case, and re-emerged 
to announce they had been 
cleared. It had been alleged 
they conspired to assist VQ- 
leneuve, who in turn allowed 

MrJ jtr ftn** Milra Halclrim».n and 

David Coukhard, through to 
take first and second places. 

Mosley said: The World 
Council is quite satisfied there 
was no arrangement between 
Williams and McLaren to fix the 
outcome. What did happen was 
that Williams approached 
McLaren and several other 
reams asking them not to in- 
terfere in the figh t between Vfl- 
jeneuve and Schumacher and 
this they agreed to do. 

“When it came to the end of 
the race. Williams’ sole concern 
was (hat Vflleneuve should fin- 
ish in the points which was all 
be needed to do to win the ti- 
de and they reminded him of this 
and were desperate he should 
not fight the McLarens in his 
damaged car. This scenario is 
very rare. 

“It's an extraordinary set of 
cir cumstances to have the lead- 
ing two raring wbeel-to-wbeel 
in foe last race but I can believe 
quite sincerely there was no 
arrangement to fix the race.” 



The verdict of 
the president; 


r jxtfih&ndfre and not 


Max Mosley on' 
Schumacher's coUision., 
with Villeneuve : 


There is no driver , 

compering in 1998 who. ^ 
would not be ready to 
accept the ban in 1999 . 
jf he could win the 
championship in 1998. 

It would not be a " 
deterrent in ony senses’ 
Mosley on why it 
would be futile* to ban 
Schumacher in 1998 


1 think it is perfectly 
dear that the race in 
Jerez was not fixed and 
no Formula One race 
has ever been fixecT 
Mosley ^ ■ 


Swishing second in the 
FIA championship is an 
amazing achievement and 
to have it taken away is 
a serious punishment? 
Mosley 


Serious mood: Michael Schumacher contemplates his controversial punishment at a press 
conference at RAC headquarters in Slough yesterday - Photograph: Allsport 


Revised 1997 final world' 
drivers’ championship 

1 J VOeneuw (Cart) Vfltan»flonaiA 
i Blpta (ctmnpien); 2 H Fren&sn (Bar) 
VManw-flena* 42; 3 J AW (B) 
Baneoan-ROTUA 36; 4 D CaAftsid 
(GB) McLaran-MarcwJos-36: 6 M 
HakMnsn (Ffci) McUren-Mwcedas Z7; 

6 G Bergor (Aut) BanettDn-ftmmZt27; 

7 E Irvfcta (GB) Forrarl 5»; 8 G 
Ratchets (rtj Jordar.-PHugoot 20; 8 O 
PBrb (Ft) ProsfrMugan-HoreJa «; 10 •' 

J Herbert (GB) Seubar 15; 11 R 
Sefcunacter fQw) Jantinfa^edt B; 

12 D HB tfSBt Amw-YkinhaT; 13 R 
Barricftelo (Br) Stawart-Fbni 6; 14 A 
Wure (Aul) Bentttarvftonmit 4; IS J M. 
Tn* OQ Mrartt-Hart3; 16= M Sato 
fFri) Tymsf-Fatl 2 , S Nafcsno (Japan) 
Prost-Mugen-Handa 2, P Dirt (Bra) . 
ArTDws-Mvnaha 2; IS N Larti (BJ 
Saubar t 

MSchunactnrfGa) fenmt 7Bptsdochxl. 


Cynical decision from a sport with a short memory 


A show that survived and pros- 
pered after the death of Ayrton 
Senna wfll have scant problem 
coping with the global con- 
demnation of their governors' 
latest deliberations. 

Come the opening race of 
next season, when Michael Sdm- 
maefaerand Jacques Vffleoeove 
square up for their rematch, the 
attention of the world’s media 
will be focused still more in- 
tensely on Formula One. 

And who will be deriding the 
authorities as chumps then? 

Patently the logical course 
would have been to ban Schu- 
macher for one to three races. 
Even if you accept Max Mosley's 
argument that the sport’s world 


governing body, the FIA, had to 
issue a deterrent, a suspension 
on top of losing runner-up place 
in the 1997 world championship 
would have been acknowledged 
as fairand appropriate. 

• By retaining Schumacher 
and Ferrari ori the bflUhe ring- 
masters have ensured all the 
major attractions are in place 
and the outcry will help feel the 
publicity machinery through 
the dose season. 

Schumacher will be cast as 
the villain, Vflleneuve the hero. 
Perfect. And if Schumacher 
again demonstrates be is the 
world’s greatest driver, yester- 
day's skirmish near Heathrow 
Airport will be old news. The 


road show moves on, generat- 
ing its own momentum at every 
turn. 

In its macabre way, the cov- 
erage of Senna’s death, in 1994, 
served to perpetuate the mys- 
tique of the grand prix arena 
and its courageous gladiators. 


COMMENT 


Collisions such as Schumacher’s 
with Vflleneuve at Jerez, and 
with Damon Hill at Adelaide, 
in the final race of 1994, are triv- 
ial by comparison but sustain the 
tension, the smell of danger, and 
the controversy. To suggest For- 
mula One is a joke, that its or- 


ganisers have lost their credi- 
bility, may have substance in a 
sporting context, but no rele- 
vance in their unashamedly 
commercial world. 

Senna, like Schumacher, 
was as ruthless as he was bril- 
liant. Accepting defeat was 
anathema to him. The com- 
pulsion that drove the Brazil- 
ian to the pinnacle of his 
profession was the very force 
that propelled him into Alain 
frost's car in that violent dash 
at the start of the 1990 Japan- 
ese Grand Prix. 

Packing the German off to 
do what amounts to communi- 
ty service is comparable with 
Eric Cantona’s “punishment” 


for practising his footwork on 
the chest of a Crystal Palace fan. 

Of course it is difficult to sup- 
press cynicism, but just as a lot 
of youngsters were inspired by . 
the frenchman and his tuition, 
so might Schumacher’s guid- 
ance prove beneficial and we 
should not decry positive mea- 
sures. 

Schumacher says he will 
learn from this experience and 
do things differently in future. 
Perhaps he wflL But the likeli- 
hood is that someone, some- 
where, will do precisely the 
same thing again And Formu- 
la One wfll have more public •S') 
icy to feed on. . * 


- Derick Allsop 


FOOTBALL 


Palace poised after angry Middlesbrough pull out of Padovano transfer 


Middlesbrough pulled out of 
the chase for Michele Padovano 
yesterday after accusing his 
agent of demanding an illegal 
payment 

The clubs had agreed a 
£1.6m fee and the Juventus 
striker was due to arrive at the 
Riverside Stadium yesterday af- 
ternoon with his representative, 
Marcello Bonetto, to sign a con- 
tract until June 2001 and un- 
dergo a medical. 

However, the deal was soon 
off. “We had agreed a financial 
package, but the deal has bro- 
ken down because Middles- 


brough Football Club were 
asked to pay a fee to an agent 
offmOOO [£1 18AOO] net,” the 
dub said in a statement “Mid- 
dlesbrough Football Club is an- 
giy and can see no justification 
for this. Furthermore, Fifa reg- 
ulations specifically preclude it 
As a consequence we have been 
informed that the player wfll not 
be travelling to Teesside." 

The Middlesbrough deci- 
sion leaves the way open for 


Crystal Palace, though the 
Palace chairman, Ron Noades, 
said that he has yet to talk to 
the forward, but will be meet- 
ing Juventus representatives 
soon to discuss both Padovano 
and tile possibility of the Ital- 
ians buying a stake in the club. 

** We will be negotiating per- 
sonal terms with the player, 
hopefully during the course of 
this week,” Noades said. “I 
have beeu have talking to 


Juventus about them taking an 
interest in Crystal Palace and 
about Padovano. The Padovano 
negotiations are on a straight- 
forward . transfer basis. We 
readied agreement on price 
with Juventus some time ago-” 
The owners of Juventus 
have been in contact with 
Palace, among other English 
teams, including the struggling 
Manchester City, about the 
possibility of investing money 
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in them. With no reserve-team 
football in Italy, any deal would 
allow the Italians to form out 
promising youngsters. T have 
been talking to Juventus about 
taking an interest in Palace,'’ 
Noades said. Tt won’t be fi- 
nalised. because of their time 
constraints, until next s umm er. 

“We won't be a nursery chib 
for them. That is not what we 
are interested in at all ” 
Juventus are owned by a hold- 
ing company, IFI Spa, who 
bought ont Fiat last year. 

—Alan Nixon 
Hoddle's surprise, page 30 
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